Before the Coroner James Wood sitting the 14th April 1993

Inquest concerning the deaths of members of the crew of the MV Serrekunda
No.3.

Len Stanford McGill Detective Sergeant Royal Falkland Islands Police: sworn

On 9th April 1993 at about 20.00 hours I was made aware that three bodies had
been taken to the King Edward Memorial Hospital from a vessel lost north of
Macbride Head. I learned that 15 crewman had been rescued and three bodies
recovered.

I labelled the bodies LMcGO1, 02 and 03
Dr Moore certified death.
The Second Officer Mr Ou Yu Muk identified the bodies visually as being

LMcG0O1 - Gwak Kyung Tae, Chief Engineer
LMcG(02 - Bak Nam Cheol, Radio Operator
LMcGO3 - Joung Tae Man, First Officer

Unfortunately no documentary evidence of identification was possible - eg by
seaman’s book or passport - so 1 have requested fingerprint records which I
believe to be available. I am not able to say how long this will take.

Dr Timothy Richard Moore: sworn
(reads statement)

I am Timothy Richard Moore, a Medical Practitioner employed by the Falkland
Islands Government. My qualifications are: MB.BS (1981 London); DRCOG
(1984 London); MPH (1991 Leeds). On Friday 9th April 1993 I attended the
mortuary at the King Edward Memorial Hospital, where 1 examined a male
body marked: "LMcG/0O1". The pupil were fixed and dilated, and no breath
sounds or heart sounds were heard. I declared the body deceased at 20.16
hours. The deceased appears to have received a blow to the face, but a detailed
post mortem examination was not required and was not performed at this time. 1



examined another male body marked "LMcG/02" the pupils were fixed and
dilated, and no breath sounds or heart sounds were heard. 1 declared the body
deceased at 20.20 hours. I examined another male body marked "LMcG/03".
The pupils were fixed and dilated, and no breath sounds or heart sound were
heard. I declared the body deceased at 20.23 hours. As I did not perform a post
mortem examination (other than to certify death) on any of the three bodies, I
am unable to certify the statutory cause(s) of death.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.l)

I have nothing to add. I am unable to certify the medical cause of death. I do
not believe the cause of death can be determined in the Falkland Islands in the
light of the facilities presently available here.

Qrder I Direct that the bodies be released from the jurisdiction for the purposes
of post mortem examination within the jurisdiction of the Coroner for Oxford
by a person nominated by him and then for onward transmission to the country
of origin for burial.

The inquest now stands adjourned until 2.00 pm on the 22nd April 1993,

This is the resumed inquest adjourned from last week in relation to the
deaths of three persons from the Serrekunda No. 3 who have been
provisionally but not positively identified only

C: What I propose to do today is to call briefly Sergeant McGill in a few
moments and who will introduce statements from the forces who were involved
in the recovery of the bodies of those three members of crew. 1 then propose
to call John Clark to provide information regarding the statements taken from



members of crew, and also to provide some information regarding the vessel
itself, and then subsequently to call each member of crew to give their evidence.
It is then my intention subject to any matter which may arise during the course
of the inquest today, to adjourn at that point to a date probably at the end of
next month by which time the post mortem reports should have been received,
together with a positive identification and I will then call the evidence of both
Sergeant McGill, and substantive evidence of Mr Clark which should then
conclude the inquest. Before I take any of those steps I think the most
appropriate thing would be for Captain Chang to be sworn as interpreter for the
purposes of the proceedings today. Captain Chang if you come forward please.

Captain W.S. Chang sworn as interpreter.

Thank you Captain Chang, your services will not be required until we begin to
hear evidence from the members of crew.

Detective Sergeant McGill sworn.,

C: You are Len Stanford McGill?

Sgt. Yes sir.

C: You are detective sergeant of the Royal Falkland Islands police?

Sgt. That is correct sir.

C: Sergeant 1 understand that following the sinking of this vessel that you
interviewed a number of persons involved with the rescue attempt and the
recovery of the three bodies?

Sgt. Yes sir, I spoke to several and others were done by the SIB at Mount
Pleasant for me.

C: Now you took statements I believe and a number of statements which I think
are relevant for todays purposes?

Sgt. Yes sir, I have four in total.

C: Now could you tell us who those are from then in turn read each one of
those statements aloud please?

Sgt. The first is from Hans Michael Munnelly dob 20.6.62 Flight Lieut

"I am Flt Lt. Hans Michael Munnelly 8028715c a pilot currently employed
within my trade on 78 Sqd. RAF Mount Pleasant were I have been so employed
since the 6th April 1993. I depart from the Falkland Islands on the 1st June
1993. On the Sth April 1993 at 13.35 hours I was the co-pilot of a RAF Sea
King search and rescue helicopter that was scrambled from RAF Mount Pleasant



to investigate a sighting of two uninflated life rafts and some life jackets at a
position south 5116 west 05748. Other crew members were Flt Lt. J Dickson,
F S Cross and F S Joyce. After departing RAF Mount Pleasant we headed off to
the search area. On arrival at the datum of 1356 hours the immediate area was
searched with negative result the search was expanded to 5 nautical miles radius
from the datum. Bravo November the FI. Defender aircraft was given from
radius 5 miles out to 10 to search. At 1429 hrs I spotted an orange dinghy with
survivors on board the location was south 5115.7 west 05740.3. All 15
survivors were winched on board the Aircraft and taken direct to KEMH at Port
Stanley. Prior to landing at King Edward Memorial Hospital it was established
through Fish Ops that there were probably 35 persons on board the missing
ship. At 1505 hrs the Aircraft landed and the survivors were handed over to
medical staff in an awaiting ambulance. We then departed back to the original
datum to commence search from datum downwind out to 10 miles. At 1526 hrs
a body was spotted in the water at location South 5116.5 West 05744.3. The
aircraft hovered over the body and he was subsequently winched onboard by
the crew members at the back of the aircraft. 1 was informed that there were no
obvious signs of life in the body. We then continued our search. At this point a
Hercules Aircraft arrived at the location and assumed a scene command shortly
afterward a Chinook helicopter also arrived on scene and a coordinated search
was commenced. At approximately 1655 hrs we departed the scene to carry out
a refuel on HMS Dumbarton Castle arriving at 1710 hrs. The body was left on
board the ship and we returned to scene. At 1740 hrs the Chinook crew located
two further persons in the water at location south 5115.03 west 05744.96. The
Chinook called us in and remained nearby because the two persons were
entangled in ropes with no signs of life from either. It was considered unsafe to
attempt to winch them on board so HMS Dumbarton Castle was tasked to pick
them up. One of the bodies was wearing a life jacket and was face up; the other
had no life jacket was face down and submerged. We then continued the search.
At 18.13 hrs the Chinook was retasked and departed the area. At 1835 hrs a
boat from HMS Dumbarton Castle picked up the two bodies. Once onboard
Dumbarton Castle our aircraft landed on the ship at approximately 1900 hrs.
We then collected all 3 bodies and transported them to KEMH Port Stanley
arriving at approximately 2000 hrs. The bodies were collected by an ambulance
crew and the Aircraft returned to RAF Mount Pleasant. "

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.2)

C: Thank you sergeant,



Sgt. The next statement is from a Peter John Joyce who is a Flt. Sgt. Do you
wish me to give you any other details.

C: Do you mean regarding sergeant Joyce or the contents of his statement?

Sgt. Regarding Sgt Joyce.

C: No. Thank you

Sgt: "1 am Flt Sgt Peter John Joyce (D8141319) an Air Load Master currently
employed within my trade on 78 Sqn at RAF Mount Pleasant where 1 have been
so employed since 6 April 93. I depart from the Falkland Islands on 30 May 93.
On 9 April 93 at approximately 1330 hrs-1 am not sure of the exact time-the
SAR crew was scrambled to a possible shipwreck 14 miles off Berkeley Sound.
On arrival at the area we set up a standard SAR search pattern of the area.
Nothing was found in the immediate vicinity so the area was expanded and
subsequently we found a dinghy with 15 live persons onboard. Once recovered
these persons were taken to Port Stanley to KEMH. We then returned to the
search area and continued our search. About 1 hour later a red life-jacket was
observed by a crew member and on closer inspection I saw a male person
floating in the water with his head back, most of the time his mouth and nose
were underwater. I was winched down towards the body and subsequently
removed him from the sea and back up to the aircraft. The person I took out of
the sea was male, oriental, possibly in his early twenties about 5°6" tall slim
build, wearing a red life-jacket, black trousers but no footwear or socks. I
couldn’t tell if he was wearing a tee shirt because of the life jacket. There were
no sign of injuries and no obvious signs of life. Once onboard the aircraft we
continued the search before finally departing the area for HMS Dumbarton
Castle for fuel. After landing on the ship’s deck the officer of the watch
accepted the body and it was subsequently taken off the aircraft. After refuelling
we continued the search and eventually found two further bodies within green
netting floating on the sea surface, both appeared to be oriental, one was
wearing a red life-jacket and was floating face up in the water with his head
back and his face and mouth under water. The other was not wearing a life
jacket and was floating face down in the water. There were again no obvious
signs of life, however the area was far too hazardous to winch down to recover
the bodies so HMS Dumbarton Castle was called in to recover the bodies. The
helicopter remained in the area until the bodies were recovered by crew
members . Once the bodies were onboard HMS Dumbarton Castle, the
helicopter landed on the ship and the 3 bodies covered by body bags were
loaded onto the aircraft and we departed for KEMH at Port Stanley whereupon
arrival they were handed over to ambulance staff. The aircraft crew were then



stood down and we returned to RAF Mount Pleasant.”
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 3)

Next is Leading seaman Alan Douglas Gordon Marjoribanks of HMS
Dumbarton Castle, his statement reads

"HMS Dumbarton Castle was dispatched from our berth at 1600 on the 9 April
1993 to the area of the sunken jigger. We arrived in the area at approx 1745. A
Sea King landed on the ship to refuel. PO Clarke and myself were standing next
to the flight deck when we were informed that there was a body in the
helicopter and that we had to collect him and place him in a body bag. The
flight deck crew moved the body on to the focsle and left PO Clarke and myself
to look after him. The body was of a young man in mid 20’s. He was wearing
cotton trousers and a dark t-shirt, He was also wearing a red life jacket. He did
not have any shoes on. We lifted the body onto a length of canvass. His head
was at a strange angle so I straightened it up. As 1 did so a large amount of fluid
drained out over me. We the proceeded to stitch up the canvas as best we could.
Lt Oliphant arrived and asked if anyone had pronounced that the man was
officially dead. It was then established that the air crew had done so. Once the
body was secured in the canvas we placed it in the ship’s rubbish store and
locked it. Approximately half an hour later the sea boat crew were told to get
ready to recover two more bodies that the helicopter crew could not recover
because of the danger to the winchman from all the debris that was floating
about. The seaboat’s crew comprised PO Clarke and myself. As the seaboat
pulled away from the ship, we headed for the helicopter which was hovering
above the two bodies. As we approached the bodies there was a long line of
fishing nets stretching a couple of hundred yards. We then manoeuvred around
the nets and came across the first body. The first body was wearing a life jacket
and was heavily entangled in the nets. It took PO Clarke and myself a few
minutes to cut the netting away and pull the body onboard. The body was
lightly clothed and barefooted. There was a strong smell of fuel around the area
and the body was very slippery. With the first body onboard we started looking
for the second. We could not see it so we headed towards the helicopter. The
helicopter then guided us on to him. At first we could not see the body because
there was so much netting, rope bits of wood floating about. As we pushed
through the debris I spotted the body floating below the surface of the water. He
was in his mid thirties and had no life jacket on. We had some problems getting
the body onboard because the man was quite large and covered in diesel. When



we pulled the man onto the boat I thought that his back might be broken because
he was bending backward quite severely. The impression I got from this body
was that he had got dressed in a hurry as he had no shoes on and his trousers
were around his knees. The boat was now very full as the seaboat is quite small
we had a body lying down either side and a crew of two. In all it took us about
20 minutes to leave the ship recover the bodies and return. When we got back to
the ship we had problems getting the bodies out of the boat. It was now about
1900 . The boat was hoisted with bodies onboard. The lads on the flight deck
removed the bodies and carried them down to the focsle”.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.4)

Sgt: And finally sir, the statement of Trevor Ian Clarke who is a Petty Officer
on the Dumbarton Castle. The statement reads

"On the 9 April 1993 HMS Dumbarton Castle was sent to the north-east of the
Islands at about 1600 hrs, to carry out a search and rescue operation. At 1800
hrs approximately the on task helicopter landed on deck with one dead
fisherman. He was off loaded onto a canvas stretcher and walked up the
starboard waist to the focsle deck. Myself and leading seaman Marjoribanks
were tasked to sew the dead fisherman into a PVC cover. This task took about
15 to 20 minutes. The fisherman was about mid 20’s of age, black hair, oriental
in looks, about 5°7" tall. He was wearing trousers, tee-shirt, life jacket. He was
blue in the face and also had blue colour feet. The body was very cold. While
sewing the body up he discharged green bile from his mouth. We then placed
the body in the gash store. At 1845 myself and leading seaman Marjoribanks
where sent away in our starboard searider boat. The sea was rough and we used
the helicopter for guidance. The helicopter guided us on to some wreckage,
about 200 mtrs of netting and some bales of unopened netting. We found the
first body tangled in the netting facing upwards. Oriental, mid 20’s black hair.
He was wearing trousers, tee-shirt and life jacket. We cut him lose from the
netting and pulled him into the boat and laid him in the port side. We followed
the helicopter again to the second body which was also tangled in netting. Again
oriental, mid 30’s dressed only in trousers no life jacket. Both had no shoes. It
appeared that they may have tried to use the bales of netting as float aids. The
second body was head down in the water. They both had very blue skin due to
the water temperature. After we had loaded the second body and put him into
the starboard side of the boat we started back to the ship. When we got back to
the ship we hoisted the boat to deck level and off loaded the bodies on the flight



deck. Both bodies had been jammed into the boat due to the bad sea conditions
and the rough ride back. As the driver of the boat my feet were placed on their
backs so that I could drive the boat, there was no other place to put the bodies.
Due to the sea state the bodies were manhandied quite roughly by myself and
Leading Seaman Marjoribanks, when we put them into and out of the boat”.
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.5)

That concludes the statements.

C: Thank you sergeant, one thing you may be able to help me with. I don’t
know whether you or Mr. Clark are able to put in any information regarding
weather circumstances, if not that will have to wait for a later occasion.

Sgt. I haven’t got that detail to hand sir but I think that Mr. Clark may have.

JC: I have for the time, or the probable time of the incident but not for later in
the day. I can obtain that later.

C: We will leave that for the moment. There is nothing else that you need to
add at the moment is there sergeant?

S: Nothing at the moment sir.

C: Thank you very much.

Sgt. Do you want these entered?

C: Yes those can be marked as exhibits, to be numbered 2, 3, 4, and 5. 1 am
not proposing to call the persons who gave those statements, and those
statements will therefore be listed as evidence. Mr. Clark please to be sworn.
Jonathan Andrew Clark sworn.

C: Could you give me your full names and occupation please?

JC: Jonathan Andrew Clark, occupation marine officer with Falkland Islands
Government.



C: Thank you Mr Clark, now what 1 would like to do today is to take some
preliminary information from you, on the basis that it is likely that you will be
recalled at a later stage during the course of this inquest. There are two matters
I would like to hear from you today Mr Clark. One is I understand that you
conducted a number of interviews with the surviving members of the crew and I
am going to ask you about that in 2 moment. Secondly it would be a great help
to me if you could tell me a little bit in due course about this vessel to place in
context the evidence which I shall be hearing from the members of crew. Now
if we could begin with the statements, I understand that you interviewed the
fifteen surviving members of crew?

JC: Yes sir I did.

C:. Could you tell me about the circumstances in which you took those
statements please?

JC: Yes, 1 interviewed the second mate and the bosun first of all on the 11 April
1993, subsequently I interviewed them again on the 13 April 1993. The
following day the 14 April 1993 I interviewed the other thirteen seaman. I again
interviewed the second mate on the 21 April 1993. Most of those interviews
were conducted at Sulivan Shipping Services Office in Stanley, the last
interview being held at the Beaver Hangar.

C: Yes, now did you have the benefit of an interpreter?
JC: Yes I did. Captain Chang assisted me as interpreter on all occasions.

C: Now in due course Mr Clark, the statements that you took will be admitted
into evidence, are you able to confirm that the statements that you took were
read back to those people making the statement or interpreted to them, and then
identified by each dependent?

JC: Yes they were sir, they were translated back by Captain Chang they were
then signed by the interviewee with Captain Chang signing as a witness.

C: Thank you Mr Clark, those statements I propose to put in as each member
of the crew comes forward. Is there anything that you need to say to me at this
stage about the taking of those statements or can we go one to talk about the
vessel now?



JC: No I don’t think so sir.

C: Thank you Mr Clark. Now I see that we have the benefit of some plans over
there. Bearing in mind that I am not in any way an expert, perhaps you could
tell me a little about the vessel and what your enquiries have come up with
regarding it?

JC: The Serrekunda 3 was a refrigerated stern fishing trawler. When fishing
she towed her gear from the aft post there to the rollers, and the trawl would
then be taken in the ramp leading on to the main trawl deck.

C: This is at the angled marking right at the stern of the vessel going towards
where it says "fish handling?"

JC: That is correct sir.

She was some 352 gross registered tonnes and 56.6 metres length overall, she
was built in 1974 by Yaminishkik Sousen KK yard in Japan, she was in fact
built originally for a Japanese company. She is at present registered to a
company called International Ocean Fisheries SA, also Puk Yang Fisheries
Company Limited, she is registered in Panama but the main operating company
is the Puk Yang fisheries, of Seoul and Pusan in Korea. If I may just go back
to the plan sir, I will give a brief description of the ship, working downward,
we have the bridge at the top there, then on the level of the main trawl deck
from about just fore of midships aft is the main trawl working area with the
winch, the gantry for lifting the net and so on. The forward area I believe to be
the main accommodation area on the ship.

C. By forward area you were indicating between the winch and the bow?

JC: Just forward from the winch on towards the bow. The next step down is the
fish handling deck working from forward aft there is a forward store towards
the bow that is the store. Then you come onto the fish handling area. Possibly it
is actually better if I go back aft. Working from aft on that deck there is fishing
gear store then what is known as the steering flat were the main steering gear to
the vessel would be, and then the area which is designated a fish handling area
although I am told by one of the crew that fishing gear was stored in that area as
well. Working on forward is the fish holding area. You can see the hydraulic
hatch in the deck through which fish was tipped down into this area, and it was
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then stored in a fish pound just below the hatch.

C: So the trawl was brought up over the stern to the point above that hydraulic
hatch and then dropped down into the area underneath?

JC: Yes it would sir. There would be a wire mounted on the gantry which
would be put round the net hawser and then the fish would tip down through the
hatch into that area. I am again told by crew that on the port side there was
then a conveyor belt located on the port side which took the fish on forward
into this preparation room .

C: Yes are you talking about the area called fish handling or freezing
preparation?

JC: There is in fact what is referred to as the preparation area in between those
two, what is referred to by the crew as the preparation room, which is that area
there.

C: Yes I see thank you. That is the area marked "fishing handling” on this
copy?

JC: There the fish was headed, gutted and prepared for freezing then onward
into the freezing preparation room, and then although I don’t know the
translation I believe the freezing area is forward of that, and further fish
handling area where the fish was lowered down into the holds. The next step
down.

C: Can 1 just stop you there Mr Clark the vertical dotted lines between each
area. Do these represent bulkheads?

JC: In some cases sir although the one between the fish holding area - if I may
refer to the plan - through questioning the crew we found that wasa’t in fact a
bulkhead it consisted of just shifting boards.

C: I see. That is the vertical line marked on the plan which appears to have been
scribbled through. So in effect this is not a structural part of the ship?

JC: No it isn’t

11



C: Thank you

JC: On the next step down forward right from that deckhead to the ships keel is
a unmounted oil tank. Working aft there are number one two and three holds,
having a total fishery capacity between the three of them of some 380 cubic
metres. There was from my interviews with the crew a bulkhead between
numbers one and number two, and number two and number three hold, but the
bulkhead between numbers three and number two holds has a manhole in it with
no watertight doors.

