INQUEST INTO THE DEATH (F

JAMES DAVID CLUGSTCN

(25th December 1983)

24th Febru~ry 1984

9.58 am

PETER RCGERSON

I am an RFA Radio Officer currently serving on the St Brandon.
My home address is 42 Manor Road, Inskip, Preston, Lancashire.

On Saturday 24th December 1983 I was on board ship until
evening. The ship was tied up alongside the 0il Mariner at
the mole at the Camber.

The Captain came to my cabin at 6.30. That was the deceased
James Clugston. It was after dinner would have been served.
We had a drink tcgether. He had two large Scotches I think.
Normally he would only have a can of beer or perhaps no drink
at all. He visited me alot. Normally he did not drink but
sometimes would have a can of beer. He was in and out of my
cabin a bit. I persuaded the Captain to come ashore and meet
some of the service people. The Captain went to his cabin
and changed.

We went ashore at about 9.15 pm. We went first to the
Sergeants' Mess. This was at Navy Point. To get ashore we
went across the Cil Mariner and then onto the mole or jetty,
then along the mole, then along a road made of large stones
and earth or mud.

We stayed in the Sergeants' Mess until somewhere after 11 pm.
We stayed in the ward Room until about midnight. I returned
to the Sergeants' Mess with the Chief Officer at about mid~
night. When we walked in there reople were shaking hands

to celebrate, it seemed, t4e start of Christmas Day.

The Chief Cfficer had walked in Just before we left to ask
us to go up to the mess. The Captain stayed behind. It was
the last we saw of him.

I stayed in the Sergeants' Mess until I returned to the

5t Brandon. I think it was about 1 am. I chatted to a
couple of the crew for a few minutes then went to bed., My
cabin is next to the Captain's cabin. I have a pass key.

For some inexplicable reason I opened his door to see if he
had got back., He had not got back. He was left with the OC
of the Port Squadron. I thought he had been offered a billet
for the night which is quite a common practice.

At about 10 am on Christmas Day I checked his cabin again,

I informed the Chief Officer that he was not there. The Chief
Officer and Second Lngineer went to look for hime I followed
shortly after.
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T asked w member of the Ward Room and the PMC of the Sergeants'
mess if they could search their quarters. They did not find
him.

I think the Captain had about two pints of beer in the
Sergeants' Mess and another pint in the Ward Room.

Signed: P Rogerson
M C L1 Gaiger, H M Coroner

JANTS JOHN McINTYRE, SECOND ENGINEWR, M V ST BRANDOK
Home Address - 3 Lincoln Grove, Dunfermline.

On the 2i4th December 1983 T was on the St Brandon which tied
up to the Oil Mariner at about 17.30. We could then stop work.
We got cleaned up and had a meal. I saw Captain Clugston at
the meal and about the ship after,

At about 9 pm I went ashore with the Captain, Chief Officer
and Radioc Officer. We crossed the 0il Mariner and went on

the jetty. Ve went to the Mavy Point Sergeants' Mess. It
took us about 15 minutes after we found it. We were there
about an hour then the Captain and Radio Officer went to the
Officers' Mess. The Chief Officer came back with the Wireless
Officer at about 12 o'clock.

The Radio Officer, Chief Cfficer and myself went back to the
ship at about 12.30 am. e went along a pallet path trying
to find the shortest way back onto the road to the jetty.

It took us about 5 minutes to work out how to get from the
jetty, across the Oil Mariner and onto the ship,

We went in to say goodnight to the Chief Engineer. I went
down to the cook's cabia I am told. I did not remember that
at the time.

I had sailed with Captain Clugston several times before. I
had known him 6 or 7 years. He was very safety conscious
about gangways and so on and the safety of the ship. Captain
Clugston had made it clesr to me during discussions that he
was not pleased about being down here. His mother was in
hospital - she was a fair age. He seldom went ashore. If

he did drink he was on his own. He did not drink very much.
He drank much more than he usually does on Christmas ive.

