
INQUEST (resumed) into the death of Gustavo Carlos ANTELO 

        

1. Good morning.  I am sitting as coroner today to resume the inquest opened on 

18th March 2014 by my predecessor as coroner Carl Gumsley, into the death of 

Gustavo Carlos Antelo.  At the opening of the inquest, the Coroner received 

evidence from Sgt Paul McDade identifying Senor Antelo and confirming that he 

had been pronounced dead on 13th March 2014.  It was also established that 

Senor Antelo was born on 19th March 1960 and was an Argentine national.  The 

Coroner also received a little information about the circumstances of his death. 

The inquest was adjourned for further enquiries to be made.  

 

2. As was said at the opening of the inquest, this is an inquiry; no one is on trial, 

least of all the deceased. The inquiry is to find answers to four limited but factual 

questions: 

 

• Who was the person? 

• How did he die? 

• When did he die? 

• Where did he die? 

 

3. I am now seeking answers to how and when he died and where his death 

happened. I am not trying issues between the parties as I might in other courts, 

and I am not seeking to apportion blame or guilt.  I shall focus on the direct cause 

of death.  I am here to examine the evidence to find and record answers to the 

four questions.  My conclusion will form the verdict. 

 

4. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) 

as it applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands 

own Coroner’s Rules 1995. 

 

5. Notice of the resumption of the inquest has been given to Senor Antelo’s wife. 

 

6. I intend to call Police Constable Richard Moorhouse to give evidence. 

 

 

7. I also give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to 

admit documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by 

witnesses to the circumstances of Senor Antelo’s death.  This documentary 

evidence includes photographs, a survey plan, pathologist’s report and weather 

report.  Some of the persons who made the statements are not resident in the 

Falkland Islands and are not able to attend this inquest and others are resident in 



the Falkland Islands but, in my opinion, their evidence is not likely to be 

disputed. 

 

8. If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he 

or she should make the objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy 

of the documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person 

seeking to object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state 

how he or she claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules.  Are there any 

objections or requests for copy documentary evidence?  

 

9. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I 

now call PC Richard Moorhouse to give evidence: 

 

[reads his statement, confirms its truth and explains role in assisting Mark 

Littler, accident investigator, with his examination of vehicle] 

 

10.  I shall read the statements and reports aloud and thus into the record of the 

inquest.  In the case of the pathologist’s report, the weather report and the 

accident investigator’s report, I shall confine myself to reading out the authors’ 

conclusions. 

Report of John Clark, pathologist – cause of death chest injury due to raod traffic 

accident. 

Statements of: 

Guillermo Raul Ni-Colo (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 1)) 

Jose Hector Pietri (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 3) 

Jorge Jose Quiroz (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 1) 

Daniel Alberto Luque (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 3) 

Mariano Ernesto Castro (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 1) 

Natalio Alfredo Balderrama (friend of deceased, passenger in car no. 3) 

Jorge Luis Toledo Chiqui (friend of deceased, driver of car no. 1) 

Manuel Ricardo Daer (friend of deceased, driver of car no. 3) 

Timothy Daniel Francis (owner of vehicle) 

Roy Ross (independent witness and driver of car behind car no.3) 

John Duncan (independent witness, passenger in car driven by Ross) 



Daniel Paul Hunt (independent witness, passenger in car driven by Ross) 

Jeffrey Halliday (independent witness, in vehicle behind that driven by Ross) 

Mark Nicholas Patterson (senior medical officer at Mount Pleasant Complex – 

pronounced death) 

Christopher Richard Davies (Fire Officer attending scene) 

Erin Marie Cavaliero (crime manager, Joint Service Police and Security Unit) 

Ian Gallagher (NCO on general police duties with JSPSU) 

Anthony Ross Chaloner – surveyor with PWD.   Prepared drawings at time and for 

Mark Littler’s report. 

Justin Alexander Chamberlain – Meteorologist.  Produced weather report. 

Summary of facts established by evidence and Coroner’s conclusions 

 

On 13th March Senor Antelo was one of a group of 12 friends visiting the Falkland 

Islands from Argentina.  The group decided to visit Darwin cemetery.  The group hired 3 

cars and drove in convoy on the Stanley to Darwin Road.  Senor Antelo was a passenger 

in the car driven by Norberto Domingo Di Prospero and it was the middle car (car no. 2) 

in the convoy.   Points from statements: 

The weather – “benign” by Falklands Islands’ standards. 

No evidence of other cars suffering problems with wind at that time on that section of 

road. 

Good visibility, not raining. 

Straight section of road, , road surface unexceptional in context of Stanley –Darwin 

Road. 

No animals crossing. 

No excessive speed - estimated at 40 - 45 mph 

No previous erratic driving. 

No-one in cars behind saw brake lights go on. 

Gradual veering to left so nearside wheels off carriageway, sudden over-steering to 

right, car travelled right across the road and left the carriageway. 

Vehicle rolled over twice before landing on its wheels 

No apparent cause for driver error. 

None of occupants of car no. 2 wearing seat belts. 

Deceased seen to “fly” out of sun roof of vehicle.   

All deceased’s injuries sustained at scene. 

Fatal chest injury. 

No medical intervention could have saved his life. 

No vehicle defects. 

 



Formal Inquisition 

 

The formal findings of my inquisition are that Gustavo Carlos ANTELO aged 53 (born 19th March 

1960), an Argentine national, died at 11.15 am on 13th March 2014 on the Stanley to Darwin near 

Green Pen from a chest injury sustained as a result of being thrown from a vehicle that was involved 

in a single vehicle road traffic accident.  The vehicle was driven by Norberto Domingo Di Prospero 

and Gustavo Carlos Antelo was a passenger.  The death was accidental.  

I offer my condolences and sympathy to Senor Antelo’s family and friends. 

This inquest is now closed. 

 

 

Clare Faulds         24th April 2015  