C: That’s between two and three is it?

JC: Between two and three. Moving on now....

C: Can I interrupt you for a moment Mr Clark? Would that be usual to have a
doorway in a bulkhead without any means of closing it - doesn’t it rather defeat
the object?

JC: It does indeed sir, although this might not be regarded as actually a collision

bulkhead. The collision bulkhead would probably have been one of the ones
further forward. One would normally expect to see at least a watertight door.

C: For the simple reason there would be nothing to inhibit the movement of
water between either one or the other?

JC: No there wouldn’t.

C: Thank you.

JC: After number three hold, there is the engine room plus the fresh water tank
and another fuel oil tank right aft in the stern. Below the holds just above the

keel there are fuel oil tanks with a total capacity of 300 cubic metres of gasoil.

C: That’s the total capacity inclusive of the forward fuel tank or are you talking
about fuel oil capacity of the vessel?

JC: No the total fuel oil capacity of the ship sir, including forepeak and the
aftpeak
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C: Thank you. Now are you able to indicate to me the whereabouts of the
accommodation units comprising the sleeping quarters for the crew?

JC: Yes sir. On the trawl deck forward of the winch towards the bow. Unless
any other conversion work has taken place. These plans appear to be those from
the Japanese Yard, and there could have been conversion in the meanwhile.

C: So this would be the original state of the vessel?

JC: Yes sir. There is a note on the details given that the ship was built was for
crew of twenty eight, she had thirty two persons on board at the time of the
incident, and also prior to that for her last time into Berkeley Sound she had
thirty five persons on board.

C: Would you be able to say from these plans Mr Clark, by what means
member of crew would exit from the sleeping quarters and, anticipating
evidence that perhaps may given later, if a given member of crew were in those
sleeping quarters described, and wished to get out of the ship, is there any
indication on these plans as to how this would be achieved?

JC: There are ladderways or accesses to the deck I believe would take you on to
the main deck, and one could then ascend on to a higher deck and then through
to the bridge. There is a stairway on to the bridge there.

C: I note you are indicating the plan of the upper deck which, appears in the
centre of the first sheet of the plan showing the stairways to each side. I
understand. Thank you Mr Clark. Is there anything else you feel you are able to
add about the ship at the present?

JC: Not at this stage sir, I think that is a general description of the ship and if
you wished to further clarify this I will be happy to do it, but I think without
going into any evidence on how she came to sink.

C: I think Mr Clark that the information you have given me is most useful
today, and if it is necessary to clarify any point of detail then I will ask you.
Also although I am aware of course that you have taken the original statements
from members of crew, 1 will give you the opportunity along with any other
interested person present of asking questions of any of the crew members should
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anything additional arise, which has not been covered by the original
statements. Thank you Mr Ciark.

I now propose to call the various members of the crew and Mr Chang, it would
be helpful if you would like to come forward and take a seat on the left here
nearest me. There is a crew list in front of you, and what I am proposing to do
is to call the members of crew in the order in which they appear there,
numbered 1 to 15. In each instance I am going to put to the member of crew the
original statement signed by each person and witnessed by you, and I am going
to ask you to ask the witness to confirm that it is their statement. 1 will then
read it, and there may be additional questions either from me or other persons
present today for those members of crew. I would ask you to interpret those
questions and answers, as necessary. The first person I propose to call is the
Second Officer, No. 1 on the list.

Ou Yu Muk, sworn. (Note: No.1 on crew list)

Mr M: I identify my signature on each of the three statements. My statements
are true.

C: reads

Rank: Second Officer

Duties Navigation watch. During fishing operation I was in charge of the
fish preparation room.

Hours worked:No fixed hours.
Q.What time did you leave Berkeley Sound on the 9th April?
A.Between 2 and 3 o’clock.
Q.Were you in bed when the ship left Berkeley Sound?

A.Yes.

14



Q.Where on the ship is your cabin?

A.On main deck above Fish Preparation Room.

Q.How much fish did you discharge in Berkeley Sound?
A.22000 blocks about. 15-18kgs.

Q.How much fuel did you take in Berkeley Sound?

A.135 kilo litres.

Q.How much fuel did you already have on board?

A.About 200 - 220 kilo litres.

Q.Were your fuel tanks full when you left?

A.Yes.

Q.Were there a lot of stores on deck - nets and trawl equipment?
A.Some on deck, but most are in NO. 4 hatch.

Q.Do you know how much fresh water on board?

A.I don’t know.

Q.Did you notice anything unusual about ship before you went to bed?
A.Everything was as usual.

Q.When did you realise something was wrong?

A.I woke up with the ship so much listed. Nobody woke me.

Q.What was the angle of list, can you estimate?
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A.About 30°.

Q.What did you do next?

A.Iwenttofish preparationroom. Isaw some crew inpreparationroom. Isaw
water in preparation room and went to the bridge. 1 saw Captain and
Radio Operator and 3rd Mate and 1 cannot remember who else.

Q.When you sent to the preparation room how deep was the water?

A.On the preparation (main deck), there was 30-40 cm of water and No.
3 hold was nearly full. There is no division or bulkhead in the hold.

Q.Did you check No. 1 or No. 2 hold?
A.1 had no time.
Q.Was the main engine still running?

A It was running when I got on the bridge, but stopped after 2 or 3
minutes.

Q.Did you lose all power?

A _We had no lights, nothing.

Q.Do you know how many Engineers were in the Engine Room?
AT think just the 1st Engineer. I do not know about Qilers.
Q.What happened next?

A.l held onto Port handrail on bridge because ship was listing to
starboard and awaited instruction from Captain.

Q.Did the Captain give the order to Abandon the vessel?

A.Yes, one-two minutes later.
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Q.Was general alarm sounded on whistle, bell or was it just verbal?
A.It was just verbal.

Q.Was everyone mustered before abandon ship?

A.There was no time to collect everybody on bridge or deck.
Q.Was there any emergency lighting?

A.I cannot remember. But it was not so dark, the sun was coming up.
When I got in the raft the sun was already shining.

Q.Do you know if any distress call was made or were any distress
rockets fired?

A.I do not know - I was too nervous.

Q.Do the radios work from batteries in emergency?

A.l do not know - I am not radio operator.

Q.Did the vessel have an E.P.1.R.B. fitted?

A_I cannot remember.

Q.How many liferafts were on board?

A.Only two.

Q.Were hydrostatic releases fitted?

A.l do not know. The liferafts were fitted by men from ashore in Las
Palmas last October.

Q.Were the liferafts launched manually?

A.l launched the one off the port side bridge top over the port side, I
cannot remember if starboard side raft was launched on board.
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Q. Where were lifejackets kept?

A.Some were in crew’s cabins and some in the Bosun’s store. On the
way down to the preparation room there is small store some were in there.

Q.Do you know if any of the crew who abandoned ship had lifejackets
on?

A.The radio operator was the only one I saw with lifejacket. I did not
have one.

Q.Did you see anyone jump into the water?

A.Seven Chinese were in the raft which was drifting toward the stern.
The line was cut. I jumped into the water and swam to the raft.

Q.Were there other people in the water?

A.Yes. Others jumped from near bridge. They did not have lifejackets.
Q.Did you try to recover these people into the raft?

A.I cannot remember.

Q.Did you see anyone in another raft?

A.No. We thought we saw another raft, but we did not know if anyone
was in it.

Q.Digd you have any survival suits on board?

Al did not see any.

Q.Did you have any other type of lifeboat on board?
A.We didn’t have - only 2 liferafts.

Q.Did anyone manage to take an emergency radio in the raft with them?
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A.I do not know. I did not see it. We were worried about the weight of
emergency supply bag so we hung it over the side of the raft on a rope.

Q.Did you use the sea anchor in your raft?
A.No.
Q.Did you see any other ships while you were in the raft?

A.1 saw four. One was a jigger, one was a merchant vessel, but I can’t
remember the other two. I tried to fire a flare but it would not go off.

Q.Who was responsible for looking after the safety equipment on your
ship?

A.lt is looked after by people from ashore in dry dock. But at sea it is on
the bridge and the Captain does give instructions to officers to look at it.

Q.When did you last have a boat drill or abandon ship drill?
A.In the dry dock last October.

Q.How many crew were on the ship?

A Thirty two.

Q. After you got into the liferaft, how long before the ship sank?

A.I do not know how many minutes, but I saw the ship standing upright
in the water on her stern and two minutes later she disappeared.

C: And now the second statement.

Q.Before you left the ship did you see or speak to any of the Engineers
or Oilers?
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A.During the transhipment in Berkeley Sound, I didn’t hear about any
problem in engine room. They just had minor jobs and just before
abandoning ship I did not see any engine people.

Q.Were there any warning lights or sirens to warn of high water levels
in any compartments?

A.As far as I know there are none fitted in the fish hatches and I do not
know if there are any in the engine room.

Q.Were the pumps started manually to empty the fish rooms?

A.We cannot use the bilge pumps to empty the fish holds of water.
There are bilge wells at the aft end of each hold, but they are blocked.
They should be pumped out by the enginecrs. We emptied the fish holds
by bucket if there is any water in the bilge wells. (Interpreter and 2/0
are shown this answer to make sure it is correct).

Q.Did anyone inform the engineers about the water in No. 3 hold or try
to pump it out?

A.The Bosun asked the No. 1 oiler to pump out water in the preparation
room,

Q.Were the watertight doors in the bulkheads between the fish holds
closed or open?

A.They were normally left open.

Q.Does the 2nd Officer know if they were left open when they finished
transhipping?

A Between No. 2 and No. 3 hold there is no door, just a manhole which
is always open. It is about 30-40 cm above deck level and about 1.5m
high, 1 metre wide.

Q.Was the hatch cover of number 3 hold in place when you left Berkeley
Sound?



A It was closed.
Q.What sort of hatch cover is it?
A It is wooden planks with a steel cover.

Q.You told me on Sunday that No. 3 hold was full of water. If the cover
was in place, how could you see the water?

Al presumed it was full, because the fish preparation room was full of
water.

Q.I think you told me there was about 30cm of water in the preparation
room. Is that correct?

A.No. I meant that there was about 30-40 cms of water on the trawl
deck.

Q.How deep was the water in the preparation room?

A.The preparation room is about 2 metres deep, the water was nearly
touching the deckhead on starboard side.

Q.There are two more bulkheads aft on this deck - were there any
watertight doors in them?

A .No doors - just holes.
Q.50 would this volume of water extend right aft on this deck?

A.The ship was listed to starboard and down by the stern, so I think it
must have gone right aft.

Q.Could water have gone down to the engine room?
A.Yes, it is possible.

Q.How do you normally get rid of water off the preparation deck?
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A.By pump. There is a bilge well at the after end of the preparation
room port and starboard.

Q.Did these pumps work well?

A.Yes, they worked.

Q.Is there any way water can enter from the trawl deck?

A.Only through the fish hatch. There is also a watertight door in the
starboard side of the preparation room through which we dumped
rubbish.

Q.How high is the bottom of the door above the waterline?

A.In ballast about 3 metres, when fully loaded about 2 metres.

Q.On the fish preparation deck, you will use water for fish washing etc.
How many hose connections were there?

A.There are four - 7 or 8 connections.
Q.Is the system permanently pressurised?
A.Yes - when we are not using, we leave slightly open.

Q.When you are on passage or steaming does someone inspect the
working deck regularly?

A.Usually not regular checking, someone look occasionally. There was
no order from bridge.

Q.You were transhipping fish in Berkeley Sound for over 24 hours were
you working all the time?

A.We changed people from time to time, we had 2-3 hours sleep.

Q.Does that include the Captain?
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A.Yes, he is working down the hatch.

Q.Did the Captain or 1st Mate say amything while you were on the
bridge about how the accident occurred?

A.I have no idea, the Captain is not mentioning anything.

C: And the third statement
Q.What speed did your vessel make when you were steaming?
A.No idea.

Q.Can you indicate on the drawing of the ship, what was in these spaces
(J.C. indicates fish preparation room, and fish holding space)?

A.The fish came down from the deck and was held in 2 wooden fish
pound at the aft end of factory deck under the hatch. There is no
bulkhead as indicated on the plan. From the forward end of preparation room
to the fish pound is straight through.

Q.You said that there was a large quantity of water in the preparation
room. Did it extend right aft to the fish pound?

A . The fish reception area is about 1 metre above the deck level of the
preparation room - [ do not know.

Q.There are just two pumps to drain the entire area?

A.Yes. The fish holding area is higher so water drains into preparation room.
There is also a door in ship’s side - about 1 metre above the deck. It is
about 50cm by 40cm in size.

Q.There is no other way of draining water from this area?

A.No, only pumping out.

Q.At the aft end of the fish holding area there is a door into the engine
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room. How large is it?

A.It is about 1.2 metres high and 1.0 metre wide. The bottom of it is
about 40cm above the deck.

Q.Was this door to the engine room normally kept open?
A.Yes.

Q.How was the fish hatch operated - hydraulic?

A.Yes, hydraulic hatch.

Q.Was the hatch watertight - if you took a sea did it leak?
A. Yes, but not a lot.

Q.The aft accesses from the trawl deck aft by the funnels - you could go
down to the factory and engine room this way?

A Yes.

Q.Were the doors to these accesses kept closed?
A Always open.

Q.How high were the doors above deck level?
A.About 40cms.

Q.If the ship was listing heavily and down by the stern, then water could
go down through the access.

A It is possible, but I didn’t check it.

Q.You are a watchkeeping officer, do you not know how far the vessel
travelled in one hour?

A.About 13 knots, depending on the current.
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C: Mr Chang would you ask Mr Muk please to confirm whether or not these
statements are true so far as he remembers?

Mr M: It is true.
C: And would you ask Mr Muk if there is anything he wishes to add?
Mr M: Nothing.

C: The original statements may now be put in and marked with the appropriate
exhibits number. Is this the original statement?

Mr M: Yes.

(Bundle of 3 original statements produced and marked as exhibit No.6)

C: Could you ask Mr Muk whereabouts he was onboard the ship at the time
when he indicates he was in bed, in other words where was he sleeping. Perhaps
he could indicate on the plan, which could be marked with a No.1. Mr Clark
would you be so kind as to mark on my plan where that is.

JC: Just up there in the middle of the ship. [cabin B}

C: Thank you. Would you ask please Mr Muk how long during the
transhipment he personally had been working?

Mr M: Over 24hrs for transhipment but I had to work 13hrs on the deck I don’t
know exactly how long, the times can be changed with the gangs so they can
have a bit of resting-about 12 hrs.

C: Let me be clear about this are you saying that the transhipment took around
24 hrs and you were working for 13 hrs during that time?

Mr M: Yes.

C: You were able to rest for 9 hrs during that 24 hrs?
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Mr M: I am talking about only 9 hrs I was resting.

C: So you are saying that you worked for 13 hrs not working for 9 of those 24
hrs during transhipment?

Mr M: Yes.

C: Now this may be difficult for Mr Muk to answer, but in front of you, you
have the crew list, and on the second page, are a list of persons who are
missing, the others are the three persons who are the subject of this inquest. Are
you able to say of your own knowledge where any of those persons were on the
ship at the time when you went to bed. You may not be able to answer that, but
I do not want you to guess. Mr Chang if you make sure and explain to him that
I only want to know if he is aware of that from his own knowledge?

Mr M: I cannot remember.
C: Again referring to that same list on the 2nd page of the crew list, are you
able to remember seeing any of those people after you woke up at the time

when the ship was getting into difficulties?

Mr M: I saw the Captain and radio operator (No.17) and the 3rd officer (No
20) Kim Gwang Yeol (No.24) I cannot remember any others.

C: Could we go back a moment Mr Chang. Where did Mr Muk see the
Captain?

Mr M: I saw the Captain just behind the bridge.

C: Yes and what was the Captain doing at the time?

Mr M: The Captain was talking with the Radio Operator.

C: Was that the last time you saw the Captain?

Mr M: After that I saw the Captain again at the liferaft at the port side of the

bridge The liferaft was hanging at the port side of the bridge and I saw the
Captain near the liferaft.
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C: And what was the Captain doing a that time?

Mr M: I do not know what he was doing I cannot remember, only that I saw the
Captain at the portside.

C: Now the Radio Officer. You have indicated that you saw the Radio Officer
speaking to the Captain just behind the bridge, is that the last time you saw the
Radio Officer?

Mr M: That is the first and last I saw of the Radio Operator.

C: Where did you see the Third Officer?

Mr M: I did not directly see the Third Officer but I heard the Third Officer’s
voice because he had taken the Helm.

C: Did you see the Third Officer at all, or just hear his voice at the time he was
at the helm?

Mr M: I heard the Third Officer’s voice only. I can only remember him talking,
but after that I did not see the Third Officer again.

C: And lastly the oiler Mr Yeol, where did you last see him?

Mr M: I did see Mr Kim Gwang Yeol as he was coming up from the
accommodation to the bridge. I saw him under the alleyway.

C: So you saw him from the accommodation to the bridge in the alleyway and
was that the last time you saw him?

Mr M: Yes that is right.

C: And one final question, were any of those people you saw at that time
wearing a lifejacket?

Mr M: Now 1 remember the Radio Operator and the oiler did take to the rafts I
remember.

C: They were both wearing lifejackets?
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Mr M: Yes I am not sure, but I think these two were wearing lifejackets.
C: Were you wearing a lifejacket yourself?
Mr M: I didn’t wear a lifejacket.

C: T have no further questions for this witness. Does any person present or any
interested party have any questions for this witness? Mr Clark?

JC: May 1. You told me earlier that the Third Officer was on watch after
leaving Berkeley Sound and up to the incident, you also just mentioned that he
took the helm, that he was steering the ship. Did he have a watch mate or a
lookout on the bridge normally?

Mr M: I can’t remember if there was a lookout man on the bridge when I was
in the incident, but I saw the third mate take the helm but I don’t know who was
the watchman on the bridge.

JC: You don’t know, but it was normal practice to have a watchkeeper, or a
lookout or a helmsman with the officer of the watch?

Mr M: It was watchkeeping only by the officers and no lookouts.

JC: No lookouts, thank you.

C: So there was watchkeeping by the officers only, there were no lookouts?

Mr M: Yes that is correct.

C: Do you have any more questions Mr Clark?

JC: No sir.

C: I am not asking you to show me on the plan Mr Clark, but are you able to
identify those descriptions of the parts of the ship given by this witness when he
refers to coming to from the accommodation to the bridge in the alleyway or

such like, are you clear in your own mind as to where the witness is referring
to?
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JC: Depending on which alleyway sir.

C: Would it be clearer if you were shown on the plan?

JC: Yes it would.

C: In relation to the member of the crew the oiler Mr Yeol, where you said
"coming from the accommodation to the bridge in the alleyway" could you
indicate where on the plan that is?

This should be marked with a sticker No.24.

(the witness was unable to identify the position on the plan)

C: Am I to assume it is not possible to mark off on this plan the position where
Mr Yeol was last seen?

JC: We know there was apparently an access on to the bridge in the port aft
corner, which isn’t shown on these original drawings. So I would assume that if
Mr Muk says there is an access there, he was seen on that ladder somewhere
there.

C: Mr Clark do you know whether it is likely to be possible before we resume
this inquest finally, to obtain any up to date plans of this ship, in to its

converted form?

JC: Captain Chang obtained these drawings for us from the owners and they
don’t seem to have been updated.

C: So this may well be the condition of the ship when it left the manufacturers?
JC: Yes sir.

C: Thank you Muk that is all. Now the Bosun Mr Sok please.

Seo Jin Sok sworn. (Note: No.2. on crew list)

Mr S: 1 identify my signature on the two statements as mine. The statements are
true.
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C: Reads.
Rank: Boatswain

Duties In charge handling deck crew and net operations, mending nets.

Hours worked:6 hours on, 6 hours off. 0100 - 0700 and 1300 -
1900 off watch, but may be called.

Q.Were you working when the vessel left Berkeley Sound?

A.I was in charge of handling the winch.

Q.Did you go to bed after leaving Berkeley Sound?

