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INQUEST (resumed) into the death of Graeme John Hemming

. Good afternoon. [ am sitting as coroner today,11th July 2018 to resume the
inquest into the death of Graeme John Hemming whose death was reported on
5th April 2018 . The inquest was opened on 20t April 2018 when I received
evidence of Mr Hemming’s identity and a little information about the
circumstances in which his body had been found. The inquest was adjourned for
further inquiries to be made and those inquiries have now been completed.

. AsIsaid at the opening of the inquest, this is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of
all the deceased. The inquiry is to find answers to four limited but factual
questions:

«  Who was the person?

«  When did he die?

«  Where did he die?

« How did he come by his death?

. As T have already received evidence identifying Mr Hemmming name of deceased,
[ am now seeking answers to when, where and how he died. For this inquest, as
in every coroner’s inquest, the question “how” is limited to finding out by what
means Mr Hemming came by his death. The aim is to ascertain the simple facts of
what actually happened and the inquiries are focused on the direct cause of
death. An inquest is not a trial and it is not a method of apportioning guilt or
blame nor is it an opportunity to examine the broader circumstances in which
the death occurred. The role of the Coroner is to examine the evidence to find
answers to the four questions. My conclusion will form the verdict.

. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England)
as it applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands’
own Coroner’s Rules 1995. [Under rule 39 a coroner who believes that action
should be taken to prevent the recurrence of fatalities similar to that in respect of
which the inquest is being held may announce at the inquest that as coroner he
or she is reporting the matter in writing to the person or authority who may have
power to take such action and may report the matter accordingly. Later in these
proceedings I shall refer to making such a report.]

. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to admit
documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses
to the circumstances of [deceased]’s death. This documentary evidence includes



areport of a post mortem examination carried out on my instruction. I will be
calling the Coroners officer inthis case who can draw on the statements to
provide the inquest with the evidence.[I do not intend to call any of the expert
witnesses to give oral evidence as the witnesses are not resident in the Falkland
Islands and are not able to attend this inquest and in my opinion, their evidence
is not likely to be disputed. Ihave given notice to family of my intention to
admit written evidence today and no objection has been raised. The
documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows:

e Statement dated 5t April 20180f PC Zena Butler dated 5% April 2018 who
attended the home of Mr Hemming where he was found

e Report 29th May 2018 of forensic pathologist Dr Littler that the cause of death
was acute ethanol toxicity with complications of chronic ethanol misuse

o Toxicology report dated 14th May 2018 of Dr Paul Smith showing the levels of
alcohol in his blood.

If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or
she should make objection now. Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the
documentary evidence he or she should say so now. I askany person seeking to
object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she
claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules. Are there any objections or
requests for copy documentary evidence?

[Allow time for objection or request. If none proceed as 6 and 7 below]

6. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, [ shall
call Mr Whitby

7. Twill read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest.

8. Inrespect of Dr [ ]’s report Ishall only read out an extract although the full report
will be kept on the court file. This is because the report contains personal medical
evidence that is not relevant to cause of death. I shall restrict myself to reading
[describe sections e.g. his conclusions].

9. [Read statements and extracts from autopsy report]
10. Summary

[ shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions. I have considered
the evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement. I shall
confine myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements.

i) Graeme John Hemming born 12.09.62 In London and of British nationality

ii) He was found dead at his home. The precise time of death and cause of death
was unknown so it was brought to the attention of the police and then to the
Coroner[information as to why death brought to attention of RFIP/Coroner]



iii) He was initially discovered by his social worker mr Nathan murphy on his
weekly appointment to see Mr Hemming. When discovered he was sitting in
thei lounge area of his home. His head was slumped and he had dried blood
on his mouth and shirt. There were a number of empty bottles of rum in the
home.

iv) Although time of death is unknown and wrong to speculate He was last seen
alive on 29th March 2018 by a neighbor. Further his last transaction was with
the Chandlery on the morning of 29th March with delivery later that day. Itis
likely he died nearer to the datre of 29th March than to the darte of April 5th
when discovered.

v) He had a history of alcohol abuse. There is evidence of kidney impairment.
vi) The cause of death was
1a) -acute ethanol toxicity

II Complications of chronic ethanol misuse

11. Thanks

[ wish to record my thanks to [anyone assisting in rescue attempt etc, if
appropriate]

12. Condolences

[ offer my sympathy and condolences to [deceased’s] family and friends who are

12. Verdict

The formal finding of this inquest is:

Date of Death | Name & Surname | Sex Age Rank or Profession and Cause of death
Country
5t April Graeme John | M 12.09.62 | British. Resident | Acute ethanol toxicity
2018 hemming) aged 55 |of Falkland Islands |Complications of
Unemployed chronic ethanol misuse

[Note: The above information is required for the prescribed Form 23 (inquisition)
handed to the registrar general for registration of the death.]

This inquest is now closed.




11t July 2018

Martine Kushner

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands
Stanley,
Falkland Islands



