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IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 
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SENTENCING REMARKS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. You appear before this court today for sentencing, having each been convicted by the Summary 

Court on  24th May 2023 as follows:  

 

Dominic Watson  

 

 You are charged in two counts: 

 

Count 1: Dominic Watson, on 26th December 2022 used violence towards Scott Piek, the 

conduct of Dominic Watson being such as to cause a person of reasonable firmness present at 

the scene to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) of the Crimes 

Ordinance 2014. 

 

Count 2: Dominic Watson, on 26th December 2022 used violence towards Shavone Hayes, the 

conduct of Dominic Watson being such as to cause a person of reasonable firmness present at 

the scene to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) of the Crimes 

Ordinance 2014. 

 

Ryan Watson 

 

 You are charged in two counts: 

 

Count 1: Ryan Watson, on 26th December 2022 used violence towards Scott Piek, the conduct 

of Ryan Watson being such as to cause a person of reasonable firmness present at the scene 

to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) of the Crimes Ordinance 

2014. 

 

Count 2: Ryan Watson, on 26th December 2022 used violence towards Shavone Hayes, the 

conduct of Ryan Watson being such as to cause a person of reasonable firmness present at the 

scene to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) of the Crimes Ordinance 

2014. 
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Scott Piek 

 

You are charged in one count: 

Scott Piek, on the 26th day of December 2022, used violence towards Ryan Watson and 

Dominic Watson, the conduct of Scott Piek being such as to cause a person of reasonable 

firmness present at the scene to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) 

of the Crimes Ordinance 2014. 

 

Shavone Hayes 

  

You are charged in one count: 

Shavone Hayes, on the 26th day of December 2022, used violence towards Ryan Watson and 

Dominic Watson, the conduct of Shavone Hayes being such as to cause a person of reasonable 

firmness present at the scene to fear for their personal safety, an offence under section 510 (1) 

of the Crimes Ordinance 2014. 

 

Facts 

 

2. The Defendants are each charged with Affray.  I will consider the offence of Affray in the context 

of the disorder as a whole.  I will then deal with the facts relevant to each of the four Defendants.  

Some are common to more than one; some are unique to a particular Defendant. 

 

3. These offences were committed at the Globe Tavern, Stanley on 26th December 2022 from 

approximately 11.30pm onwards. The Globe Tavern was full of customers enjoying the Boxing 

Day festivities. A large number of people had also gathered outside the public house on the 

corner of Crozier Place and Philomel Street.  

 

4. The offending comprised two distinct events.  The first inside the public house and the second 

in the streets outside. The first incident involved Dominic Watson, Ryan Watson and Scott Piek.  

The incident outside the public involved Dominic Watson, Ryan Watson and Shavone Hayes. 

 

5. CCTV inside the public house and at the public jetty captured some of the events. The incident 

inside the Globe Tavern began with a disagreement between Dominic Watson and Scott Piek 

after Mr. Piek had pushed past Mr. Watson who was standing near the bar. An altercation 

ensued involving Dominic Watson, Ryan Watson and Scott Piek. All three defendants used 
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violence.  Such was the nature of the incident that staff and customers who intervened in attempt 

to stop the fighting, were met with resistance and violence. 

 

6. Outside the public house, Ryan Watson had heated exchanges with other persons who were 

present. Shavone Hayes began a confrontation that lead to the second incident involving 

Dominic Watson, Ryan Watson and Shavone Hayes fighting in the street.  The defendants each 

resisted attempts to bring their violence to an end.  They fought and hit out at those who tried 

to restrain them and engaged in a running battle that began outside the Globe Tavern, was 

fought in the middle of the road and then continued into Philomel Street.  

 

7. In the fighting that took place outside the public house, two innocent bystanders suffered injury. 

 

8. The events inside and outside the public house involved serious violence over a sustained period 

and caused serious fear and distress.  

 

9. When police arrived at the scene, they were confronted with a crowd of people, most of whom 

had been drinking; some were aggressive. An ambulance was in attendance. Several people 

subsequently received hospital treatment. All four Defendants also suffered injuries consistent 

with their participation in a violent brawl.  

