
Hugh Black – Inquest  
 
Coram: RM Titterington – HMC 
17th April 2007 
 
This matter was opened on 23rd March 2007 by Mrs Faulds and adjourned in order 
that a post-mortem report could be obtained.  The Senior Magistrate left the Islands 
on 24th March 2007 and, in the absence of the Senior Magistrate, the Attorney 
General is authorised to perform the functions of Her Majesty’s Coroner and I now 
carry out those functions. 
 
A post-mortem was carried out on 28th March 2007 at KEMH by Dr Stephen Wills 
who is a Specialist Registrar in Forensic Pathology at the Royal Liverpool University 
Hospital.  Dr Wills’ report was received at the Coroner’s Office here by fax on 3rd April 
2007.  On 5th April 2007 I held a further hearing into this matter at which I formally 
admitted the written report received from Dr Wills.  I adjourned the inquest further on 
that occasion in order to obtain some additional details concerning the post-mortem 
report from Dr Wills and those additional details are now to hand.   
 
I now formally admit written statements taken from the following individuals:- 
 

1. Grahame Eustoce Owen – a work colleague who found Mr Black’s body 
2. Robert Ernest Gilbert – Mr Black’s Manager 
3. Elaine Conway – a Doctor who pronounced death 
4. Richard William Preece  
5. Alexander Gregory Peck 
6. Lorna Mary Thompson 
7. Andrew Joseph Campbell Crawford 

 
The individuals named at 4 to 7 above are military police officers who conducted an 
examination of Mr Black’s room at Mount Pleasant.  
 
Conclusions 
 
I now find that Hugh Black died on 23rd March 2007 at Room 18, Block 3, 120 Facility 
at Mount Pleasant Complex at Mount Pleasant Airport.  He was a Senior Mechanical 
Supervisor working at the time for VT Communications.  The cause of death is as 
indicated in the report of Dr Wills and I will read some of the contents of the final 
paragraph of Dr Wills’ report which contains comments in conclusion and in summary 
the cause of death is –  
 
I (a) Acute Sub-Endocardial Myocardial Infarction 
  (b) Coronary Artery Atheroma   
II      Diabetes Mellitus 
 
I also find that the death occurred as a result of natural causes.   
 
I take this opportunity to express my condolences to Mr Black’s family, friends and 
colleagues and declare this inquest closed.  
 
 


