
INQUEST INTO THE DEATH OF MR. KEITH JAMES 

BONNER 

 

CORONER’S FINDINGS 

 

 

I have previously received evidence identifying the deceased as 

Keith James Bonner, and I am satisfied of that fact. 

 

I am satisfied by the evidence of Dr. Roger Diggle that he died 

on 5th March 2011 at 0205 hours at home at 4 Felton Court, 

Stanley. 

 

I am satisfied on the evidence collected by DC Webb and given 

to this inquest by him that Mr. Bonner was a 56 year old male 

who had for some 2 weeks before his death been suffering from 

a flu-like illness. Having been refused medication, he was taking 

proprietary medicines to combat the illness. He was also 

consuming alcohol; latterly this amounted to a bottle of whisky 

a day. He had also stopped taking medication for his long-

standing heart, blood pressure and cholesterol conditions.  

 

He spent much of his time either lying in bed or on the couch, or 

sitting at the kitchen table.  

 

On Friday 4th March 2011 in the evening he was sick, and 

vomited blood; he agreed to seek medical help, but in the early 

hours of the morning, his wife returned home from work and 

found him on the floor in the bedroom, cold to the touch and 

unresponsive. She called for help to her brother Errol Goss, who 

was staying with them, and called the emergency services. 

 

Dr. Roger Diggle attended and at 0205 hours on 5th March 2011 

pronounced life extinct in the deceased. 

 

On 15th March 2011, a post mortem examination was carried out 

by Dr. Stuart Hamilton, Consultant Forensic Pathologist, 



assisted by Dr. Sarah Saunders. He found that the immediate 

cause of death had been a bleed from erosion of the junction of 

the oesophagus and the stomach; the bleeding had been 

worsened by damage to the liver caused by long-term ingestion 

of alcohol, and had caused acute stress to the heart and lungs, 

which had failed as a result. 

 

In his opinion, the cause of death was: 

 

1a Upper gastrointestinal haemorrhage 

1b Oesophageal erosions and hepatic steatosis 

1c Alcohol(ethanol) ingestion 

11 Coronary artery atheroma and left ventricular hypertrophy 

 

I am satisfied on the evidence of DC Webb that there were no 

circumstances surrounding the death of the deceased which 

suggest that the cause of death was anything but accidental, and  

I so find. 

 

My inquisition will so record. 

 

I extend my condolences to the family and friends of Mr. 

Bonner. 

 

This inquest is now closed. 

 

Dated 5th May 2011 

 
 
Signed 
 
John Trevaskis 
HM Coroner 
Town Hall  
PO Box 602 
Stanley 
Falkland Islands F1QQ 1ZZ 



Tel: 00 500 27271 
Fax: 00 500 27270 