 

Guidelines 

 

10. In determining the appropriate sentences, I have considered and applied the sentencing 

guidelines in accordance with section 482 of the Criminal Procedure and Evidence Ordinance 

2014 and I have taken into account the Overarching Sentencing Guidelines of the Falkland 

Islands. 

 

11. The specific sentencing guidelines applied in this case are those of England and Wales as set out 

in the ‘Affray’ Guidelines. 

 

12. The process to identify an appropriate sentence involves identifiying the harm and culpability, 

and thus locating a starting point and category range before considering a non-exhaustive list 

of aggravating and mitigating features which further assist in determining the appropriate 

sentence. 

 

13. Three of the defendants have previous convictions. In sentencing, I have only considered any 

recent/relevant convictions. 
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14. I have taken account of the ruling in R v Butler [2018] SC/CRIM/04/17 that in determining 

sentence I should not give an additional discount because the licence point for a custodial period 

differs in the Falkland Islands from that in England and Wales. 

 

15. When sentencing, I have also considered the Totality Principle and imposed a total sentence 

that reflects all of each defendant’s offending, but one that is no more than is just and 

proportionate.  I have taken that into account in my determination of sentence.  

 

16. In respect of each defendant, I have considered all sentencing options including custody and 

community sentences. 

 

17. I will deal with each Defendant in turn, having regard to their specific role in the offending. 

 

Dominic Watson 

 

18. Dominic Watson, your role in the affray began inside the public house when you pushed and 

then punched Scott Piek in the face. You instigated that fight. You and Mr. Piek then grappled 

before Ryan Watson intervened, holding Mr. Piek in a headlock.  Having been restrained by an 

innocent bystander who had intervened to try to stop the fight from escalating, you responded 

by throwing your head backwards in an attempt to strike that person in the face in order to 

break free. When you did manage to break free, you launched another attack on Mr. Piek. Other 

customers attempted to intervene in order to stop the fighting. You were then physically ejected 

from the public house.  

 

19. Outside the public house a fight ensued between Ryan Watson and Shavone Hayes.  You joined 

the fray and, together with Ryan Watson, began fighting with Mr. Hayes, each exchanging 

punches. Michaela Coleman, who had attempted to stop the fighting from escalating, was struck 

in the face. Leemarc Augustus, another bystander who had attempted to break up the fighting, 

also suffered injury. 

 

20. You used serious and sustained violence that caused serious fear and distress and resulted in 

personal injury. 

 

21. I have been assisted by the Pre-Sentence Report of the Probation Service dated 29th June 2023.  

I have taken into account all matters to which the Probation Officer refers in her report. 

 

22. You were born on 26th December 1992. You are now 30 years of age.  You are in a stable 

relationship and you are supported by your fiancé. You reside with your fiancé, your son and her 

daughters. Currently, you spend twelve weeks of the year on squidding boats, split into two six-
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week blocks. You also do occasional work in Stanley and in Camp and support your father 

running a family farm. When you are not in gainful employment, you are building your own 

house. You have clearly developed a strong work ethic and have maintained employment.  The 

report refers to your financial circumstances that appear precarious. On the night in question 

you were clearly very drunk.  However that does not excuse your actions.  Your alcohol 

consumption and associated aggressive behaviour have been a significant factor in your 

offending.  While progress has been made in this regard, much remains to be done. You are 

clearly remorseful. 

 

23. You have twelve convictions for twenty-six offences, the majority being acquisitive or criminal 

damage in nature, although you do have convictions for two violent offences of a similar level.  

In that regard, your most recent conviction was in August 2022, after a gap of four years in your 

pattern of offending.  

 

24. On 24th August 2022 you were convicted of Common Assault under section 70 of the Crimes 

Ordinance 2014 and sentenced to a Community Order with a 10 month Supervision requirement.  

The current offending is a breach of the Community Order and an aggravating feature. 

 

25. I note that, in respect of that offending, you were drunk and went to the home of a man accussed, 

and subsequently convicted, of sexually assaulting a member of your family. You kicked him and 

repeatedly punched him in the face, causing a split lip, bruising and loosening a tooth. 

