
 

 

INQ/03/18 

INQUEST resumed into the death of Albert dat Wai Low 

        

1. Good morning.  I am sitting as coroner today to conduct the  inquest into the 

death of  Albert Dat Wai Low whose death was reported on 5th March 2018. The I 

asked ofr inquiries to be made and those inquiries have now been completed.  

2. This is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of all the deceased. The inquiry is to 

find answers to four limited but factual questions: 

• Who was the person? 

• When did he/she die? 

• Where did he/she die? 

• How did he/she come by his/her death? 

3. For this inquest, as in every coroner’s inquest, the question “how” is limited to 

finding out by what means Mr Low came by his death. The aim is to ascertain the 

simple facts of what actually happened and the inquiries are focused on the 

direct cause of death.  An inquest is not a trial and it is not a method of 

apportioning guilt or blame nor is it an opportunity to examine the broader 

circumstances in which the death occurred.  The role of the Coroner is to 

examine the evidence to find answers to the four questions.  My conclusion will 

form the verdict.  

4. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) 

as it applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands’ 

own Coroner’s Rules 1995.  

5. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to admit 

documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses to 

the circumstances of [  ] death.  This documentary evidence includes a report of a 

post mortem examination carried out on my instruction. I do not intend to call [ 

some/any] the witnesses to give oral evidence as in my opinion, their evidence is 

not likely to be disputed.    I have given notice to [  ] family of my intention to admit 

written evidence today and no objection has been raised.  I shall also call [PC   ] to 

give evidence in person.  He has been coroner’s officer and has led the 

investigations on my behalf.    

6. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows: 

• Statement of Stephen dent, the Coroner’s Officer who had=s conducted the 
inquiries on my behalf 



 

 

• Lance Matthew Parent.  Attempts to resuscitate on 5th march and attendance at an 
earlier incident  

• Judy Sui Fong ow his wife- events leading up to hios death and who identified him. 

• Dr Jacobs Deon Ventner – evidence of time of death 
• Report  dated 6th march  Dr Suzanne Foster,  forensic pathologist who has stated 

that, in her opinion, the medical cause of Mr Low’s death was ischaemic heart 
disease with a contributory factor – metastatic renal cancer. 

 
If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or 

she should make objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the 

documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person seeking to 

object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she 

claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules.  Are there any objections or 

requests for copy documentary evidence? 

7. (Call coroner’s officer – police log and statements) 

8. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

9. . 

10. Summary  

I shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions.  I have considered 

the evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement.  I shall 

confine myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements. 

i) Mr Albert  Dat Wai Low born on 11th May in Victoria Canada.  He had his 

home in algary , Alberta, Canada held Canadian Nationality. 

ii) Confirmatin of the identity of the body has been provided by his wife, Mrs 

Judy Lowe  

iii) The date and time of death has been confirmed by the shoips doctor opf the 

Emeral Princess at 7.25 am on 5th march 

iv) Once the ship came into falklands waters, the  body was taken by ambulance 

to King Edward VII Memorial Hospital to await a full post-mortem 

examination. 

v) The coroner’s officer was able to take statements and also able to receive the 

ECG documentation which in turn, along with the statements informed the 

pathologist, dr Suzanne Foster obviating the nedd for an autopsy.   The post-

mortem examination was undertaken by Dr Suzanne Foster who conducted 

an external examinatin.  And was also provided with a review of [  ]’s medical 

history.  Dr Foster was able to ascertain from his examination and came to 



 

 

the conclusion that Mr Low’s death was caused by Ischaemic heart Disiease 

with the contributory factor Metastatic renal cancer.   I accept Dr Low’s 

conclusion. 

In my view everyting that cold have been done was done by his wife, and the 

medical practitiner’s on Board the MV Emerald Princess 

 

11. Condolences 

I offer Mrs Low,  wider family and friends/colleagues my sympathy in their loss etc.  
[Thanks to those who assisted at asceme etc – also the pathologist, Dr Foster who was 
here on other matters but stepped in at short notice to enable matters to be concluded 
as swiftly and as sentivitely as possible  
 
12. Verdict 

I shall now announce the formal verdict and findings that are needed for the death 

registration: 

 

Date , time and 

place of Death 

Name & Surname Sex Age Rank or Profession and 

Country 

Cause of death 

 5th march 

2018 

MV 

Emerald 

Princess 

46 

Albert dat 

Wai Low  

 M  57 years 

 Dob 

5.11.1960  

 Company Owner 

Canadian 

 

1a) Ischaemic Heart 

Disease 

 2) Metastatic Renal 

cancer 

 

This inquest is now closed. 

 

Will be releasing some of the possessions – includes his passport. 

       

[date] 

 

Clare Faulds 

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands 
           