A.1 made sure the mooring equipment was stowed, secured the derricks,
then went to bed.

Q.When did you wake up?

A.When I realised the list. I was not called.

Q.Did you notice anything wrong before you left Berkeley Sound?
A.No.

Q.What did you do after you woke up?

A.I went to Foc’sle Bosun’s Store, then I went to fish preparation room
to make sure everything all right.

Q.What did you find in the fish preparation room?

A.In No.3 hold, the water was up to 50cm from the deckhead on
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starboard side. 1 did not look in the preparation room.

Q.Did you check No.2 hold?

A.No.

Q.What did you do next?

A.l went to the bridge and tatked to Ch. Mate and Ch. Mate went down
to check No.3 hatch. I spoke to the Captain and said difficult the ship to
survive. The Captain said nothing, but went to look at trawl deck which
was level with water on starboard side.

Q.What happened next?

A.l asked Captain to send distress signal. He said nothing but tried
calling somebody on VHF. I do not know who he called.

Q.Was the engine still running at this point?

A.Yes. Two or three minutes later the engine stopped. I went to standby
the liferaft.

Q.Did you hear the Captain give the order to abandon ship?

A.I was preparing liferaft on port side of bridge. Captain came to me on
bridge top shouting to the deck "Abandon Ship”.

Q.Did the Captain tell anyone to call the crew from below?
A.No - it was very urgent situation, there was no time.
Q.How many liferafts were there on board ship?

A.Two.

Q.When you launched liferafts were they attached to the ship by painter
or rope?
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A_The painter was too short to reach water, so I cut.
Q.Did you launch both liferafts?

A.Only the port side one.

Q.Did anyone launch the raft on starboard side?

A.I did not see it.

The Bosun here states that the raft inflated while halfway down the
ship’s side. That is why he cut the painter.

Q.How did you get into the raft?

A1 slid down ship’s side then swam to the raft.
Q.How many people were in the raft?

A.Fourteen - I was last in - I had to swim a long way.
Q.Did you see anyone else still in the water?

A.T saw one man - I think it was the Captain, but raft was drifting away
too quickly.

Q.Did you see the other raft?

A.Some time later 1 see what I think was other raft, but too far to see
anyone in it.

Q.Did you have a life jacket on?
A.No.
Q.Did you see anyone with a life jacket on?

A.I never saw anyone with one on.
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Q.Did anyone take emergency radio in liferaft?

A.I never saw.

Q.While you were in the liferaft did you see any vessels passing?
Al saw four vessels, three merchant vessels and a jigger.

Q.Was anything done to attract their attention?

Al tried to let off flare, but it did not work. I found only four flares in
the raft.

Q.How many men were on board the vessel?

A.Thirty two.

Q.Have you any idea how then water got into the hold?
A.No idea.

Q.Was there a hose left running on preparation deck?
A.I don’t know.

Q.When did you last have an "Abandon Ship" drili?

A.l joined the ship on 7th March this year - I haven’t had one while I
have been on board.

C: and the second statement reads.

Q.Before you left the ship did you see any of the engineers or oilers?
A.No.

Q.If there was any water in the fish holds, how did you get it out?
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A.I have no experience of pumping out on this ship. I joined in March,
Q.During the accident you saw water in the fish preparation room?
A.Yes, I saw the water.

Q.Was the hatch on No. 3 hold secured before you left Berkeley Sound?
A1t was closed.

Q.Do you know if there was water in No. 3 hold?

A.I do not know.

Q.When you looked in the fish preparation room, how deep was the
water?

A It was about 50cm from the deckhead.

Q.Were the bulkheads aft of the preparation room fitted with watertight
doors?

A. No. They had openings about 1 metre square and one and a half
metres above the deck.

Q.At the time of the incident, the ship was listed to starboard, was she
also down by the stern?

A.She was listed but lying evenly.

Q.When you are preparing fish, how many hoses did you use?
A.About six valve connections.

Q.When you were not preparing fish, did you leave the hoses running?
A.They were turned on as necessary, otherwise valves were closed.

Q.Did you ever leave the valves slightly turned on if the system was
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pressured?
A.No, properly tight.

Q.When you were on passage or steaming, was the factory deck checked
regularly?

A.Not regularly, someone went down from time to fime. Also when
the engineers go to engine room they can see if everything is OK in
preparation room.

Q.How did the engineers go to the engine room?

A.They went through the fish preparation room and down into port side
engine room.

Q.Was the door into engine room left open or closed?
A It was left open.

Q.On the plan (general arrangement plan) can you indicate deck access
aft?

A.There is one either side of aft deck. They are normally kept closed
(indicates just aft of gantry).

Q.How high off the deck are these doors?
A.About 60cm.

Q.Is there anything you would like to say to me which might help me
find what happened?

A.Nothing.

Q.Did the Captain or 1st Mate say anything while you were on the
bridge which might help?

A_Nothing.
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Q.Did you see the vessel sink?

A.Yes. She was listed to starboard, then she started to go down by stern.

(Bundle of 2 original statements produced and marked as exhibit No.7)
C: Thank you. Now Mr Sok please indicate whereabouts your sleeping quarters
were on the ship? That could be marked please.
(indicated on plan)

Mr S: Starboard side of the second mates cabin.

C: It is in the position marked to the port side or the starboard side of the
second officers cabin?

Mr S: Second officers cabin. My cabin was to the portside of the second mate’s
cabin. The drawing now is a little bit changed. The second mate’s cabin is just
(forward of my) cabin. My cabin was here. [cabin E}

JC: So your cabin was behind (the second officer’s)?

Mr S: Yes

JC: How did you have access?

Mr S: Here is the access. (indicates on plan)

C: So I will mark the position just aft of the second mate’s cabin. Thank you.
Mr Sok during the transhipment how long were you working?

Mr S: I can remember when I was in, the most weight we carried was 100
blocks something like that - one net sling, then they changed the gang.

C: So in the twenty four hours or so of transhipment about how many hours
did you work?

Mr S: About 12 hours work.
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C: How many?

Mr S: 12 hrs but actually I didn’t sleep during the transhipment just took a little
rest.

C: This is because you were working sometimes on, sometimes off?

Mr S: Yes

C: Now again the same question I put to the second officer. If you could refer
to the second page of the crew list. Are you able to say of your own knowledge
where any of those persons listed would have been when you went to sleep?

Mr S: I saw No.25.

C: When are we talking about? Are you talking about the time after you woke
up or before you went to sleep?

Mr S: Just before I went to bed I saw No.25.

C: Just before?

Mr S: in his cabin,

C: That is in the same cabin as you?

Mr S: Just in front of my cabin.

C: And was Mr Sung going to his own cabin?

Mr C: Yes he was ready to sleep.

C: Thank you. And now after you awoke at the time when the ship was listing,
did you see any of these people listed in the 2nd page of the crew list and their

whereabouts?

Mr S: I saw the captain, radio operator, 1st officer, 3rd officer, chief engineer,
and number 1 oiler.
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C: Sorry which oiler?

Mr S: 1 couldn’t remember in the list the oiler’s name, it was No 1 oiler you
can check in the crew list No. 1 oiler I saw, N0.29 Cha Yeong Ho.

C: Do we have the crew list, with positions here to identify the oiler?
Mr S: No.1 oiler was No.22.

C: Thank you. As with the previous witness I am going to ask you where you
saw these people? Now first of all the captain, where did you see him?

Mr S: The first time I saw the captain he was on the bridge, the second time I
saw the captain he was on the portside of the bridge when they launched the
liferaft, the third time 1 saw the captain was when he gave the abandon order to
the crew, and the captain jumped into the water.

C: Into the water not directly into the liferaft?

Mr S: Not into the raft, into the water.

C: And that was the last time you saw the captain?

Mr S: When I was swimming, the captain was in there beside me about 10
metres from the liferaft.

C: But the captain didn’t get into the liferaft?

Mr S: During his swim 1 saw the captain, but my swimming is better than the
captain so I caught the liferaft and then after that I saw something that looked
like a hat behind the liferaft.

C: Thank you. Now where was the radio operator ?

Mr S: 1 saw the radio officer on the bridge, and that was first and last time I
saw him,

C: What was the radio officer doing?.



Mr S: The radio operator was standing up in the corner of the bridge.
C: And was he using the radio equipment?.

Mr S: I do not know, it was too dark on the bridge. I don’t know what he was
doing.

C: The 1st officer?.

Mr S: I saw the 1st officer when he was coming up from the preparation room
to the bridge. On the way to the bridge I saw the 1st officer.

C: And the chief engineer at the same time?.

Mr S: First I saw the preparation room under water so I went to the bridge, and
meanwhile I saw the chief officer going down to the preparation room to look at
the water.

C: The 1st officer was going down to look at the preparation room?

Mr S: Yes, to the preparation room.

C: And you saw this as you were going up to the bridge?

Mr S: After that I did not see the chief mate again.

C: Thank you. The 3rd officer?

Mr S: The 3rd mate was on the bridge to take the helm.

C: And the chief engineer?

Mr S: I saw the chief engineer was just behind the bridge on the deck.

C: Was he doing anything?

Mr §: Just standing.

C: Thank you. And the oiler No.22 Mr Kun?
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Mr S: I found the No 1 oiler was standing in the galley, the galley is located
just underneath of the bridge. After that I did not see any more. When 1 was
coming up from the preparation room I saw the water. No 1 oiler was standing
near the galley.

C: By the galley beneath the bridge. And lastly the seaman No 29?

Mr S: When I was preparing to launch the liferaft, No 29. was standing near the
liferaft.

C: But you didn’t see if he jumped into the water or not?

Mr S: 1 didn’t see.

C: I have no more questions for this witness. Mr Clark do you have any?
JC: No sir.

C: Does any other person have any questions for this witness? Very well thank
you very much Mr Sok. Now I have in mind adjourning until tomorrow
morning shortly. Could the original statement be put in please and marked. I
intend to resume tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock in the hope that we can
conclude matters tomorrow morning. Clearly we are not going to get very much
further today and there is very little point in continuing what has been a very
long afternoon. The courtroom will be locked tonight so anyone who wants to
leave any papers here, is more than welcome to do so. We will now stand
adjourned until tomorrow morning.

C: Yesterday afternoon we had just finished taking the evidence of Mr Sok.
Captain Chang I think is going to be late this morning, and therefore 1 think
perhaps the most efficient use of our time might be to move down the crew list.
I believe we have one witness Mr Kamara who speaks English. Therefore we
can proceed to take evidence without an interpreter. Perhaps Mr Kamara might
come forward.

Abdul Karim Kamara: sworn. (Note: No.8 on crew list)
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C: Please sit down Mr Kamara. If you will bear with me just a moment while I
find your statement. Thank you, I have it now.
Mr K: I confirm the signature on the statement is mine.
C: Reads
Rank: Seaman

Duties Working with fish.

Hours worked:12 - 18 hours per day, depending on fish caught.
Q.Where were you on the ship when the accident happened?
A.In cabin asleep.
Q.Where is your cabin?
A.On factory deck - I wake up when water come in cabin.
Q.Where was the water coming from?
A.I see it coming in the factory.
Q.Did you tell anyone about the water?

A.1 tell my friend in cabin, then I go bridge and tell Captain but Captain
already knows.

Q.Was there a lot of water in factory?

A.I dor’t know how deep but lot of water. Captain was calling another
ship to come.
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Q.Do you know who the ship was?
A.No.

Q.From you leaving your berth to abandon ship, how long time was
that?

A Very short time,

Q.Did you see ship sink?

A.No. I did not look.

C: That concludes the written statement you made Mr Kamara, can you confirm
that your written answers there were true.

Mr K: Yes.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.8)

C: Now at the time when you awoke, could you indicate on the plan where your
cabin was, where you were sleeping? Mr Clark you could assist please. Mr
Clark just for the record could you say aloud the description of the position of
that cabin.

(indicates on plan) [factory deck accommodation)

JC: Yes sir, the situation of the cabin is actually on the factory deck, at the after
end of the preparation room just aft of No.3 hatch. Mr Kamara says that the
cabin wasn’t situated right on the ships side, it was situated slightly towards the
centre line in the preparation room. How many people slept in this cabin?

Mr K: In this cabin only two.

JC: Just two of you okay. Were there other cabins on that deck?
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Mr K: Other cabins, no only this one.

JC: Just that one.

Mr K: Yes no other ones.

C: Thank you. That cabin is rather different from any of the others. Who was
the other person sleeping in your cabin Mr Kamara, you said that you had a
friend in there.There is a list of names, are you able to identify the name of the
person who shared the cabin with you?

Mr K: No.31

C: No. 31 that is Mr Mohammed Sally, He is listed among members of crew
missing. Mr Kamara when you were transhipping in Berkeley Sound how long
had you personally been working?

Mr K: Work completely 24 hrs that day.

C: You worked 24 hrs that day?

Mr K: Yes

C: And did you have a chance at all of any sleep during those 24 hrs.
or were you working constantly?

Mr K: No I was working constantly.

C: Now Mr Kamara you might not be able to answer this, it is a difficult
question, but if you would like turn to the second page of names there. That is
the list of people who are missing, do you know of your own knowledge where
any of those people slept on the ship. You told us about No.31 Mr Sally. Did
you know of your own knowledge where any of the those other people slept that

night of the sinking?
Mr K: I know about 30 and 32.

C: 30 and 32 that is Mr Cray and Mr Bah. Whereabouts did they sleep? Could
you show me on the plan please? Once again Mr Clark could you say aloud for
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the purposes of the tape, the position of that cabin?

JC: Mr Kamara has indicated that he has marked on the plan as No.1 crew berth
for four persons towards the port side of the ship. [cabin A}

C. Thank you. The plan should be marked accordingly. Thank you. Mr
Kamara if you would like to turn back to that list please on the second page in
front of you. You have said in your statement that you awoke as a result of the
ship listing and the water coming onboard and you have explained how you
escaped from the ship. Now in the time between you waking up and the time of
you getting to the liferaft did you see any other members of crew and can you
remember who they were or where you saw them?

Mr K: See my friend Mohammed Sally.

C: This is No.31 on the list. Where did you last see him?

Mr K: I didn’t see him again.

C: You didn’t see him again after you woke him? Who else did you see,
because I think you went up to the bridge. Did you see anyone on the way? Did
you see anyone else?

Mr K: Yes I see them all at the bridge.

C: Who was at the bridge when you got there?

Mr K: The Captain, I saw the Captain there.

C: You spoke to the Captain, I think you said you went to the bridge to tell him
that there was water coming in, but he already knew. What was the Captain
doing when you saw him?

Mr K: Captain was talking on the bridge.

C: He was on the radio?

Mr K: Yes.



C: You heard him speaking on the radio, presumably you don’t know of your
own knowledge whether or not call was ever received?

Mr K; 1 don’t know.

C: You just saw him speaking on the radio. Did you see any other person on
the bridge?

Mr K: See my friend Philip Cray

C: He was on the bridge?

Mr K: Yes

C: That is crew member No.30. What was Mr Cray doing?
Mr K: He was crying.

C: Yes. Did you see anyone else on the bridge?

Mr K: Mamadou Bah,

C: And what was Mr Bah doing?

Mr M: He asked me what to do.

C: Yes. Was there anyone else on the bridge at the time?
Mr K: Mohammext Sally

C: Is this No0.31? I'm sorry 1 thought you said that you hadn’t seen him since
the cabin?

Mr K: Not since the cabin that is right.
C: Did you see the radio operator at the time when you were on the bridge?

Mr K: No I did not see him.
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C: Was there anyone else on the bridge at all when you were there, apart from
the people you just told me about?

Mr K: No

C: Did you see any of them again, any of those people on the bridge?
Mr K: No.

C: You didn’t see them again?

Mr K: No.

C: Mr Kamara you ended up in the liferaft?

Mr K: Yes

C: Can you remember how you got there, did you see the liferaft being
launched. Did you see the liferaft going into the water?

Mr K: Yes

C: And you jumped into the water?
Mr K: Jumped yes.

C: And you swam to it?

Mr K: Yes.

C: When you were in the water and when you were jumping into the water did
you see anyone else?

Mr K: No I didn’t see anyone.
C: Thank you Mr Kamara. Mr Clark do you have any questions?

JC: No sir.



C: Thank you very much indeed Mr Kamara. Perhaps Captain Chang if you
would like to come forward again please. Captain Chang right at the end of
yesterday we were hearing evidence from Mr Sok, and it has been mentioned to
me that Mr Sok indicated in his evidence that he had saw one particular crew
member No.25 on this list Mr Sung. 1 was not clear as to that and I would like
Mr Sok to come back just to answer that one question.

Mr S: When they had done the complete discharge, I went to my bed, before I
went to bed, I was looking through all the cabins to see if somebody sleeping or
not. So I saw that he was asleep in his cabin.

C: This is before you went to sleep or after you woke?

Mr S: Before.

C: And did you see Mr Sung after he woke?

Mr S: I didn’t.

C: And are you able to identify whereabouts Mr Sung’s cabin is on the ship?
Can you indicate aloud Mr Clark?

JC: Mr Sok has indicated just to the starboard of the centre line of the ship an
eight man cabin which actually lies adjacent to the 2nd mate’s and the bosun’s
cabin. [cabin C]

C: I suppose arising from that I should ask you whether you remember who else
was in that cabin?

Mr S: I saw No.5, now I only remember this, No.5 and No.25.

C: Yes that is fine. Thank you Mr Sok. Now we will call No.3 on the crew list
that is Mr Ho?

Lu Yun Jie. sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Ye Yoon Ho, No.3 on crew
list)

C: 1 will now read the original statement. Captain Chang if you could ask Mr
Jie to identify his signature?
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Mr J: Yes. My statement is true

C: As before I will now read aloud the statement of the witness.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling

Hours worked: 12 + hours.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
A.Asleep after transhipment.
Q.What woke you up?
A.Someone shouting in alleyway.
Q.What did you do next?
A.Bosun said to me full of water in preparation room. So I went down
to preparation room and switch on pump, but1do not know if it is working or
not.

Q.How much water is in preparation room?

A.About 1.2 metre on starboard side, so I started pump. I waded up to
my chest in water to start the pump.

Q.Are the pumps the only way of clearing water off that deck - are there
any scuppers or freeing posts?

A .Only pumps, there is no other way.
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Q.Did you wait to see if pumps had any effect?

A.The water was coming in very fast from aft of the preparation room
and 1 went to the bridge. I think water was coming in starboard door
because she was so much listed.

Q.Did you abandon ship soon after you arrived on bridge?

A.l helped launch liferaft. We cut the rope of the liferaft and I jumped
after it.

Q.What was the trim of ship?

A Listed to starboard, down by stern.

C: That completes that statement. Mr Jie can you confirm that your answers
there are true to the best of your knowledge?

Mr J: Yes.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.9)
C: Is there anything you wish to add to that statement?
Mr J: No.

C: Now Mr Jie whereabouts on the ship were you sleeping?
(Mr H. indicates on plan)

JC: The berth has been indicated just to the portside of the bosun’s berth, again
just port of the central aisle of the ship. [cabin D]

C: Thank you Mr Clark. Mr Jie how long had you personally been working
during the transhipment?
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Mr J: About 18 to 17 hrs.

C: If you could turn to the 2nd page of the crew list please do you know of your
own knowledge where any of the persons on that page were sleeping on the ship
that night?

Mr J: I saw No.23 (Jang Hyun Uk)

C: This is in the same cabin?

Mr J: Yes the same cabin. After that I never saw any more cabins so I only saw
Mr Jang Hyun Uk.

C: Thank you. Now after you woke when the water was coming into the ship
which members of crew did you see between that time and the time you actually
left the ship?

Mr J: 1 saw the ship’s officer No.18 and I saw the bosun No.2,

C: Where did you see the 1st officer and what was the 1st officer was doing
when you saw him?

Mr J: I saw the ship’s mate standing under the alleyway just in front of the fish
preparation room.

C: And what was the 1st officer doing?

Mr J: I was intending to go down to look in the fish preparation room and then
I asked 1st mate and he say ok go down and have a look in the fish preparation
room and the 1st mate was standing in same position.

C: Was that the last time that you saw the 1st officer?