 

26. An Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test (AUDIT) done in August 2022 and again in June 

2023 demonstrated an increase in consumption over this time period.  

 

27. I have also read the Progress Report of the Probation Officer dated 22nd May 2023. It appears 

that, overall, you have engaged well with the sentence imposed following your conviction in 

August 2022. Despite that, the Probation Officer feels that you could benefit from further 

support regarding your alcohol use and developing your “thinking skills”.  I would agree.  There 

is an obvious correlation between your drinking and aggressive behaviour. 

 

28. The Probation Officer assesses you as posing a medium risk of re-offending and a medium risk 

of serious harm to the public. However, the risk to the public increases significantly when you 

consume alcohol.  

 

29. I have read the character reference of Katrina Stephenson dated 9th July 2023 which supports 

some of the comments of the Probation Officer. I have taken into account when sentencing. 

 

30. I have taken into account the Pre-Sentence Report. When sentencing, I have also taken into 

account your mitigation. I have been assisted by Ms. Inglis and by Mrs Sowman and I have 
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considered carefully their respective submissions, which I have taken into account in sentencing. 

I give full credit for your early guilty pleas. 

 

31. In terms of culpability, counts 1 and 2 are within category A whilst the level of harm comes 

within category 2: The violence used was serious and sustained and, therefore, falls within 

Category A. In terms of harm, the fear and distress resulting from your conduct was more than 

minimal and resulted in injury and falls comfortably into Category 2. The starting point for a 

category 2A is 1 year custody with a category range from 26 weeks custody to 1 year and 6 

months custody.  In terms of aggravating features, you took a leading role, having started the 

fighting. This was a violent and prolonged incident, occurring in a busy public place, impacting 

a large number of people, while you were under the influence of alcohol and subject to a 

Community Order. In addition, you have a relevant previous conviction for Common Assault in 

August 2022 . Taking all of those factors into account, the appropriate starting point for your 

offending under counts 1 and 2 at trial is 15 months custody on each count, concurrent. I 

reduce that by one third giving full credit for your early guilty pleas, to one of 10 months 

custody.  Regarding the principle of totality, I consider the sentence to be one that reflects the 

overall criminality.  

 

32. The custody threshold is passed. However, I have to consider if appropriate punishment can only 

be achieved by immediate custody.  Weighed against this is the prospect of rehabilitation, 

personal mitigation and concern that immediate custody will have a harmful impact on others. I 

have carefully considered your character reference. In August 2022 you were convicted of assault 

and given a Community Order with a 10 month Supervision requirement. You have cooperated 

with the Probation Service and complied with the terms of that Order. I recognise a custodial 

sentence would have a considerable impact on your partner and children. Your son is three years 

old, and so the impact on him is likely to be severe. A prison sentence would have a serious 

impact upon your employment and your earning capacity and significantly impact your already 

dire financial circumstances. You also assist your father with the family farm and this would be 

impacted.  However, you instigated one act of violence and participated in another. You 

attempted to headbutt an innocent bystander who had intervened to stop the fighting from 

escalating. As I have already stated, this was a violent and prolonged incident, occurring in a 

busy public place, impacting a large number of people, while you were under the influence of 

alcohol and subject to a Community Order. Innocent bystanders were injured.  Taking all of 

those matters into account, while I recognise that a custodial sentence will not only impact you 

significantly but also your wider family, it would not be in the interests of justice to suspend this 

sentence.  

 

 



 

8 
 

Ryan Watson 

 

33. Ryan Watson, your role in the affray began inside the public house.  After Dominic Watson had 

punched Scott Piek, you joined the attack, holding Mr. Piek in a headlock. You then began 

fighting with Mr. Piek. A member of staff attempted to separate you and Mr. Piek.  You 

responded by throwing a punch at a staff member. You continued a violent struggle with Mr. 

Piek. Using considerable force, customers and staff were eventually able to separate you and Mr. 

Piek. You were then ejected from the public house. 

 

34. Outside the public house you fought with Shavone Hayes and, together with Dominic Watson, 

you exchanged punches with Mr. Hayes.  The fighting continued into Philomel Street.  It was 

during this stage of the violent altercation that Michaela Coleman suffered injury. 