He did not worry much. He was more worried about being away
from his family - more worried about his two sons at achool.
When at home he alweys tried to get home for the weekends on
the Isle of Man. He telephoned them quite alot.

When he went ashore he was wearing a mixed wool tweed jacket
and a blue woolen cardigan.

On Christmas afterncon I saw the body of Captain Clugston -
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I noticed bruises about the face. He was not like that when
I last saw him.

Our work-boat was kept on the ship all that night. We used it
on Christmas Day to go up to Navy Point between 10 and 11 am.
Christmas morning when we were told that the Captain had not
slept in his bed the Chief Officer and I went to Navy Point
to see if he was still there and did not find him. I did not
know of the Captain staying away before.

The Captain had something to drink in the Radio Officer's
cabin and then another drink with me before we went ashore.
He had a whisky. He drank whisky in the Sergeants' HMess.

I considered the Captain to be in a celebrating sort of mood
like the rest of us that night. He was quite hapny.

¢Intyre

Signed: Jd M
C L1 Gaiger, H M Coroner

J
M

STEPHEN HARPER, CHIEF OFFICTR, M V ST BRANDOM.
Home Address - 2 Beech Street, Swinton Manchester.

On Saturday 24th December 1983 I was on the St Brandon. We
were working on deck until about 8 pm.

We went ashore between 9 and 9.15 with the Captain, Second
Engineer and the Radio Officer.

We went to the Sergeants' Miss at Navy Point arriving there

at about 9.30 pm. T had a short drink with the others before
vwe went ashore. 1 stayed in the S-rgeants' Mess until I

called the Captain and Radio Officer back. I just went to

see what they were doing as it was about 11.45 pm. They did
not come back immediately. It was about 15 minutes. The

Radio Officer came back with me. I thought the Captain was
following us. At the door there was a little confusion because
carol singers came. I assumed the Captain was following but

it turned out that he was not.

We got back to the Sergeants' Mess just after midnight. Every-
one was shaking hands. We stayed there until we got back on
the ship about 1 am, I was 5 minutes ahead of the others.

We started on the pallet path but changed to the main path.

We want down to the cook's cabin. We had a couple of drinks
there and went to bed. I was not really thinking of where the
Captain was.

At about 10 am the Radio Officer told me the Captain was not
on board, We were not concerned. We thought he was billeted
ashore. However, we went to find the Officer in charge at
Navy Point to search and find if he had stayed the night. We
were told that he had not been billeted. They said he left
soon after the Radio Officer and myself for the ship and they
had pointed him in the right direction.
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I went with the Second Engineer to look for him at Navy Point.
After searching round the pallet path we met Major Carolan,
the OC, who said that he had some news that might be bad. He
said a body had been found near Bravo Slip on the other side
and the description fitted that of the Captain,

I went to the hospital at 12.20 pm and saw a dead body there,
It was Captain Clugston. I identified the body to someone T
cannot remember.

I have known the Captain for about 3 years but not well.

The Captain was happy, we were enjoying ourselves, he was too.
He appeared by no means drunk when I saw him in the Ward Room.
I do not know how much he had drunk.

1 identify Captain Clugston from the photographs (put in by
the Chief Police Officer as Exhibit C-WR1).

Cigned: S Harper
M C L1 Gajiger, E M Coroner

FLIGHT LIFUTENANT PAUIL MARTIN, OFFICER COMMANDING FLIGHT 1564
BFPO 666 ~ based at Navy Point

I was in the Ward Room at Navy Point on Saturday night 24th
December 1983 with Major Carolan. We had some vieitors at
about 10.30 pm or 11 pm. They were the Captain and Radio
Officer from the St Brandon.