Mr J: I went down to the fish preparation room and on the way back to the
bridge I saw the 1st mate was standing in the same position.

C: When you went to the bridge, who was on the bridge?

Mr J. The Captain No.19 and Chief engineer No.16 . Front page No.10 Lu
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Chung Ho, No.9 Kim Kwang Moon, No.13 Kim Sang Hyeon, No.4 Seo Jang
Bin, and there were some other people there but I cannot remember. Also the
second mate No.1, and I saw the bosun No.2.

C: When you arrived on the bridge and saw the other people you have just
described what was happening? There were quite a lot of people there by that
time did you see anyone using the radio or were there any instructions being
given or was it just confused or what was happening?

Mr J: I saw the captain was trying to contact on the radio, and the 2nd mate
was giving instructions to prepare the liferafts for launch, and after that I heard
the captain and 2nd mate shouting to abandon vessel.

C: Apart from hearing the captain and 2nd mate shouting to abandon ship, was
any alarm signal given, any bell or any alarm call to those people who were not
on the bridge to abandon ship?

Mr J: Nothing, only just shouting abandon vessel.

C: And then you jumped into the water and swam to the life raft is that correct?
Mr J: T was just holding the liferaft lines and then just jumped into the liferaft.
C: I have no further questions. Mr Clark have you any questions?

JC: No sir,

C: Thank you Mr Jie. Now I will call No.4, Mr Xu Zhong Bing.

Xu Zhong Bing sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Seo Jang Bin, No.4 on
crew list)

C: Will you please ask Mr Bing to identify the signature on the statement?
Mr B: Yes.
C: Thank you, I am now going to read aloud Mr Bing’s statement.

Rank:Seaman
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Duties Deck and fish handling.

Hours worked:12 hours, depending on catch.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the accident?
A.I was asleep.
Q.How did you wake up?
A.T heard people shouting in the alleyway.
Q.Did you hear what they were shouting?
A."Ship is sinking".
Q.What did you do then?
Al went straight to bridge.
Q.Did anyone say anything while you were on bridge?
A.Bosun say - "The ship is sinking".
Q.Did you help to launch the liferaft?
A _2nd Mate launched liferaft, but it inflated before it reached the water.
Vessel was listed about 45", I helped cut painter and get it down to
water.
Q.Did you have a lifejacket?

A.No. 1 have only pants on.

Q.Do you know where the lifejackets were kept?
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A. A couple of months ago, Captain order us to bring lifejackets to
bridge, but I do not know where they go after.

Q.Did you at any time notice how the ship was lying in the water?

A. She was listing to starboard and down by the stern. When I was in
the raft, I saw her stand up on her stern before she sank.

Q.Is there anything else you can tell me?

A .Nothing.

C: Would you confirm that the answers are true to the best of your knowledge?
Mr B: Yes

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 10)

C: And is there anything you wish he to add?

Mr B: No sir.

C: Mr Bing would you identify where you were sleeping please?

(Mr B: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Bing has indicated a cabin on the starboard ship’s side, toward the after
end of the accommodation deck. [cabin L)

C: Thank you Mr Clark. And I think Mr Bing indicated that this was an eight
person cabin. Mr Bing are you able to remember who else was in the cabin
with you?

Mr B: 1 didn’t see anyone.

C: Thank you. How long were you working during the transhipment please?
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Mr B: About fifteen to sixteen hours.
C: Did you have any chance to sleep during the transhipment?
Mr B: I had about 2 hrs sleep.

C: Thank you. Now would you clarify the answer you gave. Just now I said did
you remember who else was in the cabin, and you indicated that you saw no
one. Do you know of your own knowledge where any other member of crew
was at the time when you went to sleep, in other words in any cabin or
elsewhere on the ship?

Mr B: I saw No.5, No.10, No.12, No.28, then I can’t remember, I saw those
same persons again when I was working in B Gang. After working the B Gang I
went for a little rest.

C: When or where did you last see No.28 Mr Wan?
Mr B: After that I didn’t see this man.

C: Right thank you. Now turning to the time after you awoke, can you
remember seeing any other persons at all.?

Mr B: I saw the bosun No.2, saw the 3rd officer No.20. He took the helm. I
saw the captain was talking on the radio, and 2nd mate No.1, No.12, and
No.10, and No.13, and there were a lot of people but I can’t remember.

C: And these people were all on the bridge were they?

Mr B: Yes they were, standing on the portside because she was listing to
starboard side, so they were standing on the portside.

C: Was the last time that you saw these people when they were on the bridge?

Mr B: After that I saw them during the launch of the liferaft, then after that I
didn’t realise who was there.

C: Thank you Mr Bing I have no further questions. Mr Clark have you any
other questions?
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JC: No sir.
C: Thank you Mr Bing.

Li Zhe Hu sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Lee Cheol Ho, No.5 on crew
list)

C: Can you identify your signature please?
Mr H: Yes.

C: Thank you. I will now read out the statement.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and fish handling.

Hours worked: 12 hours, depending on catch.
Q.What were you doing when accident happened?
A.I was asleep.
Q.Did someone wake you up?
A.Someone shouted "Wake up, something wrong in vessel”.
Q.What did you do then?
A.1 went immediately to the bridge.
Q.Did you go into the raft soon after you went to bridge?

A.When I went on bridge, liferaft was already launched. It was drifting
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toward the stern, so I jumped into the water.
Q.Did you take a lifejacket?

A .No.

Q.Was there a lifejacket available in the cabin?
A.No, not in the cabin.

Q.Did you know where the lifejackets were kept?
A.No idea.

Q.Did you only see one liferaft in the water?

A There was only one.

Q.Did you see the ship after you were in the raft?

A.No, it was behind me.

C: Would you confirm that your answers are true please?

Mr H: Yes.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.11)

C: Thank you. Now could you identify where you were sleeping on the ship
please?

(Mr H: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Hu has indicated that he was in the 8 man cabin just to starboard of the
centre line adjacent to the 2nd mate’s cabin. [cabin C]
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C: We have had this cabin indicated before?
JC: We have sir, there is also No.25

C: Thank you very much Mr Clark. Mr Hu how long had you been working
during the transhipment?

Mr H: I cannot remember how many hours I worked.

C: Thank you. Again if you would turn please to the 2nd page of the crew list.
At the time when you went to sleep could you remember where any of these
people were, in other words where their cabins were?

Mr H: I saw in my cabin where there are the 8 persons sleeping. I saw No.26,
No.25, No.28, No.26, No.28, No. 26, and No.28, I saw just only the three
men in my cabin.

C: Yes 25, 26, 28, that is Mr Sung, Mr An, and Mr Wan?

Mr H: Yes.

C: And then again after you awoke as in your statement who did you see
between that time and the time when you left the ship?

Mr H: Chief engincer No.16. When 1 was on the bridge I saw the chief
engineer No.16 After I went to the bridge I went to the life rafts position so I
couldn’t see anybody.

C: And whereabouts did you see the chief engineer actually on the bridge?

Mr H: I saw the chief engineer just in front of me. I went to the bridge and sat
in the bridge.

C: Thank you. Now you have described leaving the ship and getting into the life
raft. Did you see anyone in the water?

Mr H: No.
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C: Thank you Mr Hu. Mr Clark do you have any questions for this witness?
JC: No sir.

C: Are there any questions? Thank you Mr Hu.

Next witness Jin Zhen Xie please.

Jin Zhen Xie sworn. (Note otherwise known as Kim Jin Seob, No.6 on crew
list)

C: Thank you. Could you identify the signature please?
Mr X: Yes it is mine.

C: Thank you. Again I will read out the statement.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling.

Hours worked:12 + hours, depending on catch.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
A.I was asleep.

Q.What woke you up?
A_.A rice bowl slid and hit my bed because of list.
Q.What did you do next?

A.l try standing up, but ship was so much listed that I hung on to bed.
I called other man in cabin, then I left cabin. 1 do not know if my
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friend is following or not.
Q.Were the lights still on?

A.The lights in alleyway were on. My cabin is near galley. I know
liferaft is lashed with rope, so I took knife to bridge. Captain, 2nd Mate
and Bosun and Chief Engineer were there. 2nd Mate went to liferaft with
some deckhands and tried to launch. But lashing was knotted, so I tell
them 1 have knife. So they took knife and cut rope. Meanwhile, after
launching, liferaft is hanging halfway down ship side. The stern of the
vessel is under water. We ask Captain to send Mayday, but he cannot
contact anybody. Captain, after that, gave instruction Abandon vessel.
I cut the ropes to the liferaft. I took life ring and jumped into the water
and swam to the liferaft. Some men were hanging onto raft safety ropes.
I helped one man into raft. Then I saw Mr. Lee Cheol Ho about 5
metres from the raft, so I took the ring to him. I had only pants and T-
shirt on. We got into raft.

Q.Did you know where lifejackets were stowed?

A.Yes, on bridge and near galley, but I didn’t take one.

Q.Did you see Chief Engineer leave vessel?

A.When I saw him last, he is sitting in bridge, he has lost his mind.
Q.Did anyone say anything about how the water got into the vessel?

A.No.

C: Would you confirm please that the answers are true?

Mr X: Yes.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 12)

C: Thank you. Perhaps you could identify on the plan where you were sleeping

please?
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(Mr X: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Xie claims that there was some sort of berth within the area marked as
the bosun’s store, on the factory deck. [later indentified as cabin A]

C: In the bosun’s store?

IC: Yes.

C: Thank you. Mr Xie who else was in that cabin with you?

Mr X: No.29, No.30, No.32,. I saw No.29, 30, 32.

C: This is in the same complex?

Mr X: Yes.

C: Yes. In fact it is going to be sensible to mark the plan in relation to the
position of all three of those persons missing. 1 have a feeling that Mr Kamara
identified the position did he not, for Mr Cray and Mr Bah, I may be mistaken
about that. Do we have any indication on the plan for No.30 and 32?

JC: Yes.

C: That is a different position I think.

Mr X: What I was talking about is that three crew and me were sleeping in the
focsle bosun’s store and I was sleeping in the aft of the fish preparation room.

C: Now who else was, I think that was probably a misunderstanding, as I think
the witness was indicating that these were in the same gang, rather than sleeping
in the same accommodation.

Mr X: Yes.
C: But I think, Mr Xie that you mentioned there was one other person at least in

the same accommodation as yourself, because you referred I believe to waking
your friend, now who was that?



Mr X: There was nobody else in my cabin in the bosun’s store.

C: So there is no one else sleeping there?

Mr X: No.

C: Are you aware of your own knowledge where anyone else was sleeping?
Mr X: I saw that there were three men sleeping when I woke up.

C: Are you able to identify whereabouts you saw those men?

Mr X: The same place I was indicating my cabin, the bosun’s store.

C: These three men were sleeping in the bosun’s store?

Mr X: Yes together with me. So I woke up and 1 saw that the three persons
were sleeping in the cabin.

C: So are you saying that when you went to sleep you were the only person in
the bosun’s store but when you woke up there were three more people in there?

Mr X: Yes. When [ was in the bed I saw No.30 and 32 and when I woke up 1
saw the three men sleeping including 31.

C: In the bosun’s store?

Mr X: Yes.

C: From the time that you woke up, you woke up as a result of something
striking you on the head I think. Between that time and the time when you
abandoned the ship who did you see and if possible can you say where you saw
them?

Mr X: I saw No.7, I saw only No.7 Son Kwang Hak.

C: Yes. Now in your statement you talk about leaving the cabin and going
straight to the bridge.
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Mr X: When I woke up I brought No. 29 and two men were still sleeping.
C: Yes the other two were still asleep?

Mr X: Yes the other two were still sleeping, 1 woke up and say get up but they
did not get up so I just went away with Mr Cha Yeong Ho No.29.

C: And went to the bridge?

Mr X: Yes I went to the bridge.

C: Now in your statement you describe having seen various people. Now can
you remember who you saw on the bridge. You referred to seeing the Captain is

that right?

Mr X: I saw Chief Engineer No.16 and bosun No.2 and No.l1, and No.13,
No.4, then I could not remember.

C: You describe having seen the Captain on the bridge, can you remember that?

Mr X: I saw the Captain on the bridge and the Captain tried to call to send his
May Day.

C: Thank you. From that time you describe taking a life ring and jumping into
the water and you talk about helping one man into the raft. Do you know who
that person was?

Mr X: No.5.

C: Mr Hu. I don’t think I asked you how long you were working during the
transhipment?

Mr X: During the transhipment period it was 26 hrs that I worked, I remember
I worked one 16 hrs then.

C: Yes. I have no more questions. Mr Clark do you have any questions?

JC: Just one sir. During the interview Mr Xie said "my cabin is near the
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galley”, in actual fact his cabin is considerably further forward and one deck
down.

Mr X:; When I get out from my cabin I must pass the galley, the alleyway is just
through the galley so I have to pass just when I am coming out from my cabin I
have to pass

JC: But he has to climb from one deck to another.

Mr X: No there no way to going up its just pass to the galley.

C: So this is directly above the position which we previously thought, and
immediately in front of the position of the galley? Might I suggest that as I was
proposing to adjourn for a few minutes in the middle of the morning and it is
now 10.30, I will adjourn and resume in 10 minutes. Perhaps this difficulty
about identifying the accommodation could be dealt with in that time.

Adjourned for ten minutes.

C: I think we had reached the stage where Mr Clark had asked Mr Xie the
witness about the conflict between the original statement and the evidence given
today. I think the point at which we had adjourned was trying to clarify the
changes which had been made in the bow area of the ship. Mr Clark it is
probably best if you explain to me the new piece of paper which has arrived on
the notice board since we adjourned.

JC: Yes sir, since the ship was built she has undergone considerable
reconstruction work in the accommodation area. The plans that we were sent by
the owners from the Engineering shipyard were the original drawings for
the ship when she was built. Since we realised that there was some discrepancy
between the accommodation now and the way it was when she was built, a
request was sent to the owners last night to try and get some updated general
arrangement plans of the ship, which apparently are mot forthcoming. The
owners say they don’t have any. In an attempt to resolve the situation, we asked
the 2nd mate and bosun to provide a drawing from their knowledge of the ship,
of the way the accommodation is laid out now which 1 think they have
succeeded in doing. Mr Xie said he was in the bosun’s store which we believed
to be on the factory deck, whereas in fact he was one deck down in what would
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be a forward store and chain locker. His cabin is forward, 1 cant relate this
exactly to the original plan but it would be somewhere in that area there.

C: Yes I can see where you are marking and I have a copy of the plan in front
of me. This is a conversion of the original chain locker provision at some stage.

JC: The chain locker will still be there but I guess there was probably a storage
area there. This has now been converted to a cabin.

C: And I see that the position of Mr Xie’s sleeping quarters have been marked
at point No.6 on this amended plan I have in front of me. Are you satisfied with
that answer now to your guestion?

JC: Yes.

C: Thank you that is fine. Do have any further questions Mr Clark for this
witness?

JC: No I don’t.

C: Are there any questions for this witness from any one else. Thank you Mr
Xie you may go now. Mr Xie may leave if he wishes to do so.

Next Witness Son Kwang Hak please.

Son Kwang Hak sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Sun Gwang Xue, No.7 on
list)

C: Would you show Mr Hak the signature on that statement please.
Mr H: Yes this is my signature.

C: As before I will proceed to read the statement of this witness aloud.

Rank: Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling



Hours worked:12 + hours, depending on catch.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
A.Asleep.
Q.Did someone wake you up?
A.Someone was shouting in the alleyway.
Q.What did you do next?
A.I wake up and take winter jacket. I went to look in preparation room
and I found water. It was full on starboard side and about 50cm deep on
port side. Then I went to bridge.
Q.Have you any idea how water got into preparation room?
A.I don’t know.
Q.Did you help prepare the liferaft?
A.1 just stood in the corner of bridge, I lost my mind. The bridge is
nearly touching the water on starboard side and stern is under water. I
jumped into water, I didn’t realise what I was doing. I saw the liferaft
and I swam to the raft. When I jump into the raft, I see some men but I
can’t remember who.
Q.Was it daylight?

A.The sun is just coming up, but there is still 2 moon.

C: That concludes the statement. Would you confirm that your answers are
correct please?

Mr H: Yes.
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(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 13)

C: Thank you. Would you identify on the plan the position of your sleeping
quarters please?

(Mr H: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Hak indicates that he normally slept in the chief officer’s cabin which is
portside of the alleyway aft. [cabin G)

C: And the plan has been marked accordingly.

JC: Yes.

C: Who else was sleeping in that accommodation that night.

Mr H: When I was in bed I saw the chief mate was sleeping in the cabin.
C: This is the 1st officer?

Mr H: Yes.

C: Was anyone else there.

Mr H: No.

C: How long had you been working during the transhipment?

Mr H: I worked 17 hrs.

C: Did you during the whole period of the transhipment which was I think some
25 or 26 hrs, manage to get any sleep at all?

Mr H: I slept 2 or 3 hrs.
C: Thank you. Now I would like to go back please to the time when you were

awakened by someone shouting in the alleyway. Between that time and the time
of leaving the ship, who did you see, which members of the crew?
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Mr H: No.18.
C: That is the 1st Officer.

Mr H: No.6 front page No.6, Radio Operator No.17, Captain No.19, Second
mate No.1, and third officer No.20, then I cannot remember.

C: Now the 1st Officer was in the same sleeping accommodation as you, when
was the last time that you saw him?

Mr H: When I awoke in the room I didn’t see the 1st mate. Just as I open the
door I saw the 1st mate coming up from the fish preparation room to the bridge.

C: That was in the alleyway outside?

Mr H: Yes in the alleyway, then after that I didn’t see him anymore.
C: So the 1st officer had awoken before you?

Mr H: Yes.

C: And the radio operator Mr Cheol, when did you last see him please?
Mr H: I saw the radio operator in the mess room where he wearing a life jacket.
C: In the mess room?

Mr H: In the mess room yes.

C: Did you see the radio operator again after that in the water?

Mr H: No I didn’t sir.

C: Thank you. The Captain, now when did you see the Captain?

Mr H: When I saw the Captain he was trying to call to somebody but nobody
reply.
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C: This was on the bridge?

Mr H: Yes on the bridge.

C: And was that the last time the you saw the Captain?

Mr H: Yes that was the last time [ saw him.

C: And lastly the 3rd Officer Mr Muk, when did you last see him?

Mr H: I saw the 3rd officer take the Helm but after that I didn’t see him.

C: Captain Chang on each occasion you used the phrase that the 3rd officer
was seen to "take" the helm. To be clear about this could you ask the witness
please whether he means by this, or whether you mean by this perhaps, that he
saw the 3rd officer "take" the helm or whether he was already at the helm when
he arrived at the bridge?

Capt. C: He says first and before I ask him I can tell you that the Korean vessel
mostly have officer when they are coming on the bridge mostly officer take the
helm, they don’t give to the deck crew or lookout men to take the helm always
Ist officer take the helm and Captain take the telegraph may be using the
engine so in my experience mostly they are using the officers to take the helm.
C: Yes, the question I am really asking is, whether or not the 3rd officer was at
the helm throughout the time that Mr Hak was on the bridge, or whether some
other person was at the helm?

Mr H: I saw the 3rd officer. He was just standing at the helm and standing

watch at the radar, and I also saw the radar and a vessel was about ten miles
away from the Serrekunda 3.

C: Yes. That was the 3rd officer was on the helm throughout?
Mr H: Yes.

C: Thank you. And finally did you see any other members of crew when you
were in the water going to the liferaft?

68



Mr H: No I can’t remember.

C: Thank you, I have no further questions. Mr Clark do you have any
questions?

JC: Yes, just one. Was the ship fitted with auto pilot or automatic steering?

Mr H: It was fitted with automatic steering but I think she was so much listed it
cannot work.

JC: Tt was fitted though?
Mr H: Yes.

C: Thank you. If the original statement could be put in please. We will now call
Mr Wen.

Jin Gwang Wen sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Kim Kwang Moon, No.9
on crew list)

C: The original statement please. If Mr Wen could be asked to identify his
signature please?

Mr W: Yes I confirm I signed it.

C: Again I will read the statement aloud.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deckhand, working on deck and with fish.

Hours worked: 12 - 18 hours, according to fish caught.

