Inquest touching upon the death of Simon Andrew Pallett

Summary of Facts:

1.

10.

Simon Pallet was one of four colleagues returning to Mount Pleasant, where they
work, having visited Stanley. They were travelling in a silver Toyota Surf
Registration F182 E driven by Liam Craig Todd. His father Paul Todd was in the
front passenger seat beside him. Alex Douglas and Simon Pallett we in the rear seats
Alex Douglas behind the driver Simon Pallett behind the passenger.

Therefore, Mr Pallet was sitting in rear offside passenger seat. He was not wearing
his seat belt.

The party had travelled most of way from Stanley to Mount Pleasant and the accident
occurred a little before 5.45pm approximately 8 miles from that destination. There
were no other vehicles involved.

The speed limit on the road was 40MPH.

It was daylight. The weather dry and overcast. The viability was good. It was windy
and gusting. On the Beaufort scale the wind speeds are deemed ‘strong breeze’ or
‘near gale’ (force 6 or 7) with ‘gale force’ gusts (force 8) and there is some evidence
had increased by 13-14mph since the journey began. It was coming from 300 degrees
north.

The Stanley to Mount Pleasant Road is the main route between Stanley and the
military base and goes onto Darwin. Although it is a main highway the volume of
traffic reflects that of a small community and is relatively light and sporadic.

The road surface was unexceptional by the standards of the Stanley to Mount Pleasant
road. The surface of the road in question varies but the relevant section was
compacted gravel. Tests conducted indicated the surface did not contribute to the
indecent.

The evidence of Liam Todd, Paul Todd and Alex Douglas all agree there was a
feeling of something pushed or shoved the car which they thought was a gust of wind
- gale force. This version of event is consistent with the police accident investigators
report.

The vehicle was owned by Keith Edward Welch the Chairman of Mr Pallett’s
employer. It was taxed and insured. The vehicle was in a fair condition and there
were no defects with the vehicle that contributed to the incident. It was fairly recently
serviced less than 5 months beforehand.

The evidence of two of the three other occupants of the vehicle is consistent that Mr
Pallett was not wearing his seat belt. The driver had no information either way.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The driver was breathalysed after the incident using a lion alcolmeter which returned
a reading of zero.

The Evidence of Ormond, Blakeley and Middleton suggests a car of a similar
description — but notably there are differences in their evidence about the car’s
identity - was travelling along the road beyond the prescribed speed limit. Two
witnesses suggest speed of the vehicle when approaching them in the opposite
direction in the region of 60-70mph. The driving is described by Ormond as
‘reckless’ and by Middleton as ‘stoking it’. However, there are differences in the
vehicle description but it is more likely than not that this was the same vehicle.

It is important to note that the only witnesses to the actual collision are the people in
the vehicle.

The driver Liam Todd asserts he was not speeding. Mr Paul Todd describes that the
journey was uneventful and that the vehicle was pulled sideways ‘like something had
shoved us over”. Mr Todd says “he did not think [the driver, his son Liam] was
speeding”. Douglas says the driver was ‘not going fast’ and described him as ‘very
sensible’.

However the assertion of excess speed is supported by the Police collision
investigation report (at para 10.14) indicated that the speed of 70mph at the time of
the collision “sits more comfortably with the available physical evidence in terms of
the distance travelled before the vehicle left the road”.

Having considered, the often contradictory accounts I have to come to some
conclusion in respect of the facts of this case. As this is not a criminal case and as I
am not specifically considering a verdict of unlawful killing, I must reach my
conclusions on the balance of probabilities, in other words that it is “more likely or
than not”.

On that balance then, I prefer the evidence of the collision investigator at the final
paragraph of his report. A) that the accident occurred due to the driver over reacting
to a gust of wind which was probably gale force B) it is more likely than not the
driver was driving at a speed exceeding the 40MPH speed limit.

Mr Pallet was not wearing his seat belt and he was thrown from the vehicle, and
received major traumatic injuries. The other passengers remained in the vehicle and
only sustaining minor injuries.

Having review the evidence of the medical care offered there are no matters of
concern. He received emergency treatment at the scene and was transferred to King
Edward Memorial Hospital Stanley by search and rescue helicopter. He was declared
dead shortly after arrival at the hospital at 7.05 pm.

Formal Inquisition
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20. The formal findings of this are that:

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Name: Simon Andrew PALLETT, a British citizen

Date of Birth: 28" July 1967

Address: 109 Sunnymead Drive, Waterlooville, Hampshire, United Kingdom
Age: 48

Date of Death: 2™ April 2016 @ 7.05pm at King Edward VII Memorial Hospital,
Stanley, Falkland Islands

He died as a result of multiple traumatic injuries sustained by being thrown from a
vehicle carrying him when it left the road on the Stanley to Mount Pleasant Road. It
was a single vehicle road traffic accident. The Vehicle was driven by Liam Todd and
there were two other passengers in addition to Mr Pallett.

My verdict is this was an accidental death.

I explain that a finding accidental death is a formal coroner verdict. It is completely
neutral in terms of liability and does not deprive anyone of civil remedy.

I take the opportunity to express my most sincere condolences to Mr Pallett’s Family.

This inquest is now closed
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