
INQUEST INTO THE DEATH OF MR. JONATHON DAVID FELTON 

 

CORONER’S FINDINGS 

 

The evidence of the witnesses received at this inquest relates events which are not uncommon in 

Stanley. A group of young friends met up in the town in the early evening to chat and listen to music, 

and to go for a drive in and around the town. 

 

On this occasion there were two cars travelling in convoy. Jon Felton was a rear seat passenger in the 

Toyota Surf belonging to, and being driven by Shaun May; also in the back seat were Dylan 

Stephenson and Jacob Riddell, and Tamara Minnell was in the front passenger seat. None of them was 

wearing seatbelts. 

 

As they drove along the Airport Road towards Surf Bay, the vehicles changed their positions relative to 

each other by way of overtaking manoeuvres. As the vehicles negotiated the long bend near Surf Bay, 

Shaun lost control of the car and it skidded off the road to the right, rolled over and ended up in the 

ditch. Jon was thrown from the car in the crash and was found under the rear axle. He had suffered 

various injuries, particularly a fracture dislocation of the spine between the 1st and 2nd cervical 

vertebrae and section of the spinal cord; these injuries were unsurvivable and would have resulted in 

instantaneous death. 

 

This inquest was adjourned pending a prosecution of Shaun May on a charge of causing the death of 

Jon Felton by Reckless Driving; that trial resulted in his acquittal on that charge. 

 

I am satisfied on the evidence that this death was as a result of a tragic accident, and my Inquisition 

will so record. 

 

I should also add that this case, in my opinion, highlights the importance of the use of seatbelts by all 

occupants of motor vehicles.  

 

I extend my condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Felton 

 

This inquest is now closed. 

 

Dated 16th July 2009 
 
 
Signed 
 
John Trevaskis 
HM Coroner 
Town Hall  
PO Box 602 
Stanley 
Falkland Islands F1QQ 1ZZ 
Tel: 00 500 27272 
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