INQ/03/15

INQUEST (resumed) into the death of EDWIN GARCIA VALIENTE

1. Good morning. I am sitting as coroner today, 2314 September 2015, to resume the
inquest into the death of EDWIN GARCIA VALIENTE who whose death was reported
to me as having occurred on board the fishing vessel “An Sheng” on 26t April 2015. The
inquest was opened on 4t May 2015 when I received evidence from PC Christopher
John James Butler of Mr Valiente’s identity and a little information about the
circumstances in which his death had been reported. The inquest was adjourned for
further inquiries to be made and those inquiries have now been completed.

2. AsIsaid at the opening of the inquest, this is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of all
the deceased. The inquiry is to find answers to four limited but factual questions:

*  Who was the person?
*  When did he die?
*  Where did he die?

*  How did he come by his death?

3. AsIhave already received evidence identifying Mr Valiente, I am now seeking answers
to when, where and how he died. For this inquest, as in every coroner’s inquest, the
question “how” is limited to finding out by what means he came by his death. The aim
is to ascertain the simple facts of what actually happened and the inquiries are focused
on the direct cause of death. An inquest is not a trial and it is not a method of
apportioning guilt or blame nor is it an opportunity to examine the broader
circumstances in which the death occurred. The role of the Coroner is to examine the
evidence to find answers to the four questions. My conclusion will form the verdict.

4. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) as it
applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands” own
Coroner’s Rules 1995.

5. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to admit
documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses to the
circumstances of Mr Valiente’s death. This documentary evidence includes a report of a
post mortem examination carried out on my instruction. I do not intend to call any of
the witnesses to give oral evidence as some witnesses are not resident in the Falkland
Islands and are not able to attend this inquest and, in my opinion, the evidence of the
witness who is resident in the Falkland Islands is not likely to be disputed. Ihave
given notice to Mr Valiente’s family of my intention to admit written evidence today
and no objection has been raised. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as
follows:



e Statement made on 27t April 2015 by Chang- Chen WU, captain of the fishing vessel
“An Sheng” producing vessel crew list

e Statement made on 27t April 2015 by To Vanh LINH in which he describes seeing
Mr Valiente collapse to the floor on the main deck of the ship on 26t April 2015.

e Statement made on 21sr July 2015 by Dr Kevin Patrick who attended the vessel An
Sheng and made an external examination of Mr Valiente’s body.

e Statement made on 12t May 2015 by Police Constable Christopher Butler confirming
identification of Mr Valiente’s body for the post mortem examination.

e Report dated 11t June 2015 of forensic pathologist Dr Michael Parsons who carried
out a full post-mortem examination and stated that in his opinion the cause of death
could not be ascertained.

If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or she
should make objection now. Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the
documentary evidence he or she should say so now. Iask any person seeking to object
or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she claims to
be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules. Are there any objections or requests for copy
documentary evidence?

6. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall
read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest.

7. Inrespect of Dr Parsons’ report I shall only read out an extract although the full report
will be kept on the court file. This is because the report contains personal medical
evidence that is not relevant to cause of death. Ishall restrict myself to reading
description of the background circumstances and his conclusions.

[Statements and extracts of autopsy report read]

8. Summary

Edwin Garcia Valiente was born on 1st February 1988 and held Philippine nationality. He
was employed as a fish counter on the fishing vessel “An Sheng”, a jigger operating in
April 2015 under the command of Capt Chang-Chen Wu. On 26t April 2015 the vessel
was fishing in Falkland Islands waters and at approximately 5 pm Mr Valiente was
working on the main deck. He was seen by his fellow crew member To Vanh Linh to
collapse, falling to his haunches on the floor. Mr Linh reported the collapse to Capt Wu,
the first officer and one of Mr Valiente’s friends. The ship’s officers found Mr Valiente to
have died where he collapsed and Capt Wu recorded the death on 26t April 2015 and the
location of the vessel at the time as 51° 57" South , 62° 20" West. On Monday 27t April
2015 the vessel came into Stanley Harbour where PC Butler and Dr Kevin Patrick went on
board and at 16.47 hrs Dr Patrick formally certified life extinct. Mr Valiente’s body was
taken to King Edward VII Memorial Hospital to await a full post mortem examination.
The post mortem examination was carried out by Dr Michael Parsons on 8t May 2015.
The examination did not reveal any evidence of natural disease, any significant injury or



toxicological cause to explain Mr Valiente’s death. Even after further forensic tests had
been carried out the exact cause was not apparent but there is no indication that his death
was anything but entirely natural. There is no evidence that anyone’s conduct
contributed to or caused Mr Valiente’s death and I do not consider that any purpose can
be served by further enquiries.

9. I offer my sympathy and condolences to Mr Valiente’s family and friends in the
Philippines and his colleagues on the An Sheng.

10. Itis my duty to return a formal verdict. It is this:

Date of Name & Sex | Age |Rank or Profession Cause of death
Death Surname and Country

At17.00 hrs | Edwin Garcia | M 27 Fish Counter Unascertained
on 26th April | VALIENTE (dob 1t
2015 on February | Republic of the
board 1988 Philippines
fishing
vessel “An
Sheng” at
sea at 51° 57’
South , 62°
20" West

[Note: The above information is required for the prescribed Form 23 (inquisition) handed to
the registrar general for registration of the death.]

This inquest is now closed.

23rd September 2015

Clare Faulds

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands
Stanley,
Falkland Islands



