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1. Purpose 
1.1 The purpose of this policy is to set out how the Falkland Islands Government will consider health assessments for the purposes of assessing permit applications in accordance with the Immigration Ordinance 1999. 

1.2 This policy provides guidance on the types of medical conditions, illnesses, treatments, or medications associated with an applicant’s medical or healthcare needs which will be relevant in determining whether an applicant is likely to represent a substantial charge on public funds.

1.3 This policy is for use by the Falkland Islands Customs and Immigration Service, the Chief Medical Officer, relevant Medical Practitioners, permit applicants and prospective employers of applicants. 

1.4 This policy applies to immigration applications in respect of which a health assessment is required, including applications for work permits, accompanying dependent permits, dependent permits, and carer permits. 

1.5 This Policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if considered necessary. 

1.6 This Policy should be read in conjunction with the following documents:

· Medical Assessment Form 
· Relevant Permit Application Form 
· Health Requirements Leaflet 
· MDSP (Medical and Dental Screening Process) Annex


2. Decision Making- Health Assessment  

2.1 In accordance with the Immigration Ordinance 1999 and accompanying regulations, a health assessment is required in relation to the following:
· Work Permits
· Accompanying Dependent Permits
· Dependent Permits
· Carer Permits
2.2 Upon consideration of an application for a permit, the Principal Immigration Officer may refuse to issue an application for a permit if:

“It appears likely that, if it were issued, the applicant would be or become a substantial charge on public funds because of the person’s medical or healthcare needs”.

2.3 Substantial charge on public funds is defined as meaning –

“a charge on public funds or any other impact on public resources that it is unreasonable, in all the circumstances, to expect the Government to bear.”

2.4 The Principal Immigration Officer may also decide to impose conditions in relation to the issue of a permit which are considered reasonably necessary to ensure that a holder of a permit is not and is not likely to become a substantial charge on public funds because of the applicant’s medical, dental or healthcare needs.

2.5 The Principal Immigration Officer will carefully consider each application upon the basis of its own facts and consider any relevant advice provided by the Chief Medical Officer and relevant policies. 

2.6 Due to the nature of the medical system within the Falkland Islands and the limits in relation to the resources available to meet medical, dental or healthcare needs, there are conditions, treatments and medications that have been defined as likely to amount to a “substantial charge to the public fund” and therefore the Principal Immigration Officer may refuse a permit application if the applicant has any of these conditions. 



3. Conditions likely to amount to a substantial charge 
3.1 Refusal of an application for a permit may be likely if the applicant, or somebody else included in the application, has any of these conditions:
· Hepatitis B-surface antigen positive requiring anti-viral treatment
· Hepatitis C-RNA positive requiring anti-viral treatment
· HIV infection requiring regular CD4/Viral load screening
· Haemophilia – or other complex blood disorders
· Malignancies of organs, skin (such as melanoma) and haematopoietic tissue, including if you have had this in the past, or are currently undergoing treatment. Exceptions are:
· treated minor skin malignancies
· malignancies where the length of time since treatment means the likelihood of it recurring is below 10%
· Requirement for organ transplants or following organ transplant when immune suppression is required
· Severe, chronic, progressive, or poorly controlled renal or hepatic disorders
· Poorly controlled endocrine disorders
· Musculoskeletal diseases or disorders, such as osteoarthritis and osteoporosis, likely to require surgery
· Severe, chronic or progressive neurological disorders, including but not limited to:
· any dementia including Alzheimer's disease
· poorly controlled epilepsy
· complex seizure disorder
· cerebrovascular disease
· cerebral palsy
· paraplegia, quadriplegia
· poliomyelitis
· Parkinson’s disease
· motor neurone disease, Huntington’s disease, muscular dystrophy
· prion disease
· relapsing or progressive multiple sclerosis or both
· Cardiac diseases, including but not limited to:
· Severe ischaemic heart disease
· Cardiomyopathy
· Valve disease likely to require surgery, other procedural intervention, or both
· Aortic aneurysm likely to require surgery, other procedural intervention, or both
· Chronic respiratory disease, including but not limited to:
· Severe or progressive restrictive (including interstitial) lung disease, or both
· Severe or progressive obstructive lung disease, or both
· Cystic fibrosis
· Significant or disabling hereditary disorders, including but not limited to:
· Hereditary anaemias and coagulation disorders
· Primary immunodeficiencies
· Gaucher’s disease
· Severe autoimmune disease that may require treatment using immune-suppressant medications other than Prednisone, Methotrexate, Azathioprine or Salazopyrin
· Severe (71–90 decibels) hearing loss or profound bilateral sensori-neural hearing loss (after best-possible correction at country of origin), where significant support is required, including cochlear implants
· Severe vision impairment with visual acuity of 6/36 or beyond (after best-possible correction at country of origin), or a loss restricting the field of vision to 15–20 degrees where significant support is required
· Severe developmental disorders or severe cognitive impairments where significant support is required, including but not limited to:
· Physical disability
· Intellectual disability
· Autistic spectrum disorders
· Brain injury
· Psychiatric illness or addiction, or both, including any psychiatric condition that has required hospitalisation or significant support, or both
· If an applicant has health or medical related needs where it is or may be likely that they will require medical evacuation from the Falkland Islands in order to receive treatment. It is noted there is a maximum weight capacity for patients for med-evacs (this is 113kg), patients that exceed the maximum allowed weight will not be able to be easily med-evaced from the Falklands and may require specialist medevac arrangements. 
· Problems related to serious Dental decay or advanced gum disease
· Problems related to Dental implants or fixed orthodontic appliances (braces)
· History or diagnostic findings of, or treatment for, Multidrug Resistant Tuberculosis (“MDR-TB”) or Extensively Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis (“XDR-TB”) 
· If you are currently taking a medication that is not possible to source through our supply chain in the Falkland Islands without giving rise to a substantial charge, or your medication costs are likely to be more than £2,500 p.a.
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