 

35. You used serious and sustained violence that caused serious fear and distress and resulted in 

personal injury. 

 

36. I have been assisted by the Pre-Sentence Report of the Probation Service dated 29th June 2023.  

I have taken into account all matters to which the Probation Officer refers in her report. 

 

37. You were born on 27th April 1997. You are now 26 years of age and single. You were twenty-

five years of age when you committed these offences. You are currently employed full time by 

Workboat Services as a trainee deckhand on the Concordia Bay. You have held this position for 

over two years.  Your work pattern means you are often away from Stanley for weeks at a time. 

 

38. There are concerns about your impulsivity and aggressive behaviour which are described as 

indicators of a lack of maturity.  Given your age and personal circumstances, I recognise that 

lack of maturity may have been a factor in your behaviour. While this does not seem to be an 

issue in general, the fact these concerns are not evident in day to day life, suggests they are 

linked to alcohol use.  

 

39. An Alcohol Use Disorders Identification Test suggests some issues with the volume and 

frequency of your alcohol use.  There is an obvious link between your consumption of alcohol 

and a tendency to use violence.  

 

40. The Probation Officer assesses you as posing a medium to low risk of re-offending and a medium 

risk of serious harm to the public.  

 

41. I have read the letters of Michael Mcrae, Ramon Miranda and Matthew McMullen that were 

handed up to the Court when you were last sentenced. They describe your character. I have 
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considered those letters carefully and I have taken into account when sentencing. I note that you 

have also shown remorse. 

 

42. You were convicted on 14th September 2022 on one count of assault occasioning actual bodily 

harm under section 71 of the Crimes Ordinance 2014 and two counts of Common Assault under 

section 70 (1) of the said Ordinance.  In respect of that offending, you were at a house party and 

you were drunk.  The victim of your offending had an argument with another person at the party 

and left.  You followed him into the street, pushed him to the floor and repeatedly punched him 

in the face.  Your assault was of such ferocity that your victim had to take a week off work to 

recover. During that attack, you also assaulted two female friends of the victim who had 

attempted to stop your assault upon him.  

 

43. On 6th October 2022 you were sentenced to 6 months imprisonment, suspended for two years, a 

Supervision Order for two years and ordered to pay compensation to each of your victims. I will 

deal with the suspended sentence in a moment. 

 

44. I have taken into account the Pre-Sentence Report.  When sentencing, I have also taken into 

account your mitigation. I have been assisted by Ms Inglis and Mrs Sowman and I have 

considered carefully their respective submissions, which I have taken into account in sentencing. 

I give full credit for your early guilty pleas. 

 

45. In terms of culpability, counts 1 and 2 are within category A whilst the level of harm comes 

within category 2: The violence used was serious and sustained and, therefore, falls within 

Category A. In terms of harm, the fear and distress resulting from your actions was more than 

minimal and resulted in injury and falls comfortably into Category 2. The starting point for a 

category 2A offence is 1 year custody with a category range from 26 weeks custody to 1 year 

and 6 months custody.  In terms of aggravating features, this was a violent and prolonged 

incident, occurring in a busy public place, affecting a large number of people, while you were 

under the influence of alcohol.  I will deal with the breach of the suspended sentence separately. 

The appropriate starting point for your offending under counts 1 and 2 at trial is 12 months 

custody on each count, concurrent. I reduce that by one third giving full credit for your early 

guilty pleas, to one of 8 months custody.  Regarding the principle of totality, I consider the 

sentence to be one that reflects the overall criminality.  

 

46. The custody threshold is passed. However, I have to consider if appropriate punishment can only 

be achieved by immediate custody.  Weighed against this is the prospect of rehabilitation, 

personal mitigation and concern that immediate custody will have a harmful impact on others. 

You have not previously been in custody.  I recognise that a custodial sentence would be 

disruptive and its consequences severe, particularly for others. Further, depending on its length, 
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a custodial sentence may impact your employment and housing. You may lose the job you have 

held a job for a number of years. You live alone, and and you are responsible for the rent on the 

property in which you reside. I realise that a custodial sentence may mean you lose this property.  