The Captain had been drinking but was not drunk. The Radio
Officer had been drinking and was more apparently drunk. They
stayed one hour to an hour and a half. The Radio Officer was
being boring. He domineted everything and was repetitive.
Major Carolan closed the bar to induce them to leave. The
Radio (‘fficer left without the Captain. The Captain left at
almost the same time through a different door. Major Carolan
showed him to the door and I believe gave directions to the
Captain. Major Carclan returned to the bar. We had a drink
and retired. This was about midnight. I bhelieve the Captain
was going back to his ship. The door led to the pallet path
which went towards the jetty. The Captain was quiet when he
left. He was quietly drunk in my opinion. He did not appear
incapable.

Signed: P Martin
M C 11 Gaiger K H M Coroner



11.18 am

-5 -

RULCKT DEVES, POLICE SERGVANT ATTACHED TO THT F.LKLAND ISLARDS
POLICT TCRCL.

On Sunday 25th December 1983 as a result of information at
8.15 am I went to the A Slip on the waterfront where I saw
the body of & man I now know to be James David Clugston.

The body was face down in the water with the head just touching
the shore. We pulled the body onto the shore. It was dressed
in a shirt and trousers.

At 9.05 am Dr Pearce arrived and certified life extinct.

I was present at A Slip when W O Tyler attended at 8.45 am and
took a series of photographs. At 11.15 am I searched the
shoreline from the Falkland Islands Company yard to the East
Rubbish Tip. Later that afternoon I boarded the 5t Brandon
which was moored alongside the tug Cil Mariner, which in turn
was moored to the jetty at Navy Foint. I found the passage

from Navy Point jetty onto the 0il Mariner extremely hazardous.
The passage from the Oil Mariner to the St Brandon was difficult,
Two Yokohama fenders were placed between the two boats, one
forward and one aft.

On the morning of Monday 26th December 1983 I supervised an
organised search team of the foreshore from the Town Hall to
the East Rubbish Tip with a negative result.

From numerous enquiries I have established that the last

of ficial boat to leave Navy Point on the evening of the 2hth/
25th December 1983 was at 11.30 pm on the 24th December 1983.
There were no air movements at all and as far as I can ascer-
tain there was no vehicle transport from Navy Foint to Stanley.

The first boat from Navy Point on Christmas Day was at 8.30 am.

The face of Captain Clugston was being gently pushed on the
shore when I found him. It was stoney there.

Signed: Robert Beves PS562
M C L1 Gaiger, H M Coroner
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WALTER GEORGE RICHARDS, CHIEFT PCLICE OFFiICER, FALKLAND ISLANDS.

On Sunday 25th December 1983 at 8.30 am I went to A Slip opposite
YPF Fuel Depot, Stanley, where I saw the b:dy of a man in the
water face down with the head on the waterline and with the body
at rightangles to the beach. The body was dressed in a shirt,
trousers, socks and shoes.

At 8.40 am I was present when photographs were taken by Warrant
Ofificer Tyler of the SIB Royal Military Police (Exhibit WR1).

I was present when Dr Pearce of the KEMH attended at 9.05 am
and certified life extinct. I put in Exhibit WR8, Dr Pearce's
gtatement - Statement read.

I accompanied the body to KEMH where it was stripped and examined
for marks or injuries but none were visible. There was no identi-
fication on the body.

At 12.20 pm I was infoimed by Stephen Harper, the Chief Officer
of the MV St Brandon, that he identified the body as that of
David Clugston, Master of the MV St Brandon.

I visited the St Brandon while moored at Navy Point later the
same day and interviewed members of the crew and made a sub-
sequent visit to obtain statements.

I have visited the Officers! Mess at Navy Point where David
Clugston was last seen at midnight on 2hth December 1983 and
obtained a statement from lajor Patrick Morris Carclan, the
Officer Commanding 73 FI Port Squadron RCT, the last known
person to see the deceased alive., (Exhibit WR2 - Major Carolan
has left the Islands - Statement read).

The body was flown to the United Kingdom for post mortem exam-
ination and I forwarded a written report for the information of
the Pathologist concerned with all the availalle information
and asked his opinion on two points.

