
 

 

INQ/05/15 

INQUEST resumed into the death of Alastair Gordon BIGGS 

        

1. Good morning.  I am sitting as coroner today, 4th August 2015 to resume the 

inquest into the death of Alastair Gordon Biggs whose death was reported on 28th 

April 2015. The inquest was opened on 4th May 2015 when I received evidence 

from PC Christopher Butler of Mr Biggs’s identity and a little information about 

the circumstances in which his body was found on 28th April 2015. The inquest 

was adjourned for further inquiries to be made and those inquiries have now 

been completed.  

2. As I said at the opening of the inquest, this is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of 

all the deceased. The inquiry is to find answers to four limited but factual 

questions: 

• Who was the person? 

• When did he die? 

• Where did he die? 

• How did he come by his death? 

3. As I have already received evidence identifying Mr Biggs, I am now seeking 

answers to when, where and how he died.  For this inquest, as in every coroner’s 

inquest, the question “how” is limited to finding out by what means Mr Biggs 

came by his death. The aim is to ascertain the simple facts of what actually 

happened and the inquiries are focused on the direct cause of death.  An inquest 

is not a trial and it is not a method of apportioning guilt or blame nor is it an 

opportunity to examine the broader circumstances in which the death occurred.  

The role of the Coroner is to examine the evidence to find answers to the four 

questions.  My conclusion will form the verdict.  

4. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) 

as it applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands’ 

own Coroner’s Rules 1995.  

5. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to admit 

documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses to 

the circumstances of Mr Biggs’s death.  This documentary evidence includes a 

report of a post mortem examination carried out on my instruction. I do not intend 

to call any of the witnesses to give oral evidence as in my opinion, their evidence is 

not likely to be disputed.    I have given notice to Mr Biggs’s family of my intention 

to admit written evidence today and no objection has been raised.  I shall also call 



 

 

PC Christopher Butler to give evidence in person.  He has been coroner’s officer and 

has led the investigations on my behalf.    

6. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows: 

• Statement of Maurice DAVIS who became concerned about Mr Biggs, contacted 
Royal Falkland Islands Police on 28th April 2015 and went with police officers to 
50 John Street where Mr Biggs was found.  

• Statement of Caroline VILLEGAS (made on 6th June 2015) who recalls seeing Mr 
Biggs in the West Store at approximately 1.00 pm on 26th April 2015  

• Report (dated 4th June 2015) of forensic pathologist Michael PARSONS who has 
stated that, in his opinion, the medical cause of Mr Biggs’s death was sudden death 
associated with chronic alcohol abuse. 

 
If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or 

she should make objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the 

documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person seeking to 

object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she 

claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules.  Are there any objections or 

requests for copy documentary evidence? 

7. (Call PC Christopher John James Butler RFIP – police log and statements) 

8. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

9. In respect of Dr Parson’s report  I shall only read out an extract although the full 

report will be kept on the court file.  This is because the report contains personal 

medical evidence that is not relevant to cause of death.  I shall restrict myself to 

reading his conclusions. 

10. [Read statements and conclusions from autopsy report] 

11. Summary  

I shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions.  I have considered 

the evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement.  I shall 

confine myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements. 

i) Alastair Gordon Biggs born on 17th February 1952.  He was born and resident 

in the Falkland Islands and held British Nationality. 

ii) On 28th April Mr Biggs’s cousin, Maurice Davis became concerned because he 

had not seen Mr Biggs for a few days.  He and a friend, Belfred O’Dean called 

at Mr Biggs’s home at 50 John Street shortly after 11am to see if he was 

alright.  The rear door of the house was unlocked and they entered and found 

Mr Biggs lying on a settee in the kitchen and apparently dead.   They left the 

house and called the police who attended immediately.  PC Butler entered the 



 

 

property at 11.29 am.  He found Mr Biggs’s body on the settee in the kitchen 

and ,as he already knew Mr Biggs, was able to confirm identity.. 

iii) A doctor, Dr Leaver, attended at 11.56 am and formally pronounced life 

extinct.  Mr Biggs’s body was taken by ambulance to King Edward VII 

Memorial Hospital to await a full post-mortem examination. 

iv) The police took photographs at the house and made further inquiries about 

Mr Biggs’s circumstances.  At first it was not known when Mr Biggs had last 

been seen alive but Mrs Caroline Villegas came forward and confirmed that 

she had seen him in the West Store at approximately 1.00 pm on Sunday, 26th 

April.   This has narrowed down the date of death to sometime on the three 

days between 25th April and 29th April. 

v) The post-mortem examination was undertaken by Dr Michael Parsons.  Dr 

Parsons was also provided with a review of Mr Biggs’s medical history.  Dr 

Parsons was able to ascertain from his examination that Mr Biggs had several 

serious medical conditions which were connected to his history of alcohol 

abuse. He also noted that Mr Biggs had suffered a serious head injury in 1996 

but there was no evidence of any recent head injury.  Dr Parsons came to the 

conclusion that Mr Biggs’s death was probably alcohol related and although 

the exact cause of death is unclear, he considered that the cause was sudden 

death associated with chronic alcohol abuse.  I accept Dr Parsons’ conclusion. 

vi) At this point it is appropriate for me to mention the state of the house at 50 

John Street. The conditions in the house were such as to give rise to initial 

concerns that they could have caused or been part of the cause of Mr Biggs’s 

death.  The house was in a very poor structural state, unheated and contained 

a considerable accumulation of rubbish.  It appeared hazardous for anyone 

living there or even entering the property.  During the course of the inquiries 

since Mr Biggs’s death it has become apparent that he chose to live in the 

house despite its condition and he refused alternative accommodation and 

offers of help.   It has transpired from Dr Parsons’ examination that there is 

no indication that the state of the house was a cause of Mr Biggs’s death.  

There is, therefore, no need for me to make the sort of formal report that I 

would make if I hold an inquest and believe that action should be taken to 

prevent other deaths from the same cause.  

 

12. Condolences 

From my inquiries it has become apparent that Mr Biggs was offered several different 
forms of help and support in recent years but chose to live his life his own way.  He 
made his own choices.  His friends and family should not feel that they carry 



 

 

responsibility for his death.  I offer them my sympathy in their loss and give my sincere 
condolences to his mother, Mrs Joan Biggs and his sister, Mrs Darlene Buckland.    
 

12. Verdict 

I shall now announce the formal verdict and findings that are needed for the death 

registration: 

 

Date of Death Name & Surname Sex Age Rank or Profession and 

Country 

Cause of death 

 On a day 

unknown 

between 25th 

April 2015 

and 29th 

April 2015 

Alastair 

Gordon 

BIGGS  

 M  63 (date 

of birth 

17th 

February 

1952) 

 Plant 

operator/Handyman 

 

Falkland Islands 

1a) sudden death 

associated with chronic 

alcohol abuse  

 

This inquest is now closed. 

       

4th August 2015 

 

 

Clare Faulds 

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands 
           