I have considered all of the consequences of a custodial sentence. This was a violent and 

prolonged incident, occurring in a busy public place, impacting a large number of people, while 

you were under the influence of alcohol. Innocent bystanders were injured. In my view, only 

immediate custody would do justice. 

 

Activation of Suspended Sentence 

 

47. Turning to the suspended sentence, you were convicted 14th September 2022 on one count of 

assault occasioning actual bodily harm under section 71 of the Crimes Ordinance 2014 and two 

counts of Common Assault under section 70 (1) of the said Ordinance.  On 6th October 2022 you 

were sentenced to 6 months imprisonment on the ABH suspended for two years and six weeks 

imprisonment suspended for two years on each of two common assault offences to run 

concurrently to the ABH sentence and ordered to pay compensation to each of your victims.  

 

48. The offences in respect of which you today appear before this court occurred less than three 

months into the operational period of that suspended sentence.   Yet again you have been 

convicted of offences of violence. The offending that brings you back before this court is similar 

in type and gravity to the offence for which the suspended sentence order was imposed. There 

is nothing in terms of your personal mitigation that persuades me not to activate the suspended 

sentence.   

 

49. In October 2022 you were also made the subject of a Supervision Order. In her report dated 22nd 

May 2023, the Probation Officer referred to the challenges in arranging appointments around 

your employment which has made it difficult to make good progress with the sentence plan. The 

fact that you are working on the Concordia Bay and outside Stanley for up to six weeks at a time 

(something to which reference was made in the previous Pre-Sentence Report), significantly 

undermines the utility of a suspended sentence and the benefits that might be derived from a 

suspended sentence plan. In her Report for the purpose of this hearing, the Probation Officer 

describes your attendance at appointments as “sufficient”, with some progress having been made. 

 

50. Having regard to the extent to which you have complied with the community requirements of 

the suspended sentence order and the facts of this offending, I am persuaded to vary the 

suspended sentence as follows: the suspended sentence imposed on 6th October 2022, shall take 

effect with the original term of 6 months replaced by a term of imprisonment of 5 months and 

in respect of the two suspended common assault sentences, each of six weeks, I substitute terms 
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of 5 weeks respectively to run concurrently with the sentence of 5 months and shall be 

consecutive to the sentence of 8 months imposed under Counts 1 and 2.  

Scott Piek 

 

51. Scott Piek, inside the public house you fought with Dominic Watson, exchanging punches. As 

Dominic Watson lay prone on the floor, you punched him to the side of his head, kicked and 

stamped on him. Your assault upon Dominic Watson only ended when you were physically 

pulled off him by other customers. 

 

52. You used serious and sustained violence that caused serious fear and distress and resulted in 

personal injury. Kicking and stamping on Dominic Watson as he lay on the floor is a serious 

element of your offending. 

 

53. I have been assisted by the Pre-Sentence Report of the Probation Service dated 29th June 2023.  

I have taken into account all matters to which the Probation Officer refers in her report. 

 

54. You were born on 15th November 2000. You are now 22 years of age. You are single, although 

you have a partner. You were born in St. Helena and have been living in the Falkland Islands 

since you were 18. You are currently employed by Sodexo at Mount Pleasant Complex.  You 

work as a lifeguard at the swimming pool and in other capacities as/when required. You have 

handed-in your notice to your employer and will leave the Falkland Islands in August this year. 

Your work permit will expire on 27th August 2023. 

 

55. The Probation Officer assesses you as posing a low risk of re-offending and a medium risk of 

serious harm to the public.  

 

56. I have read the character references of Nicola Clark, Don Piek and Glen Piek. I have considered 

those letters carefully and they have given me an insight into your character that I have taken 

into account when sentencing. 

 

57. Other than the conviction on 24th May 2023, in respect of which you today appear before this 

court for sentencing, you have no previous convictions.  I have taken that into account when 

sentencing.  

