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INQUEST into the death of Malcolm John Parr 

1. Good afternoon.  I am sitting as Coroner of the Falkland Islands today, 15th January 

2018, to open the inquest into the death of Malcolm Parr, date of birth, 14.4.46 

whose death was reported on 14th January 2018.  

2. This is an inquiry; no one is on trial, least of all the deceased. The inquiry is to find 

answers to four limited but factual questions: 

• Who was the person? 

• When did he die? 

• Where did he die? 

• How did he come by his. death? 

3. The death of Mr. Parr was reported to the Coroner by DC Ross at approximately 1.30 

on 14th January 2018.  Information was received that Mr. Parr  was a passenger on 

board the cruise ship NV Expedition but had landed on West Point Island and had 

died whilst out walking there 

4. The Expedition’s doctor, Jan Emil Kristoffersen MD, has provided a certificate stating 

that the death of Mr. Parr was due to a heart attack.  Ordinarily it would not be 

necessary to hold an inquest in such a case; however, as Dr. Kristoffersen is not 

registered as a medical practitioner in the Falkland Islands or the United Kingdom I 

am holding this inquest in order for the Registrar General to be able to properly 

register Mr. Parr’s death. 

5.  The proceedings today are conducted under the Coroner’s Act 1988 (of England) as 

it applies in modified form in the Falkland Islands, and the Falkland Islands own 

Coroner’s Rules 1995. 

 

6. I give notice of my intention, under rule 33 of the Coroners Rules 1995, to admit 

documentary evidence in the form of written statements provided by witnesses to the 

circumstances of Mr. Parr’s death.  I do not intend to call any witnesses to give oral 

evidence as, in my opinion, their evidence is not likely to be disputed.    I have given 

notice to Mr. Parr’s family and the Chief of Police of my intention to admit written 

evidence today and no objection has been raised.   

7. The documentary evidence I intend to admit is as follows: 

• Statement of Dr. Kristoffersen 

• A separate statement of Dr. Kristoffersen, giving the medical cause of death. 



If any person wishes to object to the admission of this documentary evidence he or 

she should make objection now.  Similarly, if a person wishes to see a copy of the 

documentary evidence he or she should say so now.   I ask any person seeking to 

object or wishing to see a copy of the documentary evidence to state how he or she 

claims to be within Rule 19 of the Coroner’s Rules.  Are there any objections or 

requests for copy documentary evidence? 

8. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

 

9. There being no objections and no requests to see copy documentary evidence, I shall 

now read the statements and report aloud and thus into the record of the inquest. 

10. [Read statements] 

11. Summary  

I shall now give a summary of my reasons for my conclusions.  I have considered the 

evidence carefully but I shall not repeat the detail from each statement.  I shall confine 

myself to what I am satisfied are the most important elements. 

i) The deceased was Mr. Malcolm Parr born on 14th April 1946.  He was aged 71...  

He was travelling aboard the NV Expedition as a passenger.  He held Australian 

Nationality. 

ii) The body has been identified by Mrs. Parr, his wife as that of Malcolm Parr. 

iii) Mr. Parr had suffered cardiac problems in the recent past, and had been 

prescribed and was taking medication. The medication included Ramipril to treat 

blood pressure and prevent heart attacks or stroke, Warfarin – a blood thinner, 

and Minax which lowers Blood pressure or reduces the risk of heart attack. 

iv) The background information as told by his wife to the Dr. Kristoffersen is that Mr. 

Parr had chronic coronary heart disease and type II diabetes and increasing 

angina for some time. 

v) Mr. Parr collapsed at approximately 9.00 on January 14th.  He was walking up a 

slope at west Point Island.  He was immediately and fortuitously attended by two 

other passengers who were medical practitioners, one a GP, Dr. Green and the 

other, an anesthesiologist, Mr. Hunter and started CPR immediately.  They had 

diagnosed cardiac arrest... Dr. Kristofferson arrived a short time afterwards and 

continued the CPR.  Adrenalin was administered at around 09.25 but to no avail.  

He was then evacuated  and declared dead on arrival at Stanley at 11.40 on 14th 

January 



vi) Dr. Kristoffersen considered Mr. Parr’s medical history and concludes that her 

death was natural, caused by a cardiac arrest in a patient with known chronic 

and symptomatic coronary artery disease most probably triggered by an acute 

myocardial infarction. .  I accept his conclusions. 

12. Condolences 

I offer my sympathy to Mrs. Parr’s family and friends in their loss. 
 
12. Verdict 

I shall now announce the formal verdict and findings that are needed for the death 

registration: 

 

Date , time and 
place of Death 

Name & Surname Sex Age Rank or Profession and 
Country 

Cause of death 

14th January 
2018 at 
11.40 at 
KEMH, 
Stanley, 
Falkland 
Islands  

Malcolm John 
Parr 

Male 71, 
date 
of 
birth 
14th 
April 
1946 

Retired 
 

1a Cardiac arrest 
1bCoronary heart 
Disease 
 

 

I intend to close the inquest. As the doctor is not UK registered and so the nature of the 

inquest is a little unusual.  I have asked that blood samples be taken and  so that a report 

can be done.  In the unlikely event that this produces any new relevant  information, I can 

reopen the inquest.  This inquest is now closed. 

       

15th January 2018 

Martine Kushner 

Her Majesty’s Coroner for the Falkland Islands 
Falkland Islands           
 