Q.What were you doing when accident happen?
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A.l was sleeping after transhipment.
Q.Did someone call you?

A.] heard noise in the alleyway.
Q.Did you realise the ship was listed?

Al did when I wake up, it was listed, when I left cabin everyone using
handrails.

Q.Did you see water in the factory?

A.1 went straight to bridge.

Q.Was the liferaft launched soon after you reached bridge?
A.From leaving cabin to launching liferaft was just few minutes.

Q.Did you hear anyone say anything which might indicate how water got
into ship?

A.I didn’t hear anything.
Q.Did you see the ship sink?

A.l didn’t see it.

C: Would you confirm your answers are true please?

Mr W: Yes I confirm.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 14)

C: Whereabouts were you sleeping?
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Mr W: In the aft 8 man cabin on this side of the ship. [cabin L]

C: Thank you. And can you indicate who else was in the cabin with you?

Mr W: I cannot remember who was there.

C: Thank you. After being awoken by the noise in the alleyway you left your
sleeping accommodation and went straight to the bridge. Which members of the

crew did you see after waking up until such times as you left the ship?

Mr W: I saw 3rd officer No.20, and captain No.19 and No.10 and No.6 and
No.2 that is all I can remember.

C: Thank you. And are you able to identify whereabouts you saw the 3rd
officer?

Mr W: I saw the 3rd officer take the helm.
C: And was that the last time you saw him?

Mr W: I saw the 3rd officer take the helm, and he went to near the liferaft so
that was the last.

C: So that was near the liferaft before it was launched or after it was in the
water.

Mr W: It was just before the liferaft was in the water.

C: Yes. Now Mr Wen you have described seeing the Captain on the radio
attempting to call. Did you see the Captain after that?

Mr W: I don’t know.

C: Thank you. I think that completes that. How long had you been working
during the transhipment?

Mr W: It was 16 hrs.
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C: Did you have any chance of a sleep at all during the transhipment?
Mr W: 1t was 2 hrs I slept.

C: I have no further questions. Mr Clark do you have any questions?
JC: No sir.

C: Thank you very much indeed Mr Wen.

Lu Chung Ho sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Ye Sung Ho, No.10 on crew
list)

C: Thank you. Please sit down Mr Ho. Could we have the original statement
please. Would you identify the signature please?

Mr H: Yes it is my signature.

C: I will read the statement aloud.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling

Hours worked:12 + hours, depending on catch.

Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?

A.After transhipment, I was asleep.

Q. After transhipment, did you put the cover back on No. 3 hold?

A.Yes.
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Q.Did someone wake you up?

A.Someone was shouting in the alleyway "The ship is sinking".
Q.What did you do next?

A.Went straight to bridge.

Q.While going to or on the bridge, did you see any engineers or oilers?
A.No, I didn’t see anyone from engine room.

Q.Did you help launch the liferaft.

A1 did not realise what I was doing.

Q.Did you know where the lifejackets were kept?

A.No, I didn’t have one.

Q.Did you notice if the ship was listing?

A.1don’t know.

Interpreter, Capt. Chang here states that this seaman says he did not

even look for his brother (Ye Yoon Ho) before abandoning ship - he
found him in the raft.

C: Can you confirm that the contents of your statement are true?
Mr H: 1 can.
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 15)

C: Thank you. As before perhaps you could indicate whereabouts your sleeping
accommodation was on the plan please?
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(Mr H: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Ho indicates that he was in aftermost 8 man cabin same one as the last
crew member. [cabin L]

C: Thank you. Mr Ho are you able to remember who else was in that cabin
with you?

Mr H: When I was in the cabin I saw 3 men were in there sleeping.
C: That is three other men?
No 10. Yes three other men. I don’t know who they are.

C: Are you aware of your own knowledge where any other members of the
crew were sleeping at that time?

Mr H: Idon’t know.
C: After you awoke as a result of someone shouting that the ship was sinking,
you went straight to the bridge. Did you see anyone else at all before leaving

the ship?

Mr H: When I got up I saw my little brother so I remember that my brother
was there, lot of people on the bridge. I don’t remember who only my brother.

C: Your brother was on the bridge?
Mr H: Yes.

C: And your brother is?

Mr H: No.3 Ye Yoon Ho.

C: Although there were a number of other people there you can’t remember
who they were?

Mr H: No.
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C: Can you remember seeing anyone else at all between leaving the bridge and
getting into the liferaft?

Mr H: 1 can’t remember.

C: Thank you. I have no further questions. Mr Clark do you have any
questions?

JC: No sir.
C: Thank you very much Mr Ho.
Cheon Gun Chun called

Captain Chang: This man cannot speak Korean he only speak Chinese so 1 call
another man for the translation.

C: Thank you.

Ding Jian Chun sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Cheol Gun Chun, No.11 on
crew list

C: Could we have Mr Chun’s original statement please. Would you identify
your signature please.

Mr C: Yes it is mine.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling.

Hours worked:12 + hours.

Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
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A.I was asleep after transhipment. I heard shouting in the alleyway. I
wake up from the noise and go straight to the bridge.

Q.Were you told to go to the bridge?

A.We had no instruction to go to bridge, but the list is so bad it is the
highest place.

Q.Did you abandon ship soon after you got on the bridge?

A.When I was on bridge, someone is trying to cut the raft away. Some
other people jump into the water, so I jump into the water.

Q.Did you know where the lifejackets were kept?

A.l realised they were in Bosun’s store forward, but I had no time to
take one from the store.

C: Do you confirm that statement is true?

Mr C: Yes.
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 16)

C: How long had you been working during the transhipment?

Mr C: I worked 17 to 18 hrs.

C: Thank you. And did you get any chance of slecp during the transhipment?
Mr C: About 1 hr I slept.

C: Now perhaps you could identify whereabouts your sleeping accommodation
was please?

(Mr C: indicates on plan)

JC: Mr Chun has indicated that he also slept in the aftermost cabin on the
portside. [cabin L)
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C: Do you know who else was in that cabin with you? 1 think Mr Clark we have
now got 8 names for that cabin have we not?

JC: No.13, and 14, to come as yet.
C: Yes.
Mr C: No.9, Mr Wen, I don’t know the others.

C: After you awoke and went up to the bridge and abandoned ship did you see
any other members of crew?

Mr C: No.17 radio operator, No.6 Jin Zhen Xie, and No.1 Ou Yu Mok 2nd
mate, No.2 bosun, No.20 3rd officer, Captain No.19, after that 1 cannot
remember,

C: Thank you. Where did you see saw the radio operator please?

Mr C: 1 saw the radio operator in the mess room.

C: Wearing a lifejacket?

Mr C: When I saw the radio operator he had a life jacket in his hands.

C: And where did you see the 3rd officer?

Mr C: I saw him on the bridge at the helm.

C: And finally the Captain?

Mr C: I saw the captain was talking on the radio to try to talk to somebody.

C: That is fine. I have no further questions for Mr Chun. Mr Clark?

JC: Was that just VHF radio do you know which radio?

Mr C: He was talking SSB.



JC: SSB.

Mr C: Yes

C: Any further questions Mr Clark?
JC: No.

C. Are there any further questions for this witness? Very well thank you very
much Mr Chun you may go.

Adjourned until 1,30 p.m.

Li Shou Gi sworn (Note: otherwise known as Lee Soo Ki, No.12 on crew list)
C: Perhaps if the signature could be identified?

Mr G: Yes I confirm it is mine.

C: Thank you. I’ll read the statement.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling.

Hours worked:12 + hours.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?

A.I was asleep. Someone is shouting in alleyway so I wake up. I came
straight out of my cabin and up to the bridge. 1 didn’t call anybody, 1
went straight to the bridge. When I was on the bridge, someone was
trying to launch a liferaft and someone shouted abandon ship. 1 jumped
into the water, before the raft was launched. The liferaft is above my
head, but I caught the lifeline. I was in the liferaft, but I am very cold
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and sometime later I realise there are other people in the raft.

Q.Did anyone say anything to you at the time, or since, about the water
on the ship?

A.l heard a lot of shouting, but I can’t remember anything.

Q.You must have talked with your friends since you came ashore, has
anyone said anything about what happened?

A.No-one knows about these things.
C: Would you confirm that your answers are true?
Mr G: Yes correct
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 17)
C: Thank you. Where were you sleeping quarters?
(Mr G: indicates on plan)
JC: Mr Gi was in the aftermost 8 man cabin on the starboard side. {cabin L]
C: Adjacent to the No.12 on the plan?
JC: Correct sir.
C: Are you able to state who else was in that cabin?
Mr G: When the discharging was complete I went with somebody to the cabin
and I slept I don’t know was together with me, so when I wake uvp I didn’t
realise who was there, so I just immediately went to the bridge.
C: So when you went to sleep there was one other person in the cabin, but you
don’t know who. And when you awoke you are not sure how many people were

in the cabin,

Mr G: Yes, not only the one. There were some people who were in the same
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gang in the beds but I can’t remember who was there.

C: Thank you. After you awoke as a result of the shouting outside and then
went up to the bridge who else did you see between leaving the cabin and
leaving the ship?

Mr G: The captain No.19, the captain was talking on the radio. No.20 I saw the
3rd officer take the helm.

C: I’m sorry could you say that again?

Mr G: 19 Captain, when I was on the bridge. On the way to the bridge 1 passed
two or three persons but I can’t remember who they were and so when I was on
the bridge I saw the captain was on the radio, and I saw the 3rd officer No.20 I
saw the 3rd officer take the heim.

C: I see. Thank you.

Mr G: And No.2 bosun was on the portside of the bridge and the 2nd officer
came up to the bridge. I saw there were some other crew on the bridge but I
can’t recall who was there. They were talking and shouting on the bridge 1 don’t
know who was there.

C: When you jumped into the water this was immediately before the liferaft was
launched. Can you remember whether there was anyone else in the water at the
same time?

Mr G: I remember when I was climbing up into the liferaft I was just out of my
mind so I don’t remember who was there. I lost my mind as I felt so cold. I
thought only about the cold.

C: Lastly how long were you working during the transhipment?

Mr G: I presume about 18 hrs.

C: And did you get any chance for sleeping in that time?

Mr G: I had the chance to sit in a cabin and have a smoke but I didn’t sleep
taking smoke and didn’t rest.
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C: Captain Chang there is perhaps one question I could have asked of any of the
witnesses. We have had a little confusion about who was sleeping where. Could
you ask whether each member of crew was given a particular berth which they
would use throughout the journey or did they simply sleep wherever there was
an empty berth?

Mr G: Each crew had a cabin so they are always sleeping in the fixed cabin so
they are not sleeping in other place.

C: I see, so it would always be the same group of people?

Mr G: Yes.

C: Thank you I have no further questions. Mr Clark do you have any questions?
JC: No sir.

C: Thank you Mr Gi. Mr Xian please.

Jin Xiang Xian sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Kim Sang Hyeon, No.13
on crew list)

C: Thank you please sit down. Perhaps you could identify your signature
please.

Mr X: Yes I confirm that I signed it.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish

Hours worked:12 + hours.

Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
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A.I was asleep. Someone shouted in the alleyway so 1 wake up.

Q.What did you do next?

A.l am in a cabin with 8 other men. I was shouting to them to get up.
I went into alleyway and radio operator told me to go up to bridge. A
couple of minutes later I am on the bridge. They are trying to launch
liferaft. Some people are hanging onto the liferaft. I jump into the water
and climb into raft. I am in the liferaft and I see the ship, but just the
bow. When I jump into the water 1 didn’t see anyone on the deck.

Q.Did you see any of the engineers or oilers at any time?

A.No.

Q.Did you hear anyone say anything either at that time or since about
how the water got into the ship?

A.When I wake up, I hear the Captain say to the Bosun "The ship is
listed, go to the preparation room and have a look".

Q.How long is this before you abandon ship

A.] think about 5 or 6 minutes.

C: And that concludes the statement.
Mr X: I confirm statement is true.
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.18)

C: Thank you very much. Where were your sleeping quarters?
(Mr X: indicates on plan)

JC: He indicates the starboard aft cabin again sir. [cabin L]

82



C: Thank you Mr Clark. How many individual crew members have we
identified as being in that room so far? I think we probably have provisionally
identified everyone but I don’t think there is evidence as to everyone yet.

JC: 6 so far.

C: 6 so far. Mr Xian are you able to identify who else was in that cabin with
you?

Mr X: I saw before I went to the bridge No.9 and No.12.

C: That is Mr Wen and Mr Gi.

Mr X: And 12, and 9.

C: Now Mr Xian you said you awoke as a result of someone shouting in the
corridor outside, in the alleyway, and he got up and shouted to the other people
in the cabin to get up. Are you aware whether anyone did get up as a result of
you shouting, and whether other people left?

Mr X: When I was awake 1 shouted several time to the people who were
sleeping in my cabin I shouted three times but then I didn’t check if they
wake up or not. I then went to the bridge. I was very busy and very nervous

without shoes and coming up to the bridge.

C: Now after leaving the cabin and going up to the bridge did you see anyone
on the way?

Mr X: I saw on the way to the bridge the radio operator No.17.
C: Whereabouts was that please?

Mr X: I saw the radio operator just entering his cabin, then he told me to go up
to the bridge.

C: This is entering your cabin?

Mr X: Yes.
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C: And did you see anyone else on the way?

Mr X: 1 saw the bosun on the bridge No.2. I saw then that the bosun crying on
the bridge he never joined the vessel again. I saw No.6, Kim Jin Seob, 2nd
mate No.1, No.3, Ye Yoon Ho, No.12 Lee Soo Ki, cannot remember anyone

else.

C: Yes. And lastly please did you see anyone else in the water when you
jumped in?

Mr X: I didn’t see them. When I looked I saw people just hanging to the liferaft
and getting into the water. I was last to jump into the water I couldn’t see
anybody.

C: Thank you. How long were you was working during transhipment please?
Mr X: About 15 or 16 hrs.

C: And did you get any sleep?

Mr X: About 3 or 4 hrs I slept.

C: Thank you. Do you have any questions Mr Clark?

JC: Could 1 just ask, did Mr Xian see the second liferaft launched?

Mr X: I didn’t see the second liferaft.

JC: You only saw the one raft?

Mr X: Yes.

C: Thank you Mr Xian,

Gao Yong Hao sworn (Note: otherwise known as Ko Yeong Ho, No.14 on
crew list)

Mr H: I confirm that is my signature.



C: Again I will read the statement it is very short.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling.

Hours worked:12 + hours.
Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?
A_Asleep.
Q.How did you wake up?

A.Someone shouting in alleyway. Bosun shouted "Everyone go
immediately to the bridge".

Q.What happened next?
A.1 saw many of the crew on the bridge, but I cannot remember who. I
was prepared to jump into the water, but someone is preparing a liferaft.

I hung onto the liferaft as it is lowered. I held the lifeline and after that I
cannot remember anything,

Mr H: The statement is true.
(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No. 19)
C: Where were you sleeping?
Mr H: I was in the same cabin. The starboard after cabin. fcabin L)

C: That I think is now No.7 of the eight people we have identified. So which of
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the names that we have identified preliminarily have we not yet positively
identified as being there?

JC: No.27 one of the missing.

C: Mr Hao would you turn to the second page please to No.27. Do you
remember whether that person No.27 was in the cabin?

Mr H: I was in my room and I was working like a cook I went to the bed about
3.30 in the morning but I don’t know if No.27 Kim Kwang Ho was asleep or
not.

C: You don’t know if he was in there or not.

Mr H: No.

C: Thank you. I am not going to ask Mr Hao to go through the other names as
every other one has been identified by their evidence. Now turning to the point
at which Mr Hao awoke you say you heard the bosun shouting for everyone go
immediately to the bridge, were you able to see where the bosun was at this

time or could you just hear a voice?

Mr H: I heard the bosun’s voice but I couldn’t see the bosun. After that I saw
the radio operator, and the radio operator told me to go to the bridge.

C: The radio operator was out in the corridor or in the same room?
Mr H: He was in the mess room.

C: Yes and on his way up to the bridge did you see anyone else apart from the
radio operator?

Mr H: I saw No.6, Kim Jin Seob then I can’t remember.
C: Did you see the radio operator again?
Mr H: After that I didn’t see him.

C: In his statement you say there were quite 2 lot of people on the bridge but
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you can’t remember who they were. Could I ask you again please whether you
were able to identify anyone?

Mr H: I was very afraid that the ship would sink so I just went to the raft and
held the liferaft line. I did not notice other people on the bridge I just held the
liferaft.

C: Thank you. And finally how long were you working during the
transhipment?

Mr H: About 17 hrs I worked.

C: And sleep?

Mr H: About 1 hr,

C: Thank you I have no further questions. Mr Clark?
JC: No.

C: Thank you.

Li Shou Han sworn. (Note: otherwise known as Lee Soo Hwan, No.15 on
crew list)

Mr Han confirms his signature and that the statement is true.

Rank:Seaman

Duties Deck and Fish handling

Hours worked:12 + hours.

Q.What were you doing at the time of the incident?

Al was asleep.
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Q.Did someone wake you?

A.Someone shouting in alleyway. 1 went straight to bridge. I lost my
mind, I just scrambled up to the bridge. I only had pants and T-shirt. [
stood in corner of the bridge. I climbed down after the raft, I was
hanging onto the rope. I cannot remember anything else.

(original statement produced and marked as exhibit No.20)

C: Thank you. where were your sleeping quarters?

(Mr H: Indicates on plan) [cabin C]
JC: Mr Han indicates that he was in the forward starboard 8 crew cabin.
C: Are you able to identify who else was in the cabin with him?

Mr H: No.5 Lee Cheol Ho, and No.28 Po Sung Man, No.25 No Hi Sung,
No0.26 Po Yong An, I don’t know who else.

C: Thank you. You awoke as a result of shouting in the corridor in the alleyway
outside and you describe going straight to the bridge. Now I understand that you
were confused at that point, but can you remember seeing anyone else on the
way?

Mr H: I can’t remember. On the way through the corridors and even on the
bridge I felt so very cold and so nervous that I didn’t realise what was
happening there.

C: You have said can’t remember anything else. Did you see anyone else in the
water?

Mr H: I can’t remember. 1 was in the water just taking the liferaft line. I
remember somebody pushing my back and someone pulling from the liferaft
and after that I can’t remember anything. I was pushed from the water and
pulled from the liferaft. I can’t remember anything else.



C: And finally please how long had you been working during the transhipment?
Mr H: About 17 to 18 hrs I was working. In between I slept about 2 or 3 hrs.
C: Thank you very much. Mr Clark have you any questions?

JC: Nothing further.

C: Thank you very much Mr Han.

Unless there are any submissions any person wishes to make to me today, I
propose to adjourn this inquest now until Monday the 31st of May, at 10
o’clock in the morning, by which time I would hope that we will have received
the post mortem results in respect of the three persons whose bodies have been
recovered. I have had the preliminary reports by fax this morning and the
pathologist’s report has indicated that those three persons died by drowning,
though I have not yet seen the report. On the next occasion I also intend to take
evidence From Detective Sergeant McGill regarding his enquiries and also to
hear substantially from Mr Clark regarding the enquiries which he has been
carrying out. I would then propose to consider my verdicts and deliver it as
shortly as possible after that. If any matters arise in the meantime, of course I
will hear further evidence on that occasion.

There are two things 1 would like to say today. The first is I would like to thank
Captain Chang who has worked very hard and who I know has been working in
his own job through the hours of darkness as well as interpreting here, and I
think without his help we would not have made anything like such progress, in
fact we could not have proceeded at all, and so thank you very much Captain
Chang.

Captain Chang: You are welcome sir.

C: The other thing I would like to say is this. I have never been a seaman but
what we have heard yesterday and today must have been very frightening indeed
even for those people who are experienced mariners. We have heard of people
waking up at night to find that the ship was sinking, we have heard from people
who have been very cold, very frightened and very confused and we have heard
of some considerable acts of bravery by those people in terms of helping one
another and seeking to ensure that as many lives were saved as possible. Captain
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Chang I don’t know if you will see any other members of the crew who are not
here at the moment, but perhaps you would pass on to the crew my thanks for
the evidence which those people have given to me today. It must have been a
very difficult experience for them, reliving what happened and I would very
much like to thank them for all their assistance and I wish them a happy and
safe trip home tomorrow.

