
 

 

COR/06/17 

INQUEST resumed into the death of Rian Rano Pratama 

1. Good morning.  I am sitting as coroner today, 24th October 2017, to resume the 

inquest into the death of Rian Rano Pratama whose death was reported on 12th May 

2017. The inquest was opened on 23rd May 2017 when I received evidence from PC 

Richard Moorhouse of Rian Rano Pratama’s identity and a little information about 

the circumstances in which his death occurred.  The inquest was adjourned for 

further inquiries to be made and those inquiries have now been completed.  

2. As I said at the opening of the inquest, this is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of all 

the deceased. The inquiry is to find answers to four limited but factual questions: 

• Who was the person? 

• When did he die? 

• Where did he die? 

• How did he come by his death? 

3. As I have already received evidence identifying Rian Rano Pratama, I am now seeking 

answers to when, where and how he died.  For this inquest, as in every coroner’s 

inquest, the question “how” is limited to finding out by what means Mr Pratama 

came by his death. The aim is to ascertain the simple facts of what actually happened 

and the inquiries are focused on the direct cause of death.  An inquest is not a trial 

and it is not a method of apportioning guilt or blame nor is it an opportunity to 

examine the broader circumstances in which the death occurred.  The role of the 

Coroner is to examine the evidence to find answers to the four questions.  My 

conclusion will form the verdict.  

4. The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) as it 

applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands’ own 

Coroner’s Rules 1995.  

5. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroner’s Rules 1995, to admit 

documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses to the 

circumstances of Mr. Pratama’s death.  This documentary evidence includes a report of 

a post mortem examination carried out on my instruction. I do not intend to call any 

witnesses to give oral evidence as, in my opinion, their evidence is not likely to be 

disputed.    I have given notice to Mr. Pratama’s family, the Chief of Police and Sulivan 

Shipping Services (who are the local agents for the vessel on which Mr Pratam served) 

of my intention to admit written evidence today and no objection has been raised.   

6. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows: 



 

 

• Statement of Susanto, dated 16th May 2017, who states that Mr Pratama became ill 
about two weeks prior to his death and gives evidence regarding visits to Mr Pratama 
by the First Officer 

• Statement of Muhammad Amin, dated 16th May 2017, who states that some 
medication was given to Mr Pratama, who then became more ill and died 

• Statement of Abdul Ghofur, dated 16th May 2017, who states that Mr Pratama asked 
him if he could leave the ship when he became ill 

• Statement of Im Ogoeng, dated 16th May 2017, who was the First Officer on board the 
ship on which Mr Pratama served.  He gives evidence about medication and enemas 
given to Mr Pratama, as well as a description of Mr Pratama’s physical state 

• Statement of Wong Jung Bu, dated 16th May 2017, who was the Captain on board the 
ship on which Mr Pratama served.  He gives evidence about seeing Mr Pratama whilst 
he was unwell, giving him acupuncture, contacting the Company regarding Mr 
Pratama’s illness and the advice he was given 

• Statement of Song Deog Hyeon, dated 16th May 2017, who produces the captain’s 
report on Mr Pratama’s condition, the diagnostic report received from Dr Noh Sang 
Woo, the schedule of treatment for Mr Pratama and the medical record of Mr 
Pratama 

• Report of forensic pathologist Dr John Clark who has stated that, in his opinion, the 
medical cause of Mr Pratama’s death was Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 

 
If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or 

she should make objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the 

documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person seeking to 

object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she 

claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules.  Are there any objections or 

requests for copy documentary evidence? 

7. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

8. In respect of Dr Clark’s  report I shall only read out an extract although the full report 

will be kept on the court file.  This is because the report contains personal medical 

evidence that is not relevant to cause of death.  I shall restrict myself to reading his 

conclusions 

9. [Read statements, perhaps summarizing the schedule of treatment as it is very long, and 

conclusions from autopsy report – for report simply read conclusions on p3 – this 

includes a sentence dealing with earlier medical treatment significantly enhancing 

chance of survival] 

10. Summary  

I shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions.  I have considered the 

evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement.  I shall confine 

myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements. 



 

 

i) Rian Rano Pratama was born on 3rd January 1991 in Tuban, Indonesia.  He was a 

crew member on board the MFV In Sung Ho and held Indonesian Nationality. 

ii) The body has been identified by a number of the witnesses as being that of Mr 

Pratama. 

iii) The crew of the In Sung Ho regarded Mr Pratama as deceased at 1630 hours on 

11th May 2017. 

iv) Mr Pratama’s body was brought to Stanley on board the In Sung Ho and taken to 

King Edward VII Memorial Hospital to await a full post-mortem examination.  

Upon being brought to the hospital, the body was examined and a formal 

declaration of death was made by Dr Hope on 13th May 2017 at 1306 hours. 

v) The post-mortem examination was undertaken by Dr John Clark.  Dr Clark was 

also provided with a review of Mr Pratama’s medical history.  Dr Clark was able 

to ascertain from his examination that Mr Pratama suffered from pulmonary 

tuberculosis, primarily affecting his right lung but which had also spread to the 

left lung and abdomen.  Dr Clark came to the conclusion that Mr Pratama’s death 

was caused by pulmonary tuberculosis.   I accept Dr Clark’s conclusion. 

11. Condolences 

I offer Mr Pratama’s family and friends my sympathy in their loss.  I wish to extend my 
thanks to those who assisted on board the vessel. 
 
12. Verdict 

I shall now announce the formal verdict and findings that are needed for the death 

registration: 

 

Date , time and 
place of Death 

Name & Surname Sex Age Rank or Profession and 
Country 

Cause of death 

11th May 
2017 on 
board MFV 
In Sung Ho at 
sea at 
location 
59º24’S, 
59º47’W 

Rian Rano 
PRATAMA 

Male 26 Fishing vessel 
crewman 
 

1a Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

 

13. Prevention of similar fatalities 



 

 

THIS IS WHAT YOU NEED TO FILL IN!  IT MAY BE THAT YOU WISH TO DO JUST ONE 

‘RECOMMENDATION’ FOR ALL THREE INQUESTS AT THE END, BUT I THINK YOU NEED TO 

STATE PRIOR TO CLOSING EACH INDIVIDUAL INQUEST THAT YOU ARE GOING TO DO SO. 

This inquest is now closed. 

       

24th October 2017 

 

 

Martine Kushner 

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands 
Stanley, 
Falkland Islands 
           