 

58. I have taken into account the Pre -Sentence Report. When sentencing, I have also taken into 

account your mitigation. I have been assisted by Ms. Hazelman and Miss Sowman and I have 

considered carefully their respective submissions, which I have taken into account in sentencing. 

I give full credit for your early guilty plea. 
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59. In terms of culpability, this offence falls within category A whilst the level of harm comes within 

category 2: The violence used was serious and sustained and, therefore, falls within Category A. 

In terms of harm, the fear and distress resulting from your actions was more than minimal and 

resulted in injury and falls comfortably into Category 2. The starting point for a category 2A is 

1 year custody with a category range from 26 weeks custody to 1 year and 6 months custody.  

The fact that you punched and kicked Dominic Watson and stamped on him as he lay prone on 

the floor is particularly serious, akin to using your foot as a weapon. In terms of aggravating 

features, this was a violent incident, occurring in a busy public place, affecting a large number of 

people while you were under the influence of alcohol. You were not involved in the incident 

outside the public house. The appropriate starting point for your offending at trial is 12 months 

custody. I reduce that by one third giving full credit for your early guilty plea, to one of 8 

months custody. 

 

60. The custody threshold is passed. However, I have to consider if appropriate punishment can only 

be achieved by immediate custody.  Weighed against this is the prospect of rehabilitation, 

personal mitigation and concern that immediate custody will have a harmful impact on others. 

You have not previously been in custody.  You have a support network in the Falkland Islands.  

Although, currently, you plan to leave the Falkland Islands this month, any custodial sentence 

is likely to impact employment opportunities. Any support whilst in custody would be limited. I 

am told you are remorseful. I have carefully considered your character references. In my view, 

and given what I have said regarding the nature and seriousness of your offending, only 

immediate custody is appropriate. 

 

Shavone Hayes 

 

61. Shavone Hayes, your role in the affray was in the street outside the public house. Having been 

sat outside the public house, you stood up and approached Ryan Watson.  There was an exchange 

between you.  Having been punched by Ryan Watson, you proceeded to remove your top in 

preparation for a fight and attacked Mr. Watson. You and Ryan Watson proceeded to fight, 

falling into a group of people sat on an adjacent bench. You fought with Ryan Watson on the 

bench before rolling onto the ground, punching Ryan Watson and stamping on him. Dominic 

Watson then joined the fray and you fought with him. The fight continued in Philomel Street 

and towards the public jetty.  

 

62. Several bystanders who attempted to intervene to stop the fighting involving Shavone Hayes, 

Ryan Watson and Dominic Watson,  were caught up in the melee and suffered injury. A police 
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officer described Leemarc Augustus having a swollen face and bloodied right eye for which he 

received hospital treatment.  Mr. Augustus declined to provide a witness statement. Michaela 

Coleman was hit in the face and suffered a painful injury to her nose that lasted approximately 

two weeks.  She too was examined at the hospital. Ms. Coleman did not provide a separate Victim 

Personal Statement, preferring instead to rely on her statement to police in which she described 

the injuries she suffered.  

 

63. Mr. Hayes, you then launched a further violent assault upon Dominic Watson punching him in 

the head and causing his head to make contact with a wall. You continued to punch and grapple 

with Dominic Watson until you were physically separated.  

 

64. I have been assisted by the Pre-Sentence Report of the Probation Service dated 29th June 2023.  

I have taken into account all matters to which the Probation Officer refers in her report. 

 

65. You were born on 16th September 1985 in St. Helena. You are now 37 years of age. You have 

resided in the United Kingdom and Namibia. You arrived in the Falkland Islands in February 

2022. You are in a stable relationship and your partner continues to support you.  You have two 

children in St. Helena for whom you provide financial support. Since September 2022 you have 

been employed by a plant hire in Stanley in a supervisory role. 

 

66. You have previous convictions in Saint Helena for dangerous driving in 2009 and for causing 

grievous bodily harm (without intent) in 2010, for which you received a six-month sentence of 

imprisonment.  You also have cautions for affray in 2000 and keeping a dangerous dog in 2012. 

 

67. Other than the convictions on 24th May 2023, in respect of which you today appear before this 

court for sentencing, you have no relevant recent convictions in the Falkland Islands.  I have 

taken that into account when sentencing. 