The inquest is now adjourned until 10 o’clock on the 31st May.

[The inquest resumes at 10 am on Monday the 19th July 1993]

This is the resumed inquest into the deaths of the members of the crew of the
fishing vessel Serrekunda No.3 adjourned from the 22nd of April. There are a
number of preliminary matters 1 have to deal with before we go on hear more
evidence. First is that pursuant to a request by me addressed to the Governor
during the course of the proceedings, I have now received the appropriate
direction dated the 4th of June, and received by me on the 7th June in pursuance
S.15 of the Coroners Act 1988 to extend the inquest to the 14 members of crew
whose bodies were not recovered, rather than just the three to whose bodies
were recovered. Accordingly this inquest now includes the 14 persons who were
found to be missing. It is my view, and I am sure not a controversial one, that
there is no possibility at all of those persons being alive.

The second matter is that I think upon the last occasion I indicated that 1 had
received a faxed post mortem report in respect of the three bodies from
England. I now have received the final documents and I will be putting these in
evidence shortly The reports that I have received are from Professor J.
McGhie whose is a professor in morbid anatomy at the University of Oxford
Department of pathology in respect of each of the three persons who had been
provisionally identified as Joung Tae Man, Gwak Kyung Tae and Bak Nam
Cheol. Professor McGhie found that in each case the cause of death was
drowning: Also at my request a blood and urine analysis was carried out
in respect of all three of those bodies. Not because I had any real
suspicion that this was a relevant factor, but simply in order to eliminate
any possibility.



Chang I don’t know if you will see any other members of the crew who are not
here at the moment, but perhaps you would pass on to the crew my thanks for
the evidence which those people have given to me today. It must have been a
very difficult experience for them, reliving what happened and I would very
much like to thank them for all their assistance and I wish them a happy and
safe trip home tomorrow,

The inquest is now adjourned until 10 o’clock on the 31st May.

{The inquest resumes at 10 am on Monday the 19th July 1993]

This is the resumed inquest into the deaths of the members of the crew of the
fishing vessel Serrekunda No.3 adjourned from the 22nd of April. There are a
number of preliminary matters I have to deal with before we go on hear more
evidence. First is that pursuant to a request by me addressed to the Governor
during the course of the proceedings, I have now received the appropriate
direction dated the 4th of June, and received by me on the 7th June in pursuance
S.15 of the Coroners Act 1988 to extend the inquest to the 14 members of crew
whose bodies were not recovered, rather than just the three to whose bodies
were recovered. Accordingly this inquest now includes the 14 persons who were
found to be missing. It is my view, and I am sure not a controversial one, that
there is no possibility at all of those persons being alive.

The second matter is that I think upon the last occasion I indicated that I had
received a faxed post mortem report in respect of the three bodies from
England. I now have received the final documents and I will be putting these in
evidence shortly The reports that I have received are from Professor J.
McGhie whose is a professor in morbid anatomy at the University of Oxford
Department of pathology in respect of each of the three persons who had been
provisionally identified as Joung Tac Man, Gwak Kyung Tae and Bak Nam
Cheol. Professor McGhie found that in each case the cause of death was
drowning: Also at my request a blood and urine analysis was carried out
in respect of all three of those bodies. Not because I had any real
suspicion that this was a relevant factor, but simply in order to eliminate
any possibility.



These analyses related to the presence or otherwise of alcohol or any other drug.
In respect of one of the three bodies there was no trace at all of any drug or
alcohol, and in respect of the other two there was no trace of any drug but there
were very minor traces of alcohol. Those traces were so small as to be
insignificant and therefore can be excluded from having any relevance to this
matter. Accordingly both the pathology reports and the biochemical reports
relating to the blood urine analysis will now be put into evidence and perhaps
they can be marked in accordance with the next exhibit number please. {exhibit
21

There is one outstanding matter which was really the reason why the inquest had
to be adjourned for such a long time. That was that there was some doubt or
some possibility of doubt regarding the identification of those three bodies. I
understand that that doubt now has been resolved and in a moment I am
proposing to call Sergeant McGill to tell me about his findings, and also as to
the further enquiries that he has carried out. I think this probably is the
appropriate moment to do so. Would Sergeant McGill come forward please.

Sergeant Len Stanford McGill sworn

C: Now Sergeant over the whole period since the matter was first reported to
you, you have carried out a fairly extensive enquiry into numerous matters, and
I think probably the most sensible approach from my point of view is to let you
give your evidence as you see fit.

Sgt: Yes sir. I have prepared a report. Can I read this report.

C: Yes by all means. The original report will have to be put into evidence and
exhibited in due course.

Sgt: At 1222 hours on Friday 09/04/93 the reefer vessel Bolivar Trader reported
sighting debris in the water at a position 51 16.65"S and 57 48.71"W as it
proceeded into Berkeley Sound. This report was made to Mr SAWLE of
Seaview Ltd who passed the information onto Fishops. At 1305 hours a general
Pan Pan call was transmitted and Falklands Rescue Centre informed. It was
later discovered that the Korean fishing vessel SERREKUNDA NO 3 had sunk
in the area. The vessel was registered in Panama and was owned by Puk Yang
Fisheries Company Ltd.
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A Seaking Helicopter was scrambled at 1335 hours crewed by Flt/Lt Jonathan
Michael DIXON (Captain), Flt/L.t Hans Michael MUNNELLY (Co-Pilot),
Flt/Sgt Peter John JOYCE (Air Loadmaster) and FIlt/Sgt CROSS (Air
Electronics Operator). The aircraft flew directly to the area and set up a search
pattern. At 1429 hours a life raft was located at position 51 15.7"S and 57
40.3"W. Tt contained 15 survivors who were all retrieved and flown directly to
Stanley where they were taken to the King Edward Memorial Hospital. They
then returned to the area and continued their search. At 1526 hours a body was
located at position 51 16.5"S and 57 44.3"W. This was winched aboard the
aircraft and later deposited on HMS Dumbarton Castle. At 1740 hours two
further bodies were located by the crew of a Chinook Helicopter who called in
the Seaking. The position was recorded as 51 15.03"S and 57 44.96"W. Both
bodies were found to be entangled in rope and netting and it was considered
dangerous to attempt to retrieve the bodies using the winch. There were no
signs of life and both bodies were awash in the sea.

HMS Dumbarton Castle was called to the area and both the bodies were
recovered by a Searider crewed by P/O Trevor Ian CLARKE and L/S Alan
Douglas Gordon MARJORIBANKS at 1835 hours. At 1900 hours all three
bodies were lifted from HMS Dumbarton Castle by the Seaking and flown to
Stanley where they were transported to the Mortuary at the King Edward
Memorial Hospital where they were met by DS 336 MCGILL at about 2000
hours. The bodies were labelled LMcG/01, LMcG/02 and LMcG/03 and
examined for signs of life by Dr Timothy Richard MOORE. He declared each
life extinct at 2016, 2020 and 2023 hours respectively. The bodies were then
photographed and all clothing removed, recorded and secured.

At 2116 hours Oh Yu MUK, the Second Officer of the missing vessel, formally
identified the bodies to DS 336 MCGILL as follows:

LMcG/01 Gwak Kyung TAE  DOB: 05/10/47 Chief Engineer

LMcG/02 Bak Nam CHEOL DOB: 23/12/60 Radio Operator

EMcG/03  Joung Tae MAN  DOB: 13/03/63 First Officer

There being no means of corroborating the identifications made, inked

92



fingerprint impressions were taken and retained by the investigating officer. A
request was made to the Police in Pusan Korea for copies of fingerprints held
there to be sent to allow comparison to be made.

The search operation for survivors and bodies was called off at last light on
09/04/93 and continued the next day 10/04/93 at first light. The operation was
discontinued at the end of the second day. No further survivors or bodies were
located.

On 14/04/93 a formal inquest was opened and information was taken from all
the surviving crew members. The Coroner then directed that the bodies be
transported to the United Kingdom and Post Mortem Examinations be
conducted.

On 12/07/93 photocopies of finger print records held at the Marine Police
Station in Pusan were received and compared with the impressions taken from
the bodies. This enabled DS 336 MCGILL to confirm the original
identifications as correct.

It is possible to identify which body was found at each location by comparing
clothing descriptions. Using this method it is considered that the body of Bak
Nam CHEOL, (LMcG/02), was the first recovered from position 51 16.5"S and
57 44.3"W by the Seaking Helicopter. The other two Joung Tae MAN,
(LMcG/03), and Gwak Kyung TAE, (LMcG/02), were recovered in that order
from position 51 15.03"S and 57 44.96"W by the Searider from HMS
Dumbarton Castle.

The vessel is known to have had a crew of thirty two men on board when she
departed Berkeley Sound at about 0300 hours on 09/04/93. It was made up of
twelve Korean, sixteen Chinese and four Africans. Fifteen crewmen survived;
two Korean, twelve Chinese and one African. Seventeen perished; ten Korean,
which includes the three bodies recovered, four Chinese and three Africans.
Details as they are known are as follows:

C: Sergeant, you need not read the list. Perhaps you would continue from the
first substantive paragraph on page four of your report.

Sgt: It should be noted that the names that appear in brackets are, with the
exception of Philip CRAY, the Chinese/English translation as opposed to the
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Korean/English. They were obtained from a crew list which showed the names
of the Chinese crewmen written using a Chinese/English translation. The
names of the three missing Africans, non of whom appeared on the crew list,
were obtained from the only surviving African Abdul Karim KAMARA. They
were spelt phonetically by the investigating officer as all attempts at obtaining
their details from the fishing company were unsuccessful. However on
13/07/93 a fax was received showing the details as required. All were
considered recognisable with the exception of Philip YANSON. A request for
confirmation has been sent but to date no response has been received.

An investigation was carried out by Captain John CLARKE the Marine Officer,
who has a considerable knowledge of the fishing industry, into the cause of the
loss of the vessel. He has produced a report which is included on this file.
Captain CLARKE’s expertise in this field is acknowledged and his report is
accepted without reservation. DS 336 MCGILL does not consider it necessary
to reproduce his findings in this report but would refer to that of Captain
CLARKE,

The investigating officer is satisfied that the loss of the fishing vessel and
subsequently the death of seventeen of its crew was not the result of any
malicious or criminal act. However he does consider that had the routines of
watches and rounds, normally carried out on a vessel of this type, been
executed, the tragic loss of the vessel and crew may have been averted. Had
rounds been conducted the build up of water on the factory deck would have
been discovered long before it became critical. It appears that the crew only
became aware of the problem when the ship developed a list steep enough to
cause items of personal belongings to fall across cabins and awaken them. The
possibility exists that the two crewmen left on watch had also fallen asleep
having completed a long and hard trans-shipping operation. By the time crew
members became aware of a problem water was already into the aft
accommodation area and the demise of the vessel imminent.

C: Perhaps your report might now be handed to the clerk and marked as the
next exhibit, which I think is exhibit 22. Sergeant do you have anything, any
formal documents regarding the fingerprints or any other matter,

Sgt: Yes sir. 1 do have a Section 9 statement which then deals with most
matters in the report. The final paragraph deals with the identification.



C: Yes, if you would like to read that please Sergeant.

Sgt: I am Len Stanford McGill employed as a Detective Sergeant in the Royal
Falkland Islands Police. At about 2000 hours on 9.4,93 I had cause to attend the
King Edward VI Memorial Hospital. I received the bodies of three males into
the mortuary and attached exhibit labels to each. Dr Timothy Richard Moore
attended and in my presence declared each body dead. The body mark
LMcG/01 was declared dead at 2016 hours, McG/02 at 2020 hours and
LMcG/03 at 2033 hours. I then photographed the body marked LMcG/01 and
removed a pair of green denim trousers a brown leather belt and buckle, a red
and white T-shirt with the words CHANEL PARIS on the chest and a pair of
white boxer shorts. I secured the property in a plastic bag and labelled it with
the same identifying mark LMcG/01. The body was measured and found to be
1.62 metres I then photographed the body labelled LMcG/02 and removed a red
life jacket a black belt and buckle a pair of black shell suit type trousers with
elasticated ankles a blue vest and a pair of camouflage patterned shorts with the
insignia US/NASA. 1 secured the property in a plastic bag which I labelled. The
body was measured and found to be 1.85 metres. I then photographed the body
labelled LMcG/03 and removed a red life jacket a pair of dark green trousers, a
blue track suit type top a royal blue coloured vest and a pair of blue and white
striped brief type underpants. A ring was found on the left ring finger and
appeared to be of an off white material like ivory. I secured all the property in a
plastic bag which I labelled.

At 2116 hours a member of the crew from the sunken vessel identified the
bodies to me as LMcG/01 - Gwak Kyung Tae the Chief Engineer, LMcG/02 -
Bak Nam Cheol the Radio Operator and LMcG/03 - Joung Tae Man the first
Officer. The identification was made by Ou Yu Muk the Second Officer. There
were no records or seaman’s books saved from the vessel and no other means to
corroborate the identifications made. On 12.4.93 I took impressions from all the
fingers of each body at the KEMH mortuary. I then requested copies of
fingerprint impressions from Korea. On 12.7.93 I received photocopies of
finger print records held at the Marine Police Station in Pusan. I compared the
prints received with the impressions I had taken and found them to match in
each case. As a result I am able to confirm that the body marked LMcG/01 is
that of Gwak Kyung Tae date of birth 5.10.47. LMcG/02 that of Bak Man
Cheol date of birth 23.12.60, and LMcG/03 that of Joung Tae Man date of birth
13.3.63.
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C: Thank you. If that statement also could be put in please and marked exhibit
23.

Does that conclude the formal part of your evidence.

Sgt: Yes Sir.

C: I have one question for you. You referred in your report to Philip Yanson a
Ghanian citizen. By a process of elimination it seems that, probably the person
who is referred to as Philip Cray, who we believed to be a citizen of Sierre
Leone.

Sgt: Yes sir, that is correct.

C: We have no means of postively identifying one way or the other at present.
Sgt: At present sir no.

C: I think for purposes of the inquest, whilst I will be able to deal with that
body in to the same way that I will be able to deal with other members of crew
whose bodies were not recovered I think it would be inappropriate for me to
deliver any final verdict involving any final identification, or to direct the
Registrar to register the death, as clearly the difference between Philip Yanson
of Ghana and Philip Cray of Sierre Leone is a fairly substantial difference. Do
you anticipate that you are likely to receive any further information at any
furture date?

Sgt: I could expect to receive a response from the fishing company, yes.

C: Very well.

Sgt: I was hopeful it would have been in before this morning proceedings.

C: Is there anything else you wish to add?

Sgt: Nothing at the moment sir.

C: Are there any questions that any person present has for sergeant McGill?
Thank you sergeant.
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Perhaps Mr Clark could come forward next please.

Johnathan Andrew Clark sworn

C: Thank you, please sit down Mr Clark. You will recall Mr Clark that on
previous occasions, you have had to provide a great deal of information, which
I may say so has been very helpful to me, regarding the ship and circumstances
surrounding the incident as a whole, and I think it is right that for purposes not
directly connected with the inquest, you have also been carrying out enquiries
and have now produced a report.

J.C: That is correct.

C: Now I have a copy of the report in front of me, and before I ask you to deal
with that, I would just like to establish one or two points about the purpose of
the report and the manner in which it was compiled. Now presumably the
information regarding what went on on board the ship was obtained from those
persons who also gave evidence in front of the inquest on the earlier occasion?

J.C: Yes it was, it consisted of interviews with members of crew also
statement made available to me by the Royal Falkland Island Police.

C: Yes indeed. So whilst the report, will deal with a number of conclusions, the
source of the information is likely be the same source or sources which have
been available before the inquest so far.

J.C: That is correct.

C: Very well. Mr Clark its a matter for you, but I think I would probably find it
helpful if we were to proceed directly into your report. If I could ask you to
read it aloud, though there are one or two parts which it will not be necessary
for you to read, When you get there I will stop you. I would certainly find it
helpful if you would commence right at the beginning, including the
introduction and aims of the enquiry.

JC: Introduction. The M.F.V. "Serreckunda 3" was a stern freezer trawler of
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some 352 gross registered tons and 56.6 metres registered length.  She was
built in Japan in 1974. The vessel was registered in Panama and was owned
by the Puk Yang Fisheries Company Ltd., of Pusan, Korea.

The ship was not currently licensed to fish in Falkland Island waters and had
been fishing on the high seas to the north of the Falkland Islands’ OQuter
Conservation Zone.  Via her agents, Sulivan Shipping Services Litd., the
vessel’s owners had applied for and been granted a licence to transship her
cargo of squid and fish to a reefer vessel in Berkeley Sound.

The "Serrekunda 3" arrived in Berkeley Sound on 7th April 1993, and left on
the 9th April in the early hours of that morning. Some time after exiting from
Berkeley Sound, the vessel developed a heavy starboard list and sank shortly
afterward.

The crew abandoned ship just before the ship sank, fifteen survivors were
recovered from a liferaft by a Sea King helicopter of 78 Squadron, RAF, some
hours later.  Three bodies were also recovered from the sea, leaving fourteen
of the ship’s crew unaccounted for.

Enquiry Aims. The aim of the enquiry is to attempt to discover the cause of the
vessel’s sinking. It is not the intention to apportion or attach any blame to
members of the crew, owners or anyone else connected with the vessel.

A number of points concerning ship and crew safety did, however, come to
light. Any deficiencies in these spheres will be commented upon, but it is the
responsibility of the Flag State authorities to take further action or to make any
recommendations they see fit.

Note - The enquiry consisted of interviews with the fifteen survivors, some of
whom were interviewed several times.  Statements made to the Royal Falkland
Island Police were also taken into consideration.

The fifteen survivors consisted of two from Korea, twelve from the People’s
Republic of China and one from Sierra Leone.  Of the fifteen, only the two
Koreans held any rank, one being the 2nd Officer, the other was the boatswain,
the other thirteen were all deckhands. None of the engine room staff survived.
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Apart from the one Sierra Leone seaman, who had very limited English, none
of the others had any knowledge of English and interviews were conducted and
statements taken in Korean with the assistance of an interpreter.  The Chinese
seamen came from the area of China adjacent to the Korean border and were
thus able to speak Korean,

Ship Data. The owners of the vessel, Puk Yang Fisheries Company Ltd., were
unable to furnish any ship data except a general arrangement plan and a copy of
the vessel’s classification society inspection report.

No stability data for the vessel was forthcoming. I should say sir that since this
report was prepared I understand that the shipyard have furnished stability data
for the owners, but despite numerous requests by me, it has not been disclosed
to me.

It also became apparent that the vessel had undergone some major structural
alterations within her accommodation, details of which do not appear on any
drawings and the Owners cannot furnish any information.

An enquiry has been sent to the Japanese shipyard where the vessel was

originally built to ascertain whether the builders retain any stability data in their
archives, but no reply on this has been forthcoming so far.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

7th April 1993
2300 hours"Serrekunda 3" arrived in Berkeley Sound and moored
alongside reefer vessel M.V. "Fritz Heckert" to commence
transshipping cargo.

8th April 1993

0610 hours M.V. "Typhoon" moored alongside "Serrekunda 3"
to transfer bunkers.

1020 hours Bunkering completed. "Serrekunda 3" took 112.48
tonnes of marine gas oil.
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9th April 1993

0200 hours"Serrekunda 3" completed transshipping her cargo,
having transferred a total of 317.925 tonnes of frozen Ilex squid
and fish to M.V. "Fritz Heckert".

"Serrekunda 3" now moved alongside M.V. "Straume” to take on
board nets (1.65 tonnes) and two steel wire trawl warps (7.2
tonnes).

Three of "Serrekunda 3" crew members left on "Fritz Heckert"
for repatriation.

0300 hours"Serrekunda 3" unmoored from M.V. "Straume” and
left Berkeley Sound for the fishing grounds.

0614 hours Morning nautical twilight.

?  hours"Serrekunda 3" listing heavily to starboard.  Crew
abandon ship, which sank shortly afterward.

