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INQUEST CONCERNING THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 

MOHAMMED YASAIN MEAH, MOHAMMAD HOSSAIN AND 

NABAB ALI 
  

 INQ-03-11 

 

Inquests taken on behalf of our Sovereign Lady the Queen at Stanley, Falkland Islands, before 

Alastair John Trevaskis, Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands, concerning the 

disappearances of MOHAMMED YASAIN MEAH, MOHAMMAD HOSSAIN and NABAB 

ALI. 

 

I the said Coroner, find that MOHAMMED YASAIN MEAH aged 27, MOHAMMAD 

HOSSAIN aged 26 and NABAB ALI aged 25, all late of the fishing vessel “SHUENN 

CHING No.1”, died of unknown cause. The circumstances of the deaths were as follows: 
 

 

On Saturday 26 March 2011 at 20111 hours SUE BUCKETT of FIC Shipping telephoned the 

Police Station. She reported that she had received a report from a Jigger called Shuenn Ching 

No.1 (“the vessel”), presently alongside the Reefer Pusan in Berkley Sound, that 3 members 

of the crew were missing an unaccounted for. One of the ship’s fenders was also missing, and 

it was believed the crewmen had jumped ship and were using the fender as a flotation aid. 

 

A multi-agency search was organised, co-ordinated by the Fisheries Department, and DS 660 

DAVID STREET and A/PS 877 PAUL McDADE went by launch to the vessel. They 

ascertained the identities of the missing men, and seized their Passports. The men were 

identified as: 

 

MOHAMMED YASSAIN MEAH dob 1/1/1984 

 

MOHAMMAD HOSSAIN dob 8/10/1984 

 

NABAB ALI dob 5/6/1985 

 

All 3 held Bangladeshi passports. 

 

On Sunday 27 March 2011, the vessel entered Stanley Harbour, and the same officers again 

boarded and spoke to the Captain. 

 

CHEN MING TE in his statement dated 27 March 2011 stated that he had been the Captain of 

the vessel for 20 years. He said that the missing men had joined the vessel in Singapore in 

January; they had no previous experience of such work, and all suffered from sea-sickness. 

The vessel began fishing for squid on 15 February, and on 26 March it came into Berkley 

Sound to tranship2. The missing men were working at 17003 hours, but failed to attend for 

dinner at 19003 hours. He stated that a small black fender was also missing.  

 

GAYLORD FONTANILLA BLANDO in his statement dated 26 March 2011 said that he 

was a member of the crew of the vessel, which he joined in 2009 in Singapore; he had been to 

the Falkland Islands three times since 2007. 

He confirmed that the missing men had all joined the vessel in Singapore in December 2010; 

he described them as friends who had not worked on a ship before. 

 

On 25 March 2011 at 12303 hours, the vessel anchored in Berkley Sound. The missing men 

were on deck, and he was surprised to see they had changed from their working clothes; 

NABAB ALI was wearing a T-shirt and jeans, and was running up and down the deck; the 

other two men were wearing black winter jackets.  
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MR. BLANDO did not speak to the men, but went to the stern to sleep on the deck, and did 

not see the men again. Later, when their disappearance was noticed, he searched the vessel for 

them, without success. In their cabin he found the clothes he had last seen them wearing. 

 

The Police officers then searched the entire vessel, including all compartments, holds and 

storage compartments with negative results. There was no evidence to suggest that the 

disappearances had involved foul play; the demeanour of the crew was happy, and they 

appeared to speak freely in front of the Captain. 

 

The search of the waters and surrounding coast continued until 16001 on Sunday 27 March 

2011, and included the RAF Search & Rescue helicopter using thermal imaging, the harbour 

launches and shore searches by the FIDF and occupants of properties bordering Berkley 

Sound. After that time, all vessels were asked to remain vigilant. 

 

BERNARD JOHN MEEHAN in his statement dated 18 July 2011 said that he has been a 

Fisheries Protection Officer for the Falkland Islands Government since 2007. he was the duty 

officer on watch on 26 March 2011 who received the initial report of the missing crewmen, 

and he initiated and co-ordinated the search operation. 

 

He said that the weather conditions that night had been fair, with wind speed of about 25 mph. 

The surface temperature was between 9 and 11 degrees Celsius, and the sea temperature 

would have been about the same. The tide was going out. 

 

In his opinion, the maximum time that a person could have survived in the sea would have 

been approximately 45 minutes. 

 

 

Conclusion     

 

It is 4 months since these three men were last seen alive aboard the vessel. The evidence of 

the Captain and crewman shows that they were aboard the vessel at 17003 on 26 March 2011 

and that they have not been seen alive since then. This evidence, together with the negative 

results of an intensive search operation, and the evidence of the weather and sea conditions, 

satisfies me on the balance of probabilities that they are dead. 

 

As to the cause of their deaths, there may be available to me on the evidence presented the 

options of Suicide or Accident, or an Open verdict. There is no evidence to suggest that they 

were killed by any other person.  

 

As to suicide, I must be satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that the death was as a result of a 

deliberate act by the deceased, and that he intended to kill himself. None of the men 

apparently left a note behind, and did not tell anyone he was contemplating suicide. I am not 

satisfied that any of the men intended to commit suicide. 

 

A finding of Accidental Death means death as the unintended result of a deliberate act; since 

the bodies of the missing men have not been recovered, the precise cause of their deaths 

cannot be established, and so I cannot be satisfied to the required standard that the cause of 

their deaths was accidental. 

 

In the circumstances, the only verdict I can properly return as to the cause of death is an Open 

verdict. This means that “the evidence did not fully or further disclose the means whereby the 

cause of death arose” In this case, as in many cases of disappearance, the evidence simply 

does not answer the question with the degree of probability required. 
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May I finally extend my condolences to the families of MOHAMMED YASAIN MEAH, 

MOHAMMAD HOSSAIN and NABAB ALI. 

 

 

These Inquests are now closed.    

 

Dated                                        2011  

 

 

 

Signed 

 

 

Alastair John Trevaskis 

HM Coroner 

Stanley 

Falkland Islands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 Stanley Time (GMT-3) 
2 51°33.339’S 58° 00.160’W 
3 Ship’s Time (GMT-2) 

 

 

 

 


