
 

 

COR/12/17 

INQUEST into the death of Marliese THYROFF 

1. Good afternoon.  I am sitting as coroner of South Georgia and the South Sandwich 

Islands today, 21st November 2017, to open the inquest into the death of Marliese 

Thyroff, whose death was reported on 17th November 2017.  

2. This is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of all the deceased. The inquiry is to find 

answers to four limited but factual questions: 

• Who was the person? 

• When did she die? 

• Where did she die? 

• How did she come by her death? 

3. The death of Mrs Thyroff was reported to the Coroner by the Government Officer of 

South Georgia at approximately 4pm on 17th November 2017.  Information was 

received that Mrs Thyroff was a passenger on board the cruise ship Bremen, which at 

the time was some distance north of the Falkland Islands in international waters. 

4. The Bremen had intended to next call at Stanley, but deteriorating weather 

conditions meant that was not to be possible.  Accordingly permission was given for 

the ship to proceed to South Georgia.  As South Georgia is the first jurisdiction in to 

which the body of Mrs Thyroff will enter, it is as coroner for South Georgia that I 

must deal with this matter. 

5. The Bremen’s doctor, Dr Rainer Edelhoff, has provided a certificate stating that the 

death of Mrs Thyroff was due to natural causes.  Ordinarily it would not be necessary 

to hold an inquest in such a case; however, as Dr Edelhoff is not registered as a 

medical practitioner in the Falkland Islands or South Georgia, and as it is not 

realistically possible for the body to be brought to Stanley to be examined by a 

medical practitioner registered in the Falkland Islands, I am holding this inquest in 

order for the Registrar General to be able to properly register Mrs Thyroff’s death. 

6. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 (of 

England) as it applies in modified form in South Georgia and the South Sandwich 

Islands, and the Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2013 (of England), which also apply in 

South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands.  

7. I first must consider whether I have the power to hold this inquest, given the 

provisions of section 4 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 being that I must 

discontinue an inquest where the cause of death has been revealed to be natural.  I 



 

 

note that s4(1)(b) provides that I must discontinue the inquest only if I also think that 

it is not necessary to continue.  I am of the opinion that it is necessary to continue 

this inquest as there is no other practical way for the death of Mrs Thyroff to be 

registered. 

8. I give notice of my intention, under rule 23 of the Coroners (Inquests) Rules 2013, to 

admit documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses 

to the circumstances of Mrs Thyroff’s death.  I do not intend to call any witnesses to 

give oral evidence as, in my opinion, their evidence is not likely to be disputed.    I have 

given notice to Mrs Thyroff’s family and the Chief of Police of my intention to admit 

written evidence today and no objection has been raised.   

9. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows: 

• Statement of Captain Jorn Gottschalk, in the form of an entry in to the ship’s log book, 
identifying the deceased and giving the time and place of death; 

• Statement of Dr Rainer Edelhoff, giving the medical cause of death. 
 

If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or 

she should make objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the 

documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person seeking to 

object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she 

claims to be within section 47 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009.  Are there any 

objections or requests for copy documentary evidence? 

10. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

11. [Read statements] 

12. Summary  

I shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions.  I have considered the 

evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement.  I shall confine 

myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements. 

i) The deceased was Mrs Marliese Thyroff, born on 10th March 1939 in Germany.  

She was travelling aboard the MC Bremen as a passenger.  She held German 

Nationality. 

ii) The body has been identified by both the ship’s captain and the ship’s doctor as 

being that of Marliese Thyroff. 

iii) Mrs Thyroff had suffered cardiac problems in the recent past, including 

hypertension and a stroke. 



 

 

iv) Mrs Thyroff died at approximately 11:00 hours on 17th November 2017 on board 

the Bremen whilst it was at position 37º 13, 7’S; 52º 28,9’ W.  She was in the 

ship’s sauna at the time of death and Dr Edelhoff believes that this is likely to 

have precipitated death, 

v) Dr Edelohoff considered Mrs Thyroff’s medical history and concludes that her 

death was natural, caused by a cardiac arrest, contributed to by heat stroke and 

historic cardiac insufficiency, disturbance of her heart rhythm and hypertension.  

I accept his conclusions. 

13. Condolences 

I offer my sympathy to Mrs Thyroff’s family and friends in their loss. 
 
12. Verdict 

I shall now announce the formal verdict and findings that are needed for the death 

registration: 

 

Date , time and 
place of Death 

Name & Surname Sex Age Rank or Profession and 
Country 

Cause of death 

17th 
November 
2017 on 
board on the 
MV Bremen 
at location 
37º24,0’S, 
53º11,5’W 

Marliese 
THYROFF 

Female 78, 
date 
of 
birth 
10th 
March 
1939 

Retired 
 

1a Cardiac arrest 
1b Heat stroke 
1c Cardiac insufficiency, 
disturbance of the heart 
rhythm and 
hypertension 

 

This inquest is now closed. 

       

21st November 2017 

 

 

Rosalind Cheek 

Her Majesty’s Coroner for South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands           