(Taking into consideration the distance from Berkeley Sound and
statements from the survivors that it was breaking daylight the
time was probably around 0700).

0720 hours Sunrise,

1222 hours Refrigerated cargo vessel M.V. "Bolivar Trader"
sighted lifejackets, what were believed to be unopened liferafts
and other wreckage in position 51° 16.65°S 57" 48.71'W.

1305 hours Duty Fishery Officer informed of the sighting of
wreckage by "Bolivar Trader’s" agent. ("Bolivar Trader" did not
report the sighting until 1301 hours). Falklands Rescue Centre
informed and Sea King helicopter scrambled.

1425 hours Helicopter reports sighting a liferaft with survivors in
position 51° 15.7°S 57" 40.3’'W.

1518 hours Fifteen survivors landed at King Edward Memorial
Hospital. Helicopter now returning to search area.  The vessel
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now known to be "Serrekunda 3" with 32 persons on board.

1930 hours Two liferafts now recovered, (one of which contained
the 15 survivors, the other was found empty).  Three bodies
recovered from the sea and flown to King Edward Memorial
Hospital. The "Serrekunda 3" is now known to have carried
only 2 liferafts. Fourteen men still missing.

10th April 1993

The search continued using two ships and one aircraft. Nothing
further found except for wreckage.

1700 hours Search officially called off

C: There is no need for you to read the list of units involved in the search,
Perhaps you could proceed to the details of the investigation,

JC: Investigation. During the investigation, it became apparent that, of the
fifteen survivors, few had any idea of events leading to the loss of the vessel,
most of them having virtually risen from their bunks and been told to abandon
ship.

The "Serrekunda 3" arrived in Berkeley Sound to transship her cargo of frozen
fish and squid to the reefer M.V. "Fritz Heckert" at 2300 hours local time on
8th April 1993.  The operation of transshipping her cargo went on non-stop
for the next 27 hours.

While alongside the "Fritz Heckert", the "Serrekunda 3" took 112.48 tonnes of
fuel and it is believed that all her fuel tanks were then full (capacity 300 cu.
metres). Therefore, on leaving Berkeley Sound the vessel should have been as
stable as possible in "light ship” condition. The vessel had no ballast tanks.

On completion of discharging all her frozen squid and fish, the "Serrekunda 3"
moved to another reefer, the M.V. "Straume”, which loaded nets and trawl

warps onto her.

At 0300 hours local time, the "Serrekunda 3" let go from M.V. "Straume" and
proceeded out of Berkeley Sound, then headed north to leave Falkland Island
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waters.

During the cargo operations in Berkeley Sound, the whole crew, including the
Captain, had been involved in discharging fish and had only two or three hours
sleep during this operation.  On leaving Berkeley Sound, therefore, the whole
crew turned into their bunks, leaving only the Third Mate and the First
Engineer on watch.  As far as can be ascertained, there was no helmsman or
lookout on the bridge in addition to the Third Mate.

Some time later, the crew were awakened either by the heavy starboard list or
by shouting in the alleyways adjacent to their berths. Most of the crew went
immediately to the bridge, although five of them report going to the fish
preparation room and seeing a large quantity of water, which they describe as
touching or nearly touching the deckhead on the starboard side and up to 50cms.
deep on the port side.

The fish preparation room was on the main deck and extends from very slightly
forward of amidships to about 9 metres from the stern.  The only division in
the 19.5 metre length of the preparation room were some shifting boards at the
forward end of the fish holding area.  From the general arrangement plan of
the vessel, the dimensions of the preparation room would appear to be 19.5
metres long by 9 metres wide by 2 metres high (dimensions are approximate as
faxed plans have no scale).

At the after end of the fish holding area, there is a bulkhead between this area
and a space further aft, marked on the plan as a fish handling area, which was
in fact used for fishing gear storage. However, there was an access door
through this bulkhead to give access to this storage area and the engine room.
This door was left open.

The crew who went to the fish preparation room only viewed the forward part
of the space, which they describe as being full on the starboard side. How far
aft the water extended is uncertain. However, since the ship is described as
being down by the stern as well as listing to starboard, it is possible that water
had entered the spaces aft of the preparation room and the engine room.

One seaman attempted to start one of the two pumps which were used to drain

the preparation room area, but left the area uncertain as to whether he was
successful,

102



Prior to leaving Berkeley Sound, the crew had replaced the hatch covers on the
fish holds. These hatch covers were described as being wooden boards with
steel covers and are situated in the fish preparation room (No. 3 Hatch) and
forward in the freezing preparation room (No. 2 Hatch).

It is possible that some water may have entered No. 3 hold, but fish hold bungs
would normally be forced in tighter by weight bearing down on them.

After this initial inspection of the fish preparation room, it appears that the
crew, who had gone down to inspect it, all ascended to the bridge.

No inspection was made of any other spaces and as far as is known no-one went
to the engine room (accessible from the deck).

The crew attempted to rouse those of their shipmates who were in their
immediate vicinity and they then mustered on the bridge.  Soon after their
arrival on the bridge, the main engine stopped and all power was lost. It is
unclear as to whether there was any emergency lighting, but the crew have said
that it was breaking daylight, indicating that the time was around 0700 hours
local time.

How many men were actually mustered on the bridge is unknown.  Some of
the survivors say that there was only a time lapse of five or six minutes between
leaving their berths and abandoning ship.

The ship at this time is described as being heavily listed to starboard,
necessitating the crew hanging on to hand rails and other objects to avoid falling
over. She was also well down by the stern, in fact, the stern was said to be
under water. The starboard side of the trawl deck was immersed.

The order was given by the Master to abandon ship, to the crew mustered on
the bridge. No order was given on a tannoy system, the ship’s whistle was not
sounded. Most of the crew were not wearing lifejackets.

The "Serrekunda 3" was fitted with two liferafts, one on each side of the bridge
top. The port side raft was cut adrift (it appears to have been well lashed
down, as survivors describe cutting the lashings). It is unknown whether
hydrostatic releases were fitted. The raft was then launched but inflated
haifway down the ship’s side and had to be cut adrift from its painter to reach
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the water.  The crew then slid down the ship’s side into the water and had to
enter the raft from the water as the raft drifted away. No-one was able to say
whether the starboard side raft was launched, although it was later found adrift.

Shortly after abandoning ship, the "Serrekunda 3" was seen to sink stern first.

At 1222 hours local time, the reefer vessel "Bolivar Trader" sighted lifejackets
and the empty liferaft containers and commenced a search. Her Master
contacted his agent ashore at 1301 hours and a search was commenced by
military and civilian units.  Fifteen survivors were picket up from one liferaft
by an R.A.F. Sea King helicopter.  The other liferaft was also found empty.
Three bodies were picked up from the water, leaving fourteen of the crew of
thirty-two unaccounted for.

Relevant Facts.

1. On leaving Berkeley Sound, the crew were tired, having only two or three
hours sleep during the previous 24+ hours. Only two men are believed to
have been left on watch, one on the bridge and one in the engine room.

2. There was a considerable accumulation of water on the factory deck.
3. No other spaces were checked for ingress of water.

4. The vessel listed heavily to starboard and was down by the stern by the time
the crew were roused.

5. On leaving Berkeley Sound the vessel was as stable as possible in "light
ship™ condition, after filling all her fuel tanks.

6. The distance from the reefer "Staume’s” anchored position to the position
where the "Serrekunda 3" is believed to have sunk is about 40 miles.  This,
together with the fact that survivors describe the breaking of daylight, put the
time of abandon ship at about 0700 local time.

7. The weather in the area at the time was as follows:
9th April 0400 hours - Wind NNW force 5, rough sea and moderate swell.

Good visibility.
0600 hours - Wind NNW force 5, moderate sea and swell. Good
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visibility.

C: Do you have any information regarding the sea and air temperatures at that
time?

JC: Yes I do sir. The sea temperature taken from the Cordella’s sea water inlets
by the engineers on board that morning at 0400 on the 9th of April the sea
surface temperature was 8c and the air temperature at the time from her
meteorological records was 9.4c.

C: Thank you Mr Clark. Perhaps you would proceed.

JC: Conclusions. Unfortunately, the Captain, 1st Mate and the engine room
staff did not survive the sinking of the "Serrekunda 3", thus making it more
difficult to piece together what actually happened.

The whole crew of the ship had been working hard for a long time with very
little sleep prior to the vessel’s departure from Berkeley Sound.

Only two men, the Third Mate and the First Engineer appear to have been left
on watch after the ship’s exit from Berkeley Sound.

By the time the crew were roused and some of them went to discover the cause
of the list, the vessel was in an extremely dangerous condition and possibly
already beyond help.

The crew describe a large quantity of water in the fish preparation room, the
deck of which is some 4 metres above the keel. = Which other spaces were
flooded is open to conjecture, but the fact that her stern was described as being
under water in her last moments, leads us to believe that water had entered the
space aft of the fish handling area and, possibly, there was some ingress into the
engine room. Once the stern was under water, it is possible that the problem
was further rapidly compounded by leakage around the hydraulic fish hatch
from the trawl deck and also through access doors from the after end of the
trawl deck. These doors and ladders gave access into the net storage space and
thence into the engine room. The access doors were situated aft of the gantry
port and starboard and were always kept open. As the vessel settled by the
stern and immersed the starboard side of the upper trawl deck, water would
have entered the net storage area and engine room.
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The possibility of a sprung plate below the waterline, allowing ingress of water
to No. 2 and 3 holds, was considered as a possible cause of sinking.
However, this theory was discarded as it does not account for the large quantity
of water on the fish handling deck, which is above the normal deep loaded
waterline.

Water in the holds from a sprung plate would lead to a loss of buoyancy, the
hull of the vessel would become more immersed and there would be a
considerable free surface effect, but she would remain afloat.  In fact, if the
holds were completely filled, the free surface effect would be lost and apart
from the loss of buoyancy, the vessel would be nearly as stable as she would
with a full cargo of fish.

C: Could describe in lay terms the meaning of "free surface effect”

JC: Free surface is a loss of stability caused by a liquid which is free to move
within a vessel.

C: Thank you please go on.

JC: However, it was the large quantity of water in the preparation room that
concerned us as, even if the holds were flooded, there should have been no
water on this deck.

In the fish preparation room there were at least four hoses connected to the
ship’s saltwater system which were used for fish washing, cleaning down, etc.
These hoses were described as having a diameter of 7-8cms. Any water which
accumulated in the fish preparation room had to be pumped overboard via two
bilge wells, situated one each side, port and starboard, at the after end of the
preparation room. Two electric pumps were used to evacuate water from this
space.  There were no scuppers or other openings to assist in clearing water
from the factory deck.  There was, however, a watertight door in the ship’s
starboard side in the preparation room, through which fish offal was dumped.

Taking into account the dimensions of the preparation room and the fish
handling area and the survivors’ description of the depth of water present, it
was calculated that in excess of 100 tonnes and possibly more than 150 tonnes
of water were present in this space.  This does not take into account any water
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which may have flowed aft into the net storage area and the engine room.
Once the stern was immersed, the problem would have become rapidly worse.

The cause of the build up of water in the preparation room was possibly due to
a hose left running or a fractured sea water pipe.

The salt water system was normally kept pressurised (i.e. a pump running)
permanently and the crew were in the habit of leaving a hose or hoses slightly
turned on to relieve the pressure on the pump. Without the bilge pumps
running to empty the fish preparation area, a hose left running would rapidly fill
the space.

Since the crew were extremely tired after cargo handling in Berkeley Sound, it
is believed that the fish handling area was not inspected, indeed, apart from two
men there was no one awake to inspect it.  From the short time Iapse between
the crew becoming aware of a problem and the abandoning of the ship, it would
seem that no-one, including the officers on watch, had sensed anything amiss
and informed the Master until far too late, when the loss of the ship was a
certainty.

Therefore, it is believed that the free surface effect of water on the factory deck
initially caused the list (loll) and a loss of stability due to the mass of water on
this deck was the cause of the loss of the vessel.

Safety Aspects. A number of points on crew and ship safety emerged from the
interviews with the survivors of "Serrekunda 3" as follows:

1. Tt appears to have been the practice to have only an officer on watch alone,
while on passage. Apart from any watchkeeping considerations arising from
the lack of lookouts or helmsman (the ship was fitted with autopilot), there was
no-one to patrol the ship occasionally to check that nothing was amiss.

2. There was no muster of the crew or any attempt to sound an alarm prior to
abandoning ship. It is uncertain as to whether all the crew were informed of
the emergency.

3. None of the survivors in the liferaft had lifejackets on. Of the three bodies

recovered, two had lifejackets on, the other did not. During the interviews, it
became clear that many of the survivors did not even know where the lifejackets
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were stored. The crew were not instructed to put on lifejackets prior to
abandonment.

4. We were told that no fire drill or liferaft muster had taken place since
October 1992, in Las Palmas. In the vessel’s Korean Register of Shipping
Inspection Report, against the item "Fire Control Plan and Muster List", there
is a dash, indicating that the vessel did not carry one.

5. The Master is believed to have attempted to call someone on the radio prior
to abandonment, but it is doubtful whether this was on any recognised distress
frequency as no Mayday was reported.

6. The two liferafts were securely lashed down and had to be cut adrift. It is
unclear whether hydrostatic releases were fitted. If they were, they had no
chance of fulfilling their function.

7. The two liferafts fitted, one a thirteen man raft, the other for nineteen
persons, only had a total capacity of 32 persons - the same as the number of
persons on board at the time of the incident.  Prior to the "Serrekunda 3’s"
departure from Berkeley Sound and on her previous voyage, the vessel had
carried 35 crew!

8. The painters fitted to the liferafts were too short, causing the rafts to inflate
halfway down the ship’s side.

9. The liferafts were old and gave no protection whatsoever from the elements.
(See separate report on liferafts).

10. No survival suits were provided. The crew abandoned ship in inadequate
clothing.

11. No E.P.L.R.B.’s were fitted to the ship.
12. No portable emergency radio was taken in the raft. In the Korean
Register of Shipping Inspection Report, there is a blank against portable radio

apparatus.

13. The vessel’s classification society, the Korean Register of Shipping issued a
ship inspection certificate to the vessel valid until 28.03.94.  This certificate
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indicates that there were only 32 lifejackets on board in total, no portable radio
apparatus, no fire control plan and muster list and only 2 liferafts, the total
capacity of which is just thirty-two.

A copy of the Inspection Report is appended. The English annotation thereon
was provided by an interpreter.

14. It was stated by some of the survivors that the hand-held flares contained in
their raft did not ignite when they attempted to attract the attention of passing
ships. None of the flares or survival equipment were recovered from the raft
in which the survivors escaped. However, six Paynes-Wessex hand-held flares
were recovered from the other raft and were passed to the British Forces
Explosives Ordinance Department, for testing. It was found that one failed to
ignite and the other five could not be fired by hitting with the palm of the hand
as usual, but had to be struck against a steel object before sufficient pressure
was applied to ignite them.  The date of manufacture of the flares was March
1992.

Conclusions. 1. The watchkeeping system appears to leave much to be desired.
Had an hourly inspection of the ship been possible, the problem of the build-up
of water on the factory deck, might have been discovered much earlier, while it
was possible to rectify the situation.

2. The vessel’s safety appliances were wholly inadequate for the number of
crew carried.  An increase in the amount of liferaft places and lifejackets,
accessible to the crew in all circumstances, is to be recommended.

3. Proper weather-protected liferafts should be carried.

4. Survival suits should be provided for the crew.

5. If E.P.L.LR.B.’s had been fitted, the Rescue Services would have been alerted
earlier,

6. Better training in the use of lifesaving appliances should be provided,

including the holding of regular drills. The provision of muster lists should be
mandatory.
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C: That concludes the substantive part of your report, but appended to that are a
number of reports - as to the liferafts, a general arrangements plan of the
vessel, and there is an extract from the Admiralty Charts showing the position
of the vessel at the time of the sinking. There is the inspection report to which
you referred earlier. Then there is the list of survivors and the list persons
missing. I think that of those the only part I would ask you to read aloud is in
relation to the liferaft report. If you could read paragraphs one two three and
five. In other words you can omit the details of the survival pack.

JC: Liferafts recovered from "Serrekunda 3"

1.Two liferafts were recovered, neither having a canopy or any weather
protection. This was the full complement of rafts on the ship.

2.Both rafts are of similar construction, having two circular flotation chambers,
with the floor mounted centrally between the flotation chambers, such that the
raft could be used either way up.  The floor is inflatable, instructions on this
being stamped on both sides of the floor in Japanese characters. A knife and
drogue were attached to the rafts.

3.Both rafts are believed to have contained a survival pack (only one pack was
recovered from the 13 man raft).

5.1t should be noted that total capacity of the two rafts equals the number of
crew on board the vessel (32). Prior to transshipping in Berkeley Sound, the
"Serrekunda 3" had been carrying 35 crew. Three men were left on the reefer
" Fritz Heckert" for repatriation.

C: Thank you Mr Clark. I do have some questions for you but first your report
should be produced and marked as an exhibit [Exhibit 24]

First of all we had some difficulty in the earlier part of the inquest in
establishing the layout of the ship because it had been modified since its original
construction, and as no uptodate information was available. You have indicated
in evidence today that stability data was provided by the shipyard to the owners
but that that information has not been made available to you. Are you able to
tell me whether there is any requirement in terms of international law or
otherwise that the plans of a ship and information such as stability data have to
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be made available?

JC: Stability data has to be provided by law actually on board the ship, but
whether there is a requirement for a Government body to be passed it in an
event such as this I am not sure.

C: Thank you. In asking you this I am not attempting to attach any blame, but
have you any idea why it is that something approaching threequarters of an hour
elapsed between the Bolivar Trader sighting wreckage and the report being
made to the agency in Stanley.

JC: 1 believe it was because the Bolivar Trader had come across the wreckage
and he didn’t immediately realise the impact of what he had found. He found
some netting and a couple of liferaft canisters. He then instituted a search
downwind to see if there was any other immediate evidence such as liferafts
from a ship to indicate that a ship had sunk. I don’t think he actually realised
quite what had happened.

C: So the supposition may have been that this was something which had been
washed off a ship?

JC: That is correct sir.

C: You have mentioned that the liferaft canisters had been lashed down, and I
recall this from evidence, and indeed I remember that one of the crew had taken
a knife in order to facilitate the release. What would be the normal means of
securing a liferaft canister? It would seem to be unfortunate that in
circumstances such as this difficulty is encountered in releasing the liferaft.

JC: The liferaft would normally have a lashing over it but this would be
attached to a quick release, so that just one bang with a spanner or something
similar, or you could do it with your fingers. The liferaft would just come clear,
It should be secured down properly in a seaway, but it should be a simple
release mechanism. Nowadays we normally have hydrostatic releases, which if
the ship should sink they should release the liferaft automatically before the ship
goes down 4 metres.

C: You indicated in your report that at the time it was realised that the ship was
likely to go down, those members of crew who were still below were alerted by
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falling objects, by noise, and I think there was some evidence that the bosun
was calling to members of crew. Do you happen to know whether the ship was
fitted with any tannoy system or other alarm system within the vessel, and do
you also know whether there was a functioning ship’s whistle?

JC: I asked these question of the second mate and he said he didn’t know. It’s
believed that there certainly wasn’t a tannoy and as to whether the ship’s whistle
was operational or not 1 cannot say. By law the ship should have been fitted
with a whistle. I don’t know whether it was working or not.

C: In the ordinary course of events, would a ship’s whistle be likely to be
sounded over a period of months. This vessel had left port I think in October. In
other words would the second officer have heard the ship’s whistle in that time?

JC: It should have been operated had the vessel encountered fog, or any
condition that restricted visibility. It should be tested from time to time.

C: There was reference in your report and in evidence to the ship’s captain on
the bridge attempting to call help on the radio. I recall that the first witness who
made reference to this mentioned what he called the VHF radio. Later I recall
that another witness - and 1 remember you queried this - indicated that the
master was using SSB. Have you any idea what sort of radio equipment was
fitted, and the sort of range that equipment might have had?