 

68. The Probation Officer assesses you as posing a low risk of re-offending and a medium risk of 

serious harm to the public.  

 

69. I have read the character references of Jaco Alexander dated 22nd May 2023 and Mr. Bono 

McKay dated 23rd May 2023 . I have considered those letters carefully and they have given me 

a useful insight into your character that I have taken into account when sentencing. 

 

70. I have taken into account the Pre -Sentence Report. When sentencing, I have also taken into 

account your mitigation. I have been assisted by Ms. Hazelman and Mrs Sowman and I have 

considered carefully their respective submissions, which I have taken into account in sentencing. 

I give full credit for your early guilty plea. 
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71. In terms of culpability, this offence falls within category A whilst the level of harm comes within 

category 2: The violence used was serious and sustained and, therefore, falls within Category A. 

In terms of harm, the fear and distress resulting from your conduct was more than minimal and 

resulted in injury and falls comfortably into Category 2. The starting point for a category 2A is 

1 year custody with a category range from 26 weeks custody to 1 year and 6 months custody.  

The fact that you punched and kicked Ryan Watson and stamped on him as he lay prone on the 

ground is particularly serious.  In terms of aggravating features, this was a violent incident, 

occurring in a busy public place affecting a large number of people while you were under the 

influence of alcohol. You were not involved in the incident inside the public house. The 

appropriate starting point for your offending at trial is 12 months custody. I reduce that by one 

third giving full credit for your early guilty plea, to one of 8 months custody.   

 

72. The custody threshold is passed. However, I have to consider if appropriate punishment can only 

be achieved by immediate custody.  Weighed against this is the prospect of rehabilitation, 

personal mitigation and concern that immediate custody will have a harmful impact on others. 

Although you have been in custody before, any period in custody is likely to disrupt the progress 

that you have made since your last offence. I also recognise there is a risk of you losing your 

employment. A custodial sentence would mean you could not financially support your children 

in St. Helena. I am also aware that a custodial sentence would put strain on your relationship 

with your partner.  You have a support network in the Falkland Islands. I am told that you are 

also remorseful. I have carefully considered your character references. In my view, and given 

what I have said regarding the nature and seriousness of your offending, only immediate custody 

is appropriate. 

 

SENTENCES 

 

Dominic Watson 

 

73. In sentencing, I have taken into account the aggravating and mitigating factors. After trial the 

sentence under counts 1 and 2 is 15 months imprisonment which I reduce to 10 months 

imprisonment, with credit for the early guilty pleas. 

 

74. Because of the immediate custodial sentence, I am not making a compensation or costs order. 
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Ryan Watson 

75. In sentencing, I have taken into account the aggravating and mitigating factors. After trial the 

sentence under counts 1 and 2 would be 12 months imprisonment which I reduce to 8 months 

imprisonment, with credit for the early guilty pleas. 

 

76. The suspended sentence imposed on 6th October 2022 shall take effect with the original term of 

6 months replaced by a term of imprisonment of 5 months and shall be consecutive to the 

sentence of 8 months imprisonment imposed under counts 1 and 2.  In respect of the two 

suspended common assault sentences, each of six weeks, I substitute terms of 5 weeks 

respectively to run concurrently with the sentence of 5 months. The total sentence is 13 months 

imprisonment. 

 

77. I am not going to make a compensation or costs order because of the immediate custodial 

sentence.  

 

Scott Piek 

78. In sentencing, I have taken into account the aggravating and mitigating factors. After trial the 

sentence would be 12 months imprisonment which I reduce to 8 months imprisonment with 

credit for the early guilty plea. 

 

79. Because of the immediate custodial sentence, I am not making a compensation or costs order. 

 

Shavone Hayes 

80. In sentencing, I have taken into account the aggravating and mitigating factors. After trial the 

sentence would be 12 months imprisonment which I reduce to 8 months imprisonment with 

credit for the early guilty plea. 

 

81. Because of the immediate custodial sentence, I am not making a compensation or costs order. 

 

 

HHJ Malcolm Simmons 
 
 