The post mortem was performed by Professor McGee on 3rd January
1984 and notification was received that death was due to
drowning. Biochemical tests were to be carried out and the
results were to follow. (Exhibit WRAL).

On 4th February 1984 a telex was received stating that those
tests had shown a blood alcohol ¢f 230 milligrams per 100 milli-
litres and a urine alcohol of 370 milligrams per 100 millilitres.
(Exhibit WRS).

I caused further inquiries to be made and on 15th February 1984
T received a telex stating that in the opinion of Professor
McGee the body would not have floated but it is possible to
have been pushed across by currents or tide and that he had
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been dead for between 6 and 14 hours before rectal temp-
erature was taken. (Exhibit WR6).

I have been unable to establish the movements of David Clugston
betweon midnight the 24th December 1983 and 8.10 am the 25th
December 1983 when his body was found.

I have one further exhibit WR7 made by Peter Livens who found
the body and has left the Islands.

I have obtained tide tables covering 24th/25th December (WR9),

I put in WR10. This shows that when the tide falls the currents
go through the narrows. The effect of the rising tide is quite
different. When it rises it splits opposite the narrows and
goes Last towards the Canache and another stream West in Stanley
Harbour where it sets up a clockwise motion West of the natrows.
This is shown on diasgram WR11 which I now put in.

From the last 3 exhibits you will see that high tide on the

2lith December 1983 was at 2233 Stanley time (one hour different
from the tide tables). Low tide was at 0331 on the 25th
December 1983. The next high tide on the 25th December 1983
wags 10,11 am, 6} hours after the iow tide. Assuming the bady
entered the water at 0030 on the 25th December 1983 at Navy
Point it could have been influenced by about 2 hours of ebb

or falling tide as the last 13 hours would be slack water

having little or no movement. The biddy could have been at

the narrows or even outside at that time. On the change of tide
the body would be influenced by the clockwise movement of the
water for about 4} hours, but taking into account a period of
slack water at the commencement of the flood or rising tide

3 hours is more likely. The body washed up on the South shore
and could have been assisted by the rising tide. On the falling
tide after 0331 the body would have missed the maximum flow to
a great extert. On a rising tide it would be influenced by the
maximum flow for 2 to 3 hours and the speed of tide varies bet-
weﬁn one quarter and one half knot. (Sce Exhibit WR12 now put
in).

The walkway is wooden pallets that runs due West about 300 yerds
in from the shoreline. Captain Clugston would have been ex-
pected to follow that wooden walkway to a position slightly

East of the Camber jetty. He would then turn left and walk
towards the jetty over rough natural ground slightly downhill
until he reached the level ground which is mainly rough cirushed
metal. Probably 75 to 80 yards walking West on that surface he
would reach the stone jetty. He would have to walk acroass very
large tyres and various fenders would get him on one boat, the
0il Mariner. Having crossed the 0il Mariner the St Brandon

was moored on its outside., Between the two ships were two
Yckohama fenders (like enormrus rubber sausages) at water level.
This kept the ships abovt 4 fect apart. Captain Clugston would
have to cross that gap to get on the St Brandon. It was difficulti
in the day light stone cold sober and I do not know how they did
it at night.

Moat of the deceased's personal prcperty, eg money and keys,
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(the latter weire later found) must have been in his coat.
£19 was found in his trousers and 2 yellow metal ring was
found on his finger.

2%0 milligrams is a very high reading of alcohol. 80 is
the maximim allowed for drinking in UK. BMA states that
the driving of persons with a blood alcohol level of 150
only is impaired. The figure for dying of alcohol poison-
ing varies.

Signed: W Richards, Chief Superintendent
M C L1 Gaiger, H M Coroner

Inquest closed. Findings to be given in Chambers at a
later date.

M C Ll Gaiger
H M Coroner
9th April 1984