JC: The vessel certainly had VHF, because the master of the Fritz Heckert told
the harbour control officer that he had been called by the Serrekunda 3 on VHF.
He also indicated he had had difficulty in establishing contact with Serekunda 3
because he believed that the range of the VHF equipment to be somewhat
restricted, to about six miles. The normal range for VHF depending on
conditions would be 30 or 40 miles. Subsequently when the search was going on
we were speaking to two ships in the search area on VHF from Fishops over a
range of at least 40 miles. On SSB - and I can’t say for certain if she was fitted
with SSB though certainly by law she should have been - the range would
normally be expected to be up to 150 miles, sometimes more depending on
conditions.

C: So it is possible that with properly functioning VHF and SSB equipment this

vessel should have been within normal radio range of emergency services or
other vessels. And I think that you conclude in your report that if a signal was
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sent that it was not on the appropriate frequency simply because no signal was
received by other vessels?

JC: That is correct sir. 1 would have normally expected a pan or mayday
message to be sent either on VHF channel 16 or 2182khz SSB. No message was
heard on 2182 by those who would have been keeping a listening watch on it.
The Patrol vessel Cordefla wasn’t very far away from the scene and Stanley
Police also keep watch on 2182. They have a watchkeeping receiver which
would be tripped prior to giving the mayday alarm - normally there is a two
tone warning signal given which trips off any watchkeeping receiver. No one
that morning reported hearing any such two tone alarm or any distress message.

C: I recall that a number of witnesses said that on the bridge there were both the
captain and the radio officer, but it was the captain who was using the radio.
Would the master of a vessel normally be familiar with the radio equipment.
Are you surprised that it was the captain not the radio officer who was using the
equipment?

JC: I was sir. In fact the radio officer seems to have been everywhere around
the ship except in the radio shack. It would be quite normal for a master to be
able to use radio equipment. Under UK regulations masters and mates have a
radio telephony ticket anyway.

C: Thank you Mr Clark. I have no further questions - is there anything you
wish to add.

JC: No I don’t think so sir. I could say that the report has gone to the Marine
Accident Investigation Branch in the UK. They have approved it. It has now
been sent to the Marine Directorate of the Department of Transport with a
recommendation that it should be passed on to the Panamanian authorities the
vessel’s flag state authority.

C: As I will indicate later on it is my intention to make certain
recommendations regarding the evidence which I have heard today. Thank you
Mr Clark. Does anyone present have any questions for Mr Clark? No? Very
well this would be a logical time to introduce the statement which 1 will read
aloud from sergeant Chadwick of the EOD.

This is a report dated the 17th May 1993 and it is signed by M. J. Chadwick
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Sergeant Royal Engineers from the joint services operation centre EOD Stanley.
It is headed Investigation report of red mark 6 handflare. Introduction. An
investigation was requested by the coroner to establish the serviceability of six
Red Mk6 Handflares. The aim of this report is to produce the results of the
investigation carried out to establish whether the six Mk6 Handflares functioned
as designed. All testing and investigation was executed at Yorke Bay. All testing
investigation was carried out by Sgt M.J. Chadwick RE, whose address is
given, on the 12th of May 1993. The findings of which can be found at Annex
A to this report.

The following is a description of the items tested. Red Mk6 Handflare, Lot No.
299, date of manufacture 3/92, date of expiry 3/95.

Then there is a report appended. The following are the results of the
investigation carried out on the six Mk6 Handflares.

1.Functioned as designed

2.Functioned as designed but difficult to initiate

3.Complete failure

4.Functioned as designed but difficult to initiate

5.Functioned as designed

6.Functioned as designed but difficult to initiate

That should be marked as the next exhibit [exhibir 25]
Subject to any submissions that concludes the evidence that I propose to take.

Does any person have any submissions to make to me? No? On that basis I
propose to adjourn until 2 pm today.

[Inquest resumes at 2 pm)

C: Before delivering my findings, as is usual in cases such as this I propose to
review the evidence which has been presented to the inquest. In all, including
those persons whose evidence was submitted in written form only, I have heard
from a total of twenty four persons. These may be conveniently grouped as
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follows.

First, as to medical evidence I have heard from Dr Moore as to the fact of death
in relation to the three members of crew whose bodies were recovered, namely
Joung Tae Man, Gwak Kyung Tae, and Bak Nam Cheol-respectively the first
officer the chief engineer and the radio operator of the Serekunda No.3. I have
also received the report of Professor McGhie of the University of Oxford
Department of pathology in relation to those three members of crew, and in
each instance professor McGhie found that the cause of death was drowning.
Appended to professor McGhie’s report in each case was a blood alcohol
analysis prepared by the Department of Clinical Biochemistry at the John
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. These analyses showed no significant presence of
alcohol or drugs in any of the three bodies.

Accordingly, as I will formerly announce in due course, I am satisfied as to the
cause of death.

It would be convenient at this stage to refer to the fourteen members of crew
whose bodies have not been recovered. It is clear from the evidence that there is
no possibly that the fourteen missing persons could have survived, and again as
I shall announce formerly in due course, I am satisfied that the following
members of crew were lost at sea and must be presumed to have met their death
by drowning.

PIO YONG AN (PARK YEONG AN) Seaman
MAMADOUBA CAMARA Seaman
PHILLIP CRAY Seaman
YANG BYEONG DO Captain
JIN GUANG HAO (KIM KWANG HO) Seaman
DHE YING HAO (CHA YEONG HO) Seaman
KIM CHONG KUN Oiler
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LEE SANG MUK Third Officer

MOHAMMED SILLAH Seaman

NO HI SUNG Seaman
JANG HYUN UK Oiler

BIAO CHENG WAN (PO SUNG MAN) Seaman

KIM CHI WUAN First Engineer
KIM GWANG YEOL Oiler

The next group of witnesses is that of the members of the armed forces engaged
in the search for and the recovery of the three bodies. These were Petty Officer
Clarke, Flt Sgt Joyce, Leading Seaman Marjoribanks, and Fit Lt Munnelly. I
think I need say little about this evidence save to say that it was detailed, careful
and I am sure entirely accurate.

Next I come to the largest group of witnesses, namely the fifteen members of
crew of the Serrekunda who survived. In each case a written statement was
submitted in evidence and in addition each crew member gave oral evidence
before me. These witnesses are:

Xu Zhong Bing, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Ding Jian Chun, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Li Shou Gi, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Son Kwang Hak, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Li Shou Han, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Goa Yong Hao, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
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Lu Chung Ho, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

Li Zhe Hu, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

Ku Yun Jie, Seaman Serrekunda No.3
Abul Karim Kamara, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

Ou Yu Muk, 2nd Officer Serrekunda No.3
Seo Jin Sok, Boatswain Serrekunda No.3
Jin Guang Wen, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

Jin Xiang Xian, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

Jin Zhen Xie, Seaman Serrekunda No.3

The first thing I must say, and perhaps this is inevitable in the circumstances, is
that there was a great deal of confusion as to what happened in the short period
between the survivors being awakened and their abandoning the ship. It had
been my initial intention to attempt to identify the position of each of the
deceased members of the crew where they were last seen by each witness. In
practice, it was not possible to do this, and the best which could be achieved
was to identify the sleeping accommodation occupied by each one.

It was at this stage in the evidence that a problem was encountered. It became
clear that the plan of the ship which had been produced for my use by the
owners of the vessel was not in fact a plan of the ship as it was at the time of
the sinking. I will refer in more detail to the vessel itself when I consider the
evidence of John Clark below, but at this stage 1 will say simply that it was
necessary for the surviving members of crew to assist in the preparation of a
sketch plan showing the accommodation units. With the aid of this plan, it was
possible to identify the various berths occupied by the members of the crew, and
it will be appended to the notes of proceedings as an accommodation list based
upon the evidence before the inquest.

The longest and most detailed evidence within this group of witnesses came
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from Mr Ou Yu Muk, the 2nd officer, and Mr Seo Jin Sok the Bosun.

First, Mr Muk gave valuable evidence about what had happened in Berkeley
Sound, the amount of fish discharged and the amount of fuel taken on. Mr Muk
also dealt with the question of lifejackets. He said he was aware there were
some lifejackets kept in the crews’ cabins and some in the bosun’s store. He
also believed that there were some in the small store near the fish preparation
room. Like the other crew members, Mr Muk had been asleep at the time when
the ship was taking on water, and was awakened by the listing of the vessel. Mr
Muk describes going to the fish preparation room where he saw a quantity of
water. Significantly Mr Muk indicates that he then went to the bridge and says
"{the engine] was running when I got on the bridge, but stopped after two or
three minutes." He also indicated that the Captain gave the order to abandon the
vessel one or two minutes after Mr Muk arrived on the bridge but the order to
abandon ship was just verbal and that there was " no time to collect everybody
on the bridge or the deck".

As was confirmed by subsequent witnesses, Mr Muk gave evidence to the
effect that there were two liferafts only on board ship and that the survivors all
used the port side liferaft. Mr Muk say that he had not seen any survival suits
on board.

Again, this was confirmed by other witnesses, but Mr Muk indicate that when
in the liferaft he had seen four ships pass by, but when attempting to attract
their attention, he had been unable to discharge a hand flare as it " would not go
off™.

As to safety procedures, Mr Muk indicated that the last boat drill had taken
place in the dry dock the previous October.

I would mention that many of the crew members had joined the ship since
October, and if Mr Muk is correct, and I have no reason to doubt that this is so,
many members of crew would never have taken part in a boat drill on this
vessel.

The last point of Mr Muk’s evidence to which I shall refer is that he indicated
that the Serrekunda had been engaged in transshipment for more than twenty
four hours in which time he had been working mfé or less continuously for
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thirteen hours.

Secondly, I turn to the evidence of Mr Sok, the bosun. Like Mr Muk he had
been asleep, but had been awakened by the listing of the ship. He also went
towards the fish preparation room, but saw that there were some 50 centimetres
of water on the deck. Also like Mr Muk, Mr Sok went to the bridge, and he too
confirms that some two or three minutes later the engines stopped. As
confirmed by later witnesses, and I think this is a matter of some significance,
Mr Sok indicated that he had suggested to the Captain that a distress signal be
sent, and that the Captain attempted to use the radio, but that appeared to be
unsuccessful. The phrase he used was actually "VHF radio”

Again Mr Sok confirms that the order to abandon ship was given verbally, and
that, as far as he was aware, no other signal was given to alert those below,

Mr Sok goes on to say that he to attempted to discharge a flare whilst in the
liferaft, but said that it did not work.

Mr Sok confirmed that there had not been an abandon ship drill since he had
joined the ship on the seventh of March this year,

Mr Sok indicated that he had been working some twelve hours during the
transshipment, but did not sleep at all during the whole process, so I must
conclude that he was awake for more than twenty four hours continuously prior
to going to his cabin.

I now turn to other members of crew , though generally I shall deal with their
evidence rather more briefly.

I will mention the evidence of Mr Lu Yun Jie, a seaman. His evidence is
significant in that, in my estimation showing great courage, he went to the
preparation room, wading up to his chest in water to switch on a pump in an
attempt to lower the water level. It is significant that Mr Jie was clearly not the
first member of crew to wake up, as he himself was awakened by shouting in
the corridor outside his cabin. It seems however that this was the first attempt to
take any action regarding the ingress of seawater.

Like other members of crew, Mr Jie had extended period of work during the
transshipment, in his case seventeen or eighteen hours.
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The next witness to given evidence was Mr Xu Zhong Bing, but save to say that
this witness confirms that he had been working fifteen or sixteen hours during
transshipment, I propose to refer to one point in his evidence only. That is that
when asked if he was aware where the lifejackets were kept he replied " a
couple of months ago Captain ordered to bring lifejackets to bridge, but I do not
know where the go after”.

Similarly in relation to the next witness Mr Li Zhe Hu, this witness indicated
that he had no idea where the lifejackets were kept.

I would now wish to refer to the evidence of Mr Jin Zhen Xie, and two points
in particular. One is that this witness said that the lifejackets were stored on the
bridge and near the galley, though he himself did not take one. This evidence
differs from that given by other witnesses, though of course it is possible that
additional lifejackets were stored in the places indicated by Mr Xie. The second
point is that like Mr Jie, Mr Xie showed great resourcefulness when he said "I
knew the liferaft was lashed with a rope, so I took a knife to the bridge........
The second mate went to the liferaft with some deckhands to try and launch it,
but the lashing was knotted so I told him I had a knife and they took the knife
and cut the rope. "Whilst there is no evidence that the liferaft could not have
been launched otherwise, it is certain that at best there would have been some
delay had it not been for this man’s action.

It is clear that Mr Xie not only showed the resourcefulness mentioned by me
above, but also great courage in helping two other members of crew to reach
the liferaft,

I will mention briefly the evidence of Mr Lu Chung Ho simply that he to
indicated that he too did not know where lifejackets were kept.

The next witness, Ding Jian Chun indicated (as had other witnesses) that there
were lifejackets in the bosun’s store, but in his case Mr Chun indicated that he
did not have time to collect one. There is however a further point which may or
may not be of significance. It will be remembered that the bosun Mr Sok
referred to the Captain using "VHF radio". Mr Chun on the other hand said
quite specifically when questioned on this point that the captain had been using
SSB, which I understand to be a high frequency transmitter capable of far
greater range than VHF.
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I do not propose to deal individually with the evidence of any other member of
crew. Their evidence serves to confirm matters to which I have made reference
above. Like their other colleagues they had worked long hours and were asleep
in their various cabins until awoken by shouting or by the listing of the ship.

There are some general conclusions to be drawn from this group of witnesses.
The first is that there had been no recent boat drill or abandon ship drill, and a
number of the crew had joined the vessel since the last one had taken place in
October of the previous year. The second is that there appears to have been no
alarm system or method of alerting members of the crew in their cabins to the
possibility of the vessel sinking. Some crew members were awoken by the ship
listing, or in one case by a falling object. Others were awoken by what I can
only describe as a commotion outside their cabins. To his credit the bosun had
shouted outside some of the cabins, though it is clear that many members of the
crew did not awake.

Third, though some minutes appear to have passed between the ship beginning
to list heavily and the eventual to abandon ship, there was no real attempt to
start the pumps save by one seaman acting on his own initiative, and by this
time it might well have been too late.

Fourth, whilst it is clear that the Captain attempted to call for assistance on the
radio, he was unsuccessful in so doing. Whether this was because of a fault in
the radio equipment, or error in its operation, or choice of frequency cannot
now be determined.

Fifth so far as can be ascertained, one liferaft only was launched, and that with
some considerable difficulty. The number of men succeeding in reaching that
liferaft was four short of its maximum capacity, though one witness indicated
that he was concerned about its buoyancy.

Sixth, though a number of vessel passed near by when the liferaft was in the
water, the two crew members who attempted to discharge hand flares were
unable to do so.

In the context of this last point it is convenient for me to refer here to the report

of Sgt. Chadwick of the Royal Engineers who carried out tests on the pack of
six flares recovered from the second liferaft. Though it is of course possible
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that the flares recovered were no in the same condition of those in the liferaft
used by the survivors, it seems to me reasonable to suppose the condition was
indeed the same. Of the six flares tested all were of recent manufacture and all
within what I might term their "use by date.” Of the six, only two were
described as functioning as designed; three were described as being difficult to
initiate; and one as being a complete failure. If indeed the condition of the flares
tested is indicative of those in the other liferaft, it would seem to give some
explanation as to the difficulty encountered by members of the crew in
attempting to discharge them.

I now turn to the evidence of Mr Clark, the marine officer with the Fisheries
Department. Mr Clark has been of great assistance to me throughout this
inquest. It will be remembered that he gave evidence early on in the
proceedings, assisting me greatly as to the details and layout of the ship the
functions of various pieces of equipment and miscellaneous technical matters. It
was also Mr Clark who assisted with the preparation of the sketch plan of the
ship in its modified state.

Most of all however Mr Clark has prepared a report on the loss and
abandonment of the Serrekunda 3 and which he has presented in evidence. This
report is so clear that I do not propose to go through it in detail. As Mr Clark
has quite fairly pointed out in that report, it was no more his function to
apportion or attach blame to members of the crew owners or anyone else than is
my function in conducting this inquest.

Mr Clark’s report begins with a very helpful chronology of the events between
23.00 hours on the 7th April 1993 and 17.00 hours on the 10th of April 1993
when the search was eventually called off.

The substance of the investigation carried out by Mr Clark confirms much of
the evidence given during the course of the inquest, some of which I have
referred to above. This is of course likely to be the case as much of Mr Clark’s
conclusion is based upon the evidence of the surviving members of crew who
have given evidence.

There is a very succinct paragraph in that report regarding the activities of the
crew prior to the vessel taking on water. I will quote it in full,

"During the cargo operations in Berkeley Sound, the whole crew, including the
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Captain had been involved in discharging fish and had only two or three hours
sleep during the operation. On leaving Berkeley Sound, therefore, the whole
crew turned into their bunks leaving only the third mate and the first engineer
on watch, As far as can be ascertained, there was no helmsman or lookout on
the bridge in addition to the third mate."

And again, Mr Clark says:-

"The order was given by the Master to abandon ship, to the crew mustered on
the bridge. No order was given on a tannoy system, the ship’s whistle was not
sounded. Most of the crew were not wearing lifejackets. "

Though of course Mr Clark’s investigation is not in itself direct evidence as to
the facts stated, I have to say that I concur entirely with his conclusions based
upon the evidence which I have heard during the course of these proceedings.

As I have indicated above, it is not my function to apportion blame, however as
I will indicate later, I will be making certain recommendations in the hope such
an incident can be avoided in the future. Those recommendations will among
other things adopt a number of the comments made by Mr Clark under the
heading of "safety aspects” within his report.

Finally, I turn to the evidence of Detective Sergeant McGill, the Coroners
Officer. It has been Sergeant McGill’s task not only to investigate this tragedy
in his role as a police officer, but also to carry out numerous enquiries and deal
with many administrative matters on my behalf. 1 am most grateful for his
assistance, no least in what proved to be the difficult task of identifying the
persons on board the vessel.

Before delivering the verdict in each case, I will state what the law requires of
me. This is set out clearly in Rule 36 of the Coroners Rules 1984:
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i) The proceedings and evidence at an inquest shall be directed solely to
ascertain the following matters, namely -

a) who the deceased was

b) how, when and where the deceased came by his death
¢) the particulars for the time being required by the
Registration Ordinance 1949 to be registered concerning
the death

it} Neither the Coroner nor the jury shall express any opinion on any
other matter

Rule 43 of those rules says:

A Coroner who believes that action should be taken to prevent the reoccurrence
of fatalities similar to that in respect of which the inquest is being held may
announce at the inquest that he is reporting the matter in writing to the person or
authority who may have power to take such action and may report the matter
accordingly.

Finally, Rule 42 says:

No verdict shall be framed in such a way as to appear to determine any question
of

a) Criminal liability on the part of a named person, or

b) Civil liability

In pursuance of these responsibilities placed upon me, I will now proceed as
follows. Firstly, my finding in each case.

[Here the Coroner reads his verdict in relation to each of the seventeen deaths.
Copies of the inquisitions are appended to the notes of proceedings, save for
that relating to Philip Cray, otherwise Philip Yanson in respect of whom
sufficient details are awaited to effect registration]

As to my recommendations pursuant to Rule 43, I propose to refer to the
Attorney General a number of matters in respect of which I have heard
evidence. Suffice is to say that I have grave concerns regarding safety matters
on board the Serrekunda 3 and I shall be asking the Attorney General to pass on
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my recommendations to the authorities in the Republic of Panama, being the
state in which this vessel was registered, and to the authorities in the Republic
of Korea in which country the company owning the vessel is registered. I shall
in addition be recommending to the Attorney General that that part of the
evidence before me relating to the performance of the distress flares be passed
on to the manufacturers of those flares.

This concludes what has been a long and difficult inquest into seventeen deaths
which occurred just a few miles of the shores of the Falkland Islands. Above
all, this was a human tragedy of a scale not experienced for many years in
peacetime in these Islands. My condolences, and I am sure of this community as
a whole must go out to the families and loved ones of these seventeen dead
fishermen. It is my hope that those receiving the recommendations which I shall
be passing on will be able to learn from them and that a tragedy of this nature
will never again occur. This inquest is now concluded.
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