
Inquest into the death of Basuki  
 

Coroner’s Summary of Facts 
 

Basuki was an Indonesian national, born in Tegal in Indonesia on 4th 
October 1971.  He was employed as a crewman aboard the Fishing 
Vessel Primavera 1 and was working on 10th August 2005 when the 

vessel was at latitude 49 25’ South, longitude 59 45’ West.   An 
operation had started to retrieve the fishing nets and there were two 

cables leading to the stern.  The main wire developed too much 
tension, possibly because it was twisted, and started to break.  A hook 
or shackle hit Basuki.  The shackle went off into the sea.  He was hit 

in the neck and chest and suffered massive injuries.  Attempts were 
made to resuscitate him but were unsuccessful.   

 
The ship returned to Stanley and his body was removed from the ship 
and taken to the KEMH where the autopsy was carried out.  It is clear 

from the autopsy report that the injuries were such that there would 
have been no chance of carrying out any medical care for him that 
could have saved his life.  Effectively his neck was completely broken 

and his carotid arteries were severed.  
 

This is yet another example of the kind of injuries that can be 
sustained when there is a failure of equipment on a fishing vessel.  
The tension placed upon the cables and on the equipment generally is 

such that when an item such as the shackle fails, as on this occasion, 
the consequences can be rapid and dramatic with fatal injuries in 

many instances.  It is perhaps a wonder that Mr Basuki was the only 
one so seriously injured.  He was the second in line and others had 
whipping injuries which were no doubt painful but fortunately were 

never life threatening.   
 
I am extremely grateful to Utari Hutton for her assistance in obtaining 

some translation and also to Marcello Olmedo for setting up the 
reconstruction and taking the photographs because they have done 

much to help explain what happened.  I have no doubt that this is an 
accidental death and I can only offer my sympathy and condolences to 
Basuki’s wife, family and colleagues.   
